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KK To Her GRACE 


yy 5 THE 
Dutcheſs-Dowager of St. Albans 
En Eminent Example of true Piety) 
| ODT 1 The following I 4 

 ETREATISE, 
With all poſſible Reſpect, 1 

Is Dedicated by 
Her Very Hamble Servant, 

| 5 


7 would be very abfard, to make the leaſt. 
Apology far” puluiſtung the following 
9 9 ; which are intended fc - the Service o_ 
Primitiſſe Cheitianify. Tuc certain, the 
it Inhdelity is gone forth, au [eaus 

to rage with uncommon V. jolence amongſt 
| ons {2 But, alas ! where's the controuling 
Power, * that has beſt ſer ved, in ſeveral Ages 
of” the Chriſtian Church, to mebuke it? 1 
55 ſay no more ; but the PEN 47 no longer Felt, 


nor heard of in our Sion. Tis true, an emi- 


Ef nent Prelate has done Wonders that Way: 
Fil God proſper his Labour But in the Opi- 
2% nion of moſt, "tis too ſore an Evil, we labour , 
El under, to be cur'd by a ſingle Hand ; 5 how 


Sklful and maſterly ſoe ver it may be Hou 
N 75 this is the Method our Superiors 
Judge beſt for us to take, I have ventured to 
_ znlift ole under his Lordſhip's Protection; 
and to contribute my Mite, in a glorious 
Cauſe, which all good People muſt have at 
5 And tt our Adverſaries but follow 
Rule, which they preſcribe £0 others, in 
a g theſe F we veep * has given 
* 8 us 
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5 with, after the beſt Manner we 
0, ſes ad will be — — 
Fig to b on owr Side : 
The Fay er, an the pre ſtat Tract, 
Pr, by unqueſtionable 3 are 
23 untenable Proof that the Golpel 
q tz . tame from God; aud 2 
* our Renton alone 2x wot. ſufficeent Guide 
"I eternal Happineſs For if the Premiſes - 
= Fe true, then the Inference which the ſame 
vinent Prelete bas made muſt be true alſo, 
. ben by che Halp of our Reaſon Ne. 
denn becomes fo. eftabliſh'd ; no Sup- 
ion either agdinſt 'the Need of furh « 
Revelation, or againſt our Obligation ro 
receive it, ought. to make any Imprefſte 10% 
* 92 MUS 7 N or- mdeed 20 7 upp, 72 
4 0 fe. a Revelation that is needleſs, ir a 
i e Impeachment of his Wiſdom; and 
o affirm that we are not bound ro attend 
þ to, and rereive it, when made, is a0 f 
an Iimpenuhment of his Authority.“ Our 
Fiſts and other Reaſon-Mongers wo indeen 
te a igreat Noiſe at preſent about Mora- 
9 . „ mor conſidering, how much they are 
Gt 1 ar 'well as many old Philoſophers 
%% ie Holy Scriptures themſelves, 
the beſt 'T, hmgs they ſay about it. 
s .certam, the Apoſtate Julian umder- 
f *. nuch better what Morality ic, 
the infamous Set of our bangling Free- 
Jokers: He was for ingrafting into his fab- 
„ operant yſtem, even the Order and ex- 
wal Diſcipline of he Chriſtian Church, as 


8 welt 
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The Px E FAC E. 


well as. thoſe Graces and Virtues that diſtin- 
guiſb d its Members from the reſt of the World: tw 
But thoſe among our ſelvec, who wou'd be ler 


- 
< 


* 


thought to refine upon Julian's Schemes, are 
really confounding the very Notions: that 
Mankind has ever had of the Being and At- 
tributes of God : For whilſt they are very 
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copious ( ſball J fay laviſh?) in extolling his i; 
Goodneſs, the better to ſecure (as they u 
imagine) a full Swing in Prophaneneſs and Who: 
Debauchery, they are diveſting him of his Wor 
Juſtice and Holineſs; nay, ſo very ſhort andWo 
defective are they in their New-fangled ion 
Scheme, that the very Name of Repentance Was 
Zs not allow'd to have any Share in it; and Mud 
220 other Rule is left us to walk by, but our Whnly 
own corrupted Reaſon, God, in bis du. fri- 
Time, deliver us from ſuch deſtructive ſſincie 
Schemes! deſtructive, whether in regard 0 
Church or State; for they err reſolve nor! 
themſelves into Libertiniſm and downraght 
Atheiſm ; and there is no one Maxim betterf 
_ "eftabliſh'd than this, That where there is no 
true Fear of God, there can be no true Al- 
legiance paid to Man. „ 

In another Tra& (which, God willing, he 
will ſoon follow this) the Reader will finder, 
that remarkable Verſe in Ft. John, There ore 
are three that bear Witneſs in Heaven, Sue. 
i Ep. v. 7.] fully vindicated from the man { 5 

avils and Objections rais d againſt it; aniiind ; 
the Genuineneſs f the Text prov'd indiſp 
tably; I ſbou d think, beyond all Contra 
dition. Providence, it ſeems, has _ A 
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The PREFACE 


. leasd to bring to Light a Manuſcript abon⁰ 
d: ¶ twelve hundred Tears old. found in the Library 
be et Verona, a few Tears ago, [ 1720. ] taken 
re Notice of; as loſt, by Dr. Cave, written by 
at 


What able Senator Aurelius Caſſiodorus, inti- 

t- Nuled, Complexiones in Epiſtolas, Sc. pub- 
==. . 

ry bd by Maffeius, (well known to the learned 

is Ford,) with his own excellent Annotations ; 


ey und the whole ir ſupported with all the Au- 


nd hority that an obſtinate Heretick can require: 
Vs or it appears from ſeveral Places in this 
1d Work, that Caſſiodorus did uſe another Ver- 
ed ion han that of &. Jerom, where the Verſe 
ice Mas been ſuppos d to have been foiſted in: 
nd And tis as evident, that this Verſe was not 
ur May read in the Copies belonging to the 
au, African Church, but in thoſe alſo the moſt 
4 ancient and moſt correct in the Roman or 


to Weſtern Churches. To this will be added 
Foe other Sort of Proof for eſtabliſhing the 
ght ame Text, given us by the late learned 
fer Dr. Cave, Canon of Windſor, being Part of 


noh Hiſtoria Literaria, but is yet in Manuſcript. - 
Al- Le Paſſage was occaſion d by the Doctors 
lſervations upon Lucian Philopatris; and 
ing, he ſtems to have manag'd it in a Manner 
find eſferent from other Writers, ſo perhaps 
here ore for the Advantage of the Text he de- 
6 ended. 
am 4 have nothing more to add, than to re- 
aniſſind every good Chriſtian, how much it be- 
[pipes them, in theſe perillous Days, to be 
tra equent at the Throne of Grace, in behalf 
be nf bat excellent Religion they profeſs ; that 
eas „ God 


us to pray (Cod bear our Per, 
at we may hold the Unity of u 
Faith in the Bond of Peace Righte -/ 
outnets of Life. 
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"CONFERENCE, 2 


Ye 779 

IR, well met : You are debe in· 
wy, to the Country; T hope you are now 
2 come to make ſome Stay amongſt us. 

1 Sir, E am glad to fee you welt: As to my 
Sap here, *twill be (as uſual) during the long 
Vacation; and then Buſineſs calls r me 0 Ton 
1 1 again. | 
Al I am forty, you can't eite . us more bf: your 
company; for our Morrbly Meetings in theſe 
Parts have fuffer d pretty much by your Ab- 
Wfence. The Society are much indebted to you 
for your good Hiſtructions, and are very fenſible 
» your Abilities to ſerve them in the common 
| Cauſe of Chriſtianity : However, they are fatiſ- 

3 7d; as I am, that you make the beſt Amends | 
b 1 For the Loſs of your Company, by your conſtant 
'Þ Ittendance on the greater Society above, for 
2 rooting thoſe _ which 1p and. we have 
o much at heart. 

B. I fuppoſe you mean che Seiey for propa- 
gering Chriftian Knowledge, &c. Some thing or 
ther has diverted my Thoughts another Way: 

a Hare not been hoes of em a Wes while | 
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=]. [> by 
A. What ſay you? Do you only | ſuppoſe T 
mean I could not have thought, there had 
been any need of exp/aining my ſelf; and I am 
very ſorry to hear you now mention that Society, 
with ſo much Coolneſs and Indifferency. 1 2 Fe 
B. To deal frank!) y with you; T am now be-. 
come a Member of another Society; and they are 
| Men of a quite different Stamm. Let me tell 
you; tis a Society that is juſtly ieee 1 
by. their Politeneſs, Learning, and good 3 
tis there that I have affociated my elf 4 
and 1 am Fe to continue a Member, unleſs | | 


e a. - 


ing of this x new r 1 
A. If this be your Caſe, I'll venture to fay * 
thus much to you at preſent, that it very nearly * 
behoves you to make a ſpeedy, ſerious, and im- 
partial Enquiry, whether this zew. Opinion of 
yours be well grounded, or no; for if it be not, 
the Error, you'll eaſily agree ec with me, is not of 
an ivdifferent Nature, as in other Speculatiqns | r 
it may be; but an Error the. moſt fatal i in its A by 
Conſequence : For (if I gueſs right) your ne, 
Fraternity are ſo far from diſtinguiſhing them- , JT 7 
ſelyes in the Manner you repreſent them, that FI 
they are every Day abuſing that Reaſon, | which 
God has given them; and that alſo. to ſerye the 
worſt Purpoſes, in rejecting the Goſpel-Revela-l ad 

ien, the Means of Grace, and the Hopes of | 7 
Glory. But leſt I ſhould, miſtake you, and þ 
— further than you and your polite. Frater- 
ning | 


. a. A” don dd audi doo 4 botoun 
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nity are guilty, Pieste to explain your ſelf, in 


| what this new Opinion of yours does conſiſt. 


B. The Opinion I am now of, has been lately 
very fully ſtated by our Society, in a Book, call'd, 
Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, &c. I don't 
find, but the Book's well receiv d; and Encou- 


* ragetent enough given for ed Volume to 
JF follow (as promis d) in due Time. Some of u us 


had lately the Curioſity to herd our ſelves (as we 
call it) amongſt the Country Clergy at a certain 

Biſhop's Vifttatitn, where the Book was indeed 
plentifully rail'd at, and a general Indignation ' 
ſhewn at its being publiſh'd in ſuch a pompous 


= Manner; they complain'd very much of the De- 


cline of Orthodoxy, and inveigh'd pretty hear- 
tily againſt ſome of their own Order, as if they 
were much of the ſame Opinion with our ſelves; 
which (I muſt confeſs) gave a ſecret Pleaſure 3 
and it was much fear'd, they ſaid, that in a little 


Time theſe Opinions mi ight be defended from 


the Pulpit. Thanks to our Superiors (thought 
I for ſuch a generous Indulgence as is now ſhewn 


its to Free-Thinkers, Our late Brother Toland did 


FF ſome Years ago con grat ulate only the City of 
London, * (but the Happineſs is now almoſt uni- 


verſal ) That there was ſtarce a Way of hdnouring 
the Derry known any where, but was either al- 
ready allow'd, or might be ſafely exercis'd among 
Tux; and tis from this F. reedom, that Ty ruth 
makes its panes in the World. 


D'z _ _ 


| * See his Dedication prefix d to Mr Harrington's Works. 
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4 You very fall: of "theſe miſtaken No- 
tions of Think that you forget the Queſtion 1 
put to vou. 1 defire once more, you will either 
15 your: OWN Words, or in thoſe your Frater 
ity, as deliver d in that pompous Book you juſt 
mention'd, let me know in hat this new Opir 
mon of yours does conſiſt. 9065 * Y. obſery 2 
there is "EN duch to iel 
| ubliſh what. 
'"defire no 
your | new "Opinion as well 

Iet me 872 7 far 


* ne 8 — 92 any Part of i itz t 3 if. you = . 
talk of Revelation differing from Nature! Rei- hy. 
gion, ſuch Revelation I reject; for to make ſuch 1 
Hiffenence, ſuppoſes, that. the ſame infinite 
cing hes given 7wo independent Rules for the 
Government of human Actions. This muſt be i. 
the Caſe, when Revelation is thus magnified, and 
ow" Dutics biota, which Keren know 


ith judge wich _ the _ Manner we can, The 

l End is anſwer'd for which God. £0: them, aud 

Wi aur Conduct fully . 19 
1 A. L have carefully read your pompous Book *% 
8 in @aarto; and, I confeſs, tis admirably well 

(; : 8393 for the cls of In Ow amongſt 

j us: 


7 


us: There's a axis deal of Addreſs, Dexterity, 
and TO (you ap of. 8 Frater- 
to hy Laſts nod Paſſidns of Men, to « deer 
. Luderſtanding, and a corrapted Nil; and if you 
1. are reſolved tu inliſt yourſelf under ſuch Leaders, 
A think: poi arr much in the Right of it, to quit 
- your old Suriet y,. and not concern yourſelf" any 
kerther about the Propagation of Chrifianity. 
1 I obſerve: you ſpeak in the very Words that are 
2 ; uſed by your Fraternity; and you ſeem to be 
pretty well verſed in this new Book, that has 
I given ſuch a Turn to yo, Thoughts about Re- 
3 er. But, Pray explain yourſelf what vou 
* Pied i r 
'P B. T think it nete litele n di 
My Meaning is, that natural and trucrevenFd 
} R cligion do ouly differ in the Manner of their 
he ig convey'd to us: When any other Diffe- 
vcr is made, and Reaſon aſſures us there is 
Y | As Diference, ſuch Part of Religion is not 
"I be received as Revelation, but to be rejected 
9 E So that all che Diſtinction that 
r Fraternity think needs be made between na- 
| ral and reveal'd Religion, is that of internal 
4 pd external Revelation: In both of them we muſt 
4 thoſe F acultics, as I ſaid before, which God 
given us to judge with, after. the beſt Mau- 
F we can; and conſequently Reaſon mult be a 
Fifciear Guide in Matters of Reli gion, without 


having 
1 5 


861 


having Necourſe 76 any other ſort of "Revelation; 
1 our Reaſon is a Stranger to. 
A. Tour Diſtinctionlof interna and: external 
Raxclation, puts me in Mind of Mr Lock's Dig 
tinction in this Matter z. andi ſince yu Gentle- 
men pi ſo great a Deference to his Opinion, * 
methinks, it ought ta have! its due Weight witün 
vou. = Reaſon, ſays hes is natural Revela- 4 
tien, whereby the eternal Father of Light, and 
« Fountain of all: Knowledge,:cqommunicatcs to 4 . 
< Mankind that Portion of Truth, which He has 
ceflaid within: the Reach of their nattiral F ad | 1 
ties s Revelation is natural Reaſon eularg'd by I ; | 
uf « a ne- Set of, Diſcoveries: communicated by 3 . 
« God immediately, hich | Reaſon youches the 

« Truth of by the Teſtimony and Proof it eien er 
4 that hey come from Cod. Andi, let me tell 
you, my old Friend, theſe Gor Lines of Mr. 4 
Loet deſtroy entirely all your great Volume in 7, 
Quarto. I readily agree with yoù in one Thing Icha 
you ſaid before, and Which you juſt now pee Y Fo'l 
ed, that ve miſt \uſe: thoſe Faculties which 6 U 
has giuen us to juuge with, after the beft Maniner 
d can nay, to examine Things, and then 0 1 
upon the Evidence that ariſes from ſuch Ex ami. *g 
nation, is, I take it, our Duty; and if Mr. T— > 
and the reſt of your Fraternity had ted lf | 
Faculties which God has given em ta judge withi® 
after the beſt Manner they can, (J uſe their own £ | 
Words, as you have done,) they could nevel 
have perſwaded themſelves to write as they go 


when the moſt important Concerns of Religiof 
We 4 


/ 
/ 


3.8: 
were the Subject, i Iſuch à vain, looſe; and 
trifling Manner knowingly and wilfully abuſing 
and perverting the primitive Writers, as well as 


* moſt eminent Divines of our own Nation, in a þ 
ry ſcandalous Manner. I-will venture there- : 
2 ber to affirm, that if we uſe, our Faculties after | 


the beſt. Manner we can, they will neceſſarily lead 
us to acknowledge the Truth of the Goſpel Reve- 
2 : Sothat your Book, in the main, is proving 
| bat none deny, if by Ae ee you mean, t 


Se 1 4 


7 a eee ach Uſe: of our F 5 we never 
vi] | can truely come at the Knovledge of the Goſpel 
3 | Revelation, nor without examining can; we judge 
of the Conſequences that naturally follow upon 


2 . 


4 ſuch Revelation made to us. But will you there- 
9 fore fay, that our Reaſon or Faculties direct us 
to judge, or draw ſuch, a Conſequence as you do, 
ning l chat there are no Truths 1 in Nature and Religion 
to be admitted by us, but ſuch as our deprav'd 
"cM * tee, can comprehend? Does our Rea- 
= Wo» tell us, that infinite Wiſdom and Power ought 
1 * us to be limited in his Dealings with his Crea- 
** kures? So far from Is: that if we look out into 
the natural World, we every Day ſee our Aſent 
ks requir d to many Things in Fa# true, which 
4 yet our Faculties will never enable us to give 
Iny tolerable Account of. *I gratefully receive 
Ways, Mr. Lock) and rejoice in the Light of Reve- 
= Prion, u which ſets me at Reft in many Things, the 
Planner Ae = my poor x Feaſts: can by 50 Means 

9 | 9445 1 40 0 "WY itte 110 male 
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take our to the. Heres Hamillty! Jo tech 
Virtue; that your prefent Fraternity wontd do 
well to copy after; 


dur Reaſon, fays he, and by it examine, whether ' 


_ Affair of the laft Confeq 


and your Leaders know very wall it ſerves to 


* 


12 


you ſee it e i e, 


Refult of Free-thinking in bim, and wilt always 
be ſo, when tis rightly. ſtated. IRS | 


n 


it be 4 Revelatios from God, or w. And if Yr ö 4 N 
fon finds in ro le revealed from God, Riafon they 4 ö 
— #, ar muh as for any other Trath, 
and makes is one & ber Didares. If you cant 
juin tien with Mr. Lock,” produce your Argu- 
ments; and let ehe Chriſtian Rengior ind or | T 
fall dy its own Merits :-But then jet your Arga- 
ments be produc'd with an honeff Mind; Free from | 1 
that notorious Infncority, that runs tough moft | # 
of the Qupiations in your new Book; and for- 
bearwithat bantering, or being recen inn I F | 
uenec. In Truth, I much 
fear Iyncerity and Jefling will not be PE | 
ly parted with, by you Free-thinkers'; for fack 5 . 
Methods are the main Strength of your "Cauſe, k | 


make the deepeſt Impreffion on the Unthinking 
rn, that i is the Steil Fart of Man- 
"BT own, 1 did fafpect Infiocerity oY bone 4 1 
Quarations, when I firff read the Book; and 1 
ever diſlik d Fefting, or being knowin oy imper-( 
tinent in the Buſineſs of Religion. T Jr what 
Mr. Lock ſays, (and I ſhalt by no Mecans'oppoſc 
it,) when Reaſon once finds it to be a Revelation 


88 tis our Buſineſs to ſubmit. But then 
. 82 5 11 5 284 1 44 80 Sir, 
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Ys, bow ſhall our. Reaſon. find it out to beſo; 
this with me 1s the great Difficulty. If you can 
produce that Chain of Evidences, as ſome tall of, 
W which ſhall be ſo plain and forcible, as that they 
6 ſhall not fail to convince every unprejudic d Mind, 
* (as, I do aſſure you, mine is at preſent, ) that the 
" 28 Gofpel Revelation (all that we now have under 
„% that Name) was from God, I will not only ac- 
„ auieſce, but farther acknowledge to you, that the 
* 1 nference, which an eminent Prelate * has lately 
made, is very juſt and cogent, viz. © That when 
by the Help of our Reaſon, Revelation be- 
„ comes ſo eftabliſhed ; no Suggeſtion, either a- 
= © gainſt the Need of ſuch a Revelation, or againſt 
= © our Obligation to receive it, ought to make any 
« Impreſſion upon us: For indeed to ſuppoſe, 
_- « that God makes a Revelation that is needleſs, 
A 1 is a direct I mpeachment of his Viſdom; and 
(4 to affirm, that we are not bound to attend to 
= © and receive it, when made, is no leſs an Im- 


4 
a 


1 = 


\ 


= © e peachment of his Authority. But Kill, as 1 

ſaid before, the Difficulty with me is chis, how 
% we can, by the Help of our Reaſon, or a right 
Uſe of thoſe Faculties which God has given us 
co judge with, attain to a certain Knowledge, of 
the Truth of choſe Fa#s, which you call Proofs 
of the Gepe! Revelation? Or, to ſay all in a 
few Words, where are thoſe credible Witneſſes, 
chat our Reaſon will tell us, we may and ought 
9 to 2 on for the Truth of theſe Things? 
= ä A. Should 
Biſhop of London's . Paſtoral Letter. 
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A. Should it be ſuppoſed, that we had not 
credible Witneſſes to rely on; yet taking it for 
granted, that there were {| uch Perſons as the A 
poſttes, (a Fact as clear, as that there were ſuch 
Perſons as Auguſtus and Tiberius Ceſar,) J ap- 
peal to your own Reaſcn, or to thoſe Faculties 
which God bas given you to judge with, after the 
beſt Manner you can, whether ſuch Perſons as the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, and in their Circumſtances, 
could poſſibly be guilty of Forgery or Impofture © 
Whether whole Societies of diſintereſted, perſe- 
cuted Chriſtians, could be deceived or miſtaken 
in the Authors of thoſe Hiſtories, and thoſe Epi/- 
tles they had ſo lately receiv'd, and on which 
they ſet ſuch an ineſtimable Value? Whether 
thoſe Books, ſo hi ghly eſteemed, ſo univerſally | 
| handled, ſo publickly read, fo afien tranſcrib'd, 

quoted, and expounded, 0 jealouſiy guarded by 

contending Parties, could ever be materially al- 
tered, or poſſibly be corrupted, as Mr.Whifton has 
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groundleſly aſſerted em to be in the Days of 
Bare bocab, (about the End of the firſt, or Begin- 
ning of the ſecond Century,) the better to ſerve 
his Purpoſe, relating to the Apoſtolical Conſti- 
tutions? Notwithſtanding the Efforts of ſuch 
Men, this is the truly Primitive Religion that 
is now eſtabliſhed amongſt ourſelves; and it high- 
ly behoves our Governors to confider, whether 
ſuch a Religion, as recommends Fu/tice and 
Unity, Peace and Civil Obedience, Temperauce, ® 
Indufiry and Fidelity, ſhould, in Point of Honour 
and Intereſt, be prophar'd, vilify'd, and ſet at 


Wat 


N ought either by ſuch Hereticks, or ſuch a Set 
of Free-thinkers, as you love to call yourſelves, 
and yet, after all your boaſted Reaſoning, you 
don't offer to introduce any better Religion | in- 
ſtcad of the Chr; iſtian The Truth is, Free- 
7 thinking, you fancy, will juſtify Free-living. 
4 There's a Fear and Dread of religious Truths; 
gor, as Dr. Clarke* has very well obſerved : “ In 
1 * the Manners of moſt of you it is too plain 
L and apparent, that abſolute Libertini/m is the 
2X © Thing you really aim at; and however their 
= < Creed (ſays he) may pretend to be the Creed 
== © of Deiſts, yet amen always their Practice is 
( the Practice of very Arheifts. 
Z. You ſeem to grow warm; but Warmth, 
vou know, is of no Service to any Cauſe. I 
think you ſaid juſt now, that it could not well 
admit of a Doubt, (for the Reaſons you have 
= aſlign'd,) whether the Epiſtles and Goſpels could 
be materially alter'd or corrupted. Now, this 
Doubt, T own, I have, and it ſticks with me, not- 
2 withſtanding the Reaſons you have given; and 
| * therefore this is the main Point that I ſhall in- 
ſiſt on. I don't ſuſpect the Apoſtles guilty of 
1 Forgery or Impoſture, nor do I deny that their 
orks were highly valuable for many Years : 
1 But ſince there have been many pious Frauds 
amongſt the conteuding Parties, ( you mention d) 
in After-Ages, how can we be certain, that theſe 
Epiſtles and Goſpels have not been materially al- 
ter'd or corrupted ? Or, as I ſaid before, where 
C2. 7 10 


In his Boyles Lectures. 
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are thoſe credible Witneſſes to be met with, which 
our. Reaſon will tell us, we may ſafely rely on 
for the Certainty of the Go/þe/ Ry as 
tis now received in this Kingdom 4 19 
A I hope, Sir, you will readily illow, that 
there were no pious Frauds among Heathens or 
Jews, in regard to the Chriſtian Religion * 
its Dodrines What think you then of thoſe 
| Perſons, that were the avow'd' Enemies of the 
Chriftian Religion in general: Such as Cornelius 
Tacitus, Celſus, Prophyrie, and a long Lift be- 
ſides of ſuch learned and obſerving Heathens, 
whoſe Works are genuine, and their Evidence 
not liable to any. Objection? What ſay you, if 
I appeal to theſe Men, and ſome Fews'alſo, as 
credible Witneſſes of the Truth of theſe Things? 
J defire therefore, that their Teſtimonies may be 
heard touching any ſuch Doctrines, or Points of 
Faith, or any Facts, as they now ſtand recorded 
in the Epiſtles and Goſpels, ſuch as you ſhall 
pleaſe to queſtion the Truth of: And, as I don't 
doubt but their Toftimony will corroborate the 
Authority of the ancient Fathers of the Church 


in theſe Matters, (where you ſeem to object your 


pious Frauds, ) ſo J am perſwaded, they will 
prove to be fall Evidence, that the Epiſtles and 
Goſpels have not we materially altered or cor- 
rupted. 4 
B. You ſurprize me very much ; and if you 
can make out your Point, the Surprise will be 
highly agreeable: There certainly can be no 
Odjection to the Credibility of ſuch Witneſſes 3 
but 
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but on the contrary „ (as tis obſerved and allow d 
os in our Courts of Juice) the Evidence is al- 
ways much ſtronger, and more regarded, that 
comes from the Mouth of an Aduerſur y. 
A. It was for this Reaſon, that the Fathers 
In the early Times of 1 took an eſ- 
I Neil Cate, to corroborate the Doctrines of 
; 4 heir Religion, by the Evidence which they al- 
4 Fdged out of the moſt eminent Heathen Wri- 
ers. By this Means they often furniſhed them- 
Neves with Weapons out of their Enemies own 
4 * uarters, to defend the Truth of the Chriſtian 
q i Religion. Clemens of Alexandria, and Origin 
is Scholar, were remarkably happy and ſucceſs- 


3 


q | that Way; and La#antias,* the Chriftian 
Cicero, was ſo ſenſible of the Advantage that 


riftianity might receive by ſuch a Method, 


hat he forms a Plan whereupon to proceed, and 
aviſes the making Extra#s out of Heathen 
Writers, touching ſuch Things as they had 


* aid conformable to the Holy Seri ptures, and 
hen reducing them into one Body or Syſtem 
por the common Good of Chriſtianity. 

B. I perceive then, the Method you propoſe is 
got altogether #ew - However 'tis what I ap- 
" any of, and therefore deſire you would Pro- 
eed. I am ſorry, I am not fo well vers d in 
The Claſſick Authors, as I ought to be at this 
F Time; but I think, I know enough, not to be 
Faſil 7 impos d on in theſe Matters; and befides, 
I I have 
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have that good Opinion of you, that there L 
- will be no Attempt to reconvert me that Way. 4 = 
A. Let my old Friend reſt ſatify'd, that 14 2 . 
will deal with him in this Affair with the gret- | 1 
eſt Sincerity, though your Fraternity i in this are 
ſo notoriouſly deficient, and in an Affair of che "a 
utmoſt Concern to us all. I will alledge nothing * 
from any Heathen Writer to the Purpoſe in 4 2 
hand, but ſuch as is allow'd to be genuine by 3 
all, or if not by all, J ſhall endeavour to prove E 
: is. before I apply it; I will take the beſt me 
Care, I can, not tb miſtake the Senſe of my Au- 
| thor; and if I do at any Time, I know your | ag 
| Abilities to be ſuch, that you can ſoon ſet me 
right. But this is a ſort of Work, that can't be 
done, either to your Satisfaction, or mine, with- AN 
out [havin g the Authors themſelves before us, 
that Jam to appeal to. Pleaſe then, if you 
haye. reſted your ſelf ſufficient] y, after the plea- "Mp 
fant Walk we have had in the Park, to ſtep in- 
to my Study, and there we'll ſummon thoſe Au- % 
thors to make their. Appearance, and give Evi- * IJ 1 
dence, as often as we have Occaſion for em. 3g 
B. I muſt confeſs, this Room gives me a fin- 
cular, Pleaſure ;' and if you can make good your 
Point by the Help of theſe old Gentile Philoſo- 
phers and Hiſtorians, (which I ſee are ready at | 4 Fry 
hand whenever we call em, ) I ſhall think they 
deſerve. a more honourable C laſs, than ſome of 
thoſe old primitive Gentlemen I ſee at a Diſtance, | 2 
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F eafily gueſs ho you mean, the Fathers 

2 1 df the Chriſtian Church; your Prejudices, I 
1 Wa, are very ſtrong againſt em; but I do aſ- 
- re you, without Foundation, unleſs human 
MFrailtics are to be charg'd as Crimes; otherwiſe 
'"M Eicould eaſily vindicate em from thoſe vi ile Re- 
toaches and unjuſt Reflections, that are caſt 
em in your new Free-thinking Book: But I 
1 an only promiſe you now, that this ſhall be 
| Wone ſome other Time, if you deſire it; tho? it 
Will appear in our preſent Debates, that Heathen 
oP 1 riters and the Fathers ſupport one another 
in this Matter. Matters of Fact, we are now 
1 ef to enquire into, and the Method pro- 
os'd and approv'd of by you, is, that the Hea- 
1 * ben and Jewiſh Writers only ſhou'd be appeal'd 
, to ſee how far they confirm the ſeveral 
7 Branches of the Chriftian Reli gion, 1n that 
ZManner as 'tis now profeſs d by us in our Bible - 
And if bey ſhall fully and clearly bear wit- 
neß, not only in general to ſome one Truth 
contain'd in the Holy Scriptures, but alſo to 
A the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt ; to the Reality 
4 Hof his Miracles; to*the literal Accompliſh- 


4 Him; 3 to the principal Doctrines contain'd in 
the New Teſtament; to the Holine/5 and Pu- 
Fl | rity of Chriſtianity, and the remarkable Sant. 
| tity of its Profeſſors; I hope you will then 
«i agree with me, that the Religion, as we now 
1 f profeſs it, is truly primitive, and did really 
come down from God. ; 
© B.-oT 


E EY. 


Z. I join iſſue with you entirely in the Neri M 
ner as is already propos'd and agreed to: Be- 9 7 
gin, as ſoon as you pleaſe. = 

A. Before I begin, pleaſe to caſt an Haw « on all 
ene e lying on the Table; tis a Collecuenf 
of the Authorities that I am to make uſe of from 1 
the Heathen and Fewiſh Writers, in order to 
=o what I have a5 1 n 1 


y on, =o ies we e Kbiſh'd our Walk: The til 1 | 
zhorities are already made Engliſh, with proper 1 79 
References; which will much ſhorten the Time. 
Au I now defite;! is, that you would let : el 


Tork you would have firſt diſcuſs a; 3 and 1 


2 2 
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lar as you will, in a Queſtions abods thel ; 7 
ſeveral Authors, whether as to their Time of li- 
ving; or the Occafion and Nature of ſuch 70%. 4 
monies; ; or what Character ſuch Authors bore 1 | 
in the World: Canvas theſe Matters as a. 
ly as you pleaſe; for J am ſatisfied, the more 
you do it, the brighter and 2 thin Te oft. 
mony will appear. 5 
B. You may begin in what 8 you in 1 f 
fit, and take your own Way in the proving what 
you have undertaken : And as to putting of | 
Queſtions, you need not have made that a Re- ; 
queſt ; for I may bappen to put 'em faſter than 
you can anſwer em; at leaſt, I do aſſure you, 1 pr 
that will make your Te eftimanies brighter and i 
ſtronger 


N 2 ＋ "of * 9 8 * q l « of 2 
by * 
N * 


; Y onger, my Aﬀfitance ſhare be wanting: I ob- 
ſerve in theft Page of your Collection, thiere's 4 


. Feſſinony taken from . If you RY let 
5 Bim be the r that gives his Evidence, and 
on aff 


then well examine what it amounts to; I think 
" | , Ine was an ancient Writer, and therefore may 
1 Fer well have the Preference given him. 
A Phiegon fiv'd about the Beginning of the 
Sion 1 "ur Century, firnam'd Trallianis,” from the 
4 lace of his Nativity in Aſia; but he livd the 
| 4 veſt Part of his Time under the Fevperor Adrian, 
5 © who was fond of having him and other learned 
Nen about his Perſon. Phlegon might not impro- 
1 Perl) be call'd one of your Belles- Lettres Men; 
1 thoſe Pieces of his that are yet extant, make 
as juſtly regret the Loſs of his other Works; 
a 4 © we fee however from his Remains, that he was 
u- one, who had a fine Taſte; had a great Fund 
of good Learning, and yet a Politeneſs withal, 
== that made him and his Learning agreeable to 
N 1 * the greateſt Court then known in the World. 
B. What Pieces are there now remaining of 
Lee and from which of them do you in- 
tend to fetch your Tin, 
A. There are three very conſiderable ones yet 
2 3 erte, which Meurſius has taken care to put to- 
ink i Ferber, and to illuſtrate with his own Notes; 
P The moſt remarkable of thoſe three Pieces, is 
nis famous Hfory of the Olympiads (from whence 
I intend preſently to produce my Teftimonies ) 
dedicated to Alcibiades Captain of the Empe- 
ror Adrian's Guards, Scaliger | in his Animad- 
i D verſions 


* 


[T-18'] 
verſions on Euſebius's Chron. p. 185, ſuggeſts, 
that the Emperor Adrian himſelf egmpos'd this 
Work, and that Pyhlegon, by his Permiſſion, pub 
liſh'd it: Be that as it will, our Cauſe is not 
affected in the leaſt. This Work was pen'd in 
the Way of Annals, or a ſort of Chronicle that 
Way manag d, divided into /ixteen Books, give 
ing an ont. of the moſt remarkable Things V 
that had happen d in the whole World, for the ln 
Space of more than 900 Years; I mean, from ca 
the Eſtabliſhment (or rather Renewal) of the 8 
Olympiads under Iphitus, to the 138th Year f ⁵ 
Jeſus Chrift, which was in the 229th Olympiad. 
To apprehend the Excellency of this Work, 
you need only caſt your Eyes on the 177th Olym- 
piad, which Photius has preſerv'd for us in his v 
Bibliotheque ; and-you will eaſily form a Judg- 
ment, from the extraordinary Occurrences there * 
taken notice of by Phlegon, of what a mighty 58 15 
Advantage ſuch an entire Chronicle would have 
been, for clearing up many Paſſages in profane and 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory too: However, according 
to the good Pleaſure of the Almighty, there are 
ſtill extant in his Hiſtory of the Olympiads, two WM 
or three noble, irrefragable Teftimonies, ſuch as 
are not to be ſhaken by all the Wit and Malice # 
of your Fraternity ; which Phlegon (nei ther wit- Ok 
tingly nor willingly) gives to the Divinity of © 
Jeſus Chri if, and to the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion in general. The Teftimonies are 


B. Sir, 


Us - 5] 


4 B. K 2 impetient as I am to hear what 
| 4 | thoſe Teſtimonies are, I am willing to have one 
W Minute's Patience more, whilſt you juſt name to 
4. 5 me the 7 tles of thoſe two other Pieces of Phle- 
* 1 ou + Pray oblige me ſo far, and in as few 
4 One of 5 which is the ſecond Picce, is 
3 Weall'd, 4 Hiſtory of ſuch Things as have been ob- 
4 rd to be Extraordinary, Marvellous, or out of 
: be common Courſe of Nature. This Hiſtory gon- 
2 of thirty-five Chapters; but the Beginning, 
and the better Part of it, is wanting. His bird 
Piece is 2 Treatiſe on the Longevity of Men, gi- 
is N ving a particular Liſt of ſuch Perſons, as have ex- 
N ceeded one hundred Years. I will only add, that 
1 ae Fragments of theſe three curious Pleces are 
happily to be met with in the eighth arid ninth 
Volumes of Gronovius's Greek Antiquities; by 
= which Means that learned Man has taken care, 
that Poſterity ſhall not be de priv'd of thoſe va- 
luable . I will now proceed, and ob- 
ſerve to you the Teftimonies that Phlegon gives 
n this Hiſtory of the Olympiads,; and for this 
3 urpoſe we muſt alſo have Recourſe to Lactan- 
5 ius in his Inſtitutions, Lib. IV. c. 21. and to 
5 5 Origen in his ſecond Book againſt Celſus Now, 
Pyplegon firſt of all avers in the moſt ſolemn 
.8 L ate 95 That Jeſus Chrift had been a true 
KG Prophes ; ; that he knew the Times that were 
4 to come; that ſuch were foretold by Him 
7 « and that there has been an exact Accompliſh- 
1 s ment of all his Predictions. 
4 | D 2 B. Pra Ys 
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B. Ds, what might induce Pblegon to ſpcak 
ſo poſitiyely in this Matter; or what Authority 


had he to ſupport ſuch a Declaration ? 

4. He auch the ſame Authority, as. you 
would have, if you ſearch'd the Records in the 
Tower of London, and got any Matter of Fus 


regularly atteſted from thence. You can't but r 


know, and every reaſonable Body muſt think, 
that they had at Rome (the great Metropolis) 
their Archives, publick Regiſters, or Records; 
you 1 muſt allow, that Phlegon had free Acceſs t 
theſe Record, when and gs often as he pleas' d; 
and] you. find nothin g more common amongft the 3 
primiti ve polog ifts, when pleading before E- 
perors or others in Defence of the Chriftiqn Re- 
ligion, than ae ng to cheſe publick Ads, gr 
Records. "TY 
B. I ſuppoſe then, this Poa ration of Pbles 
goo 's, touching the Divinity of + Chriſt, : Was 
what he grounded upon ſome Matters of Fad, 
recorded i in that publick Manner you ſpeak of 
Buß are there an ſuch Matters of Fes in Phle- 
g Hiſtory b the Olympiads, as will ſuffici- 
5 e ſuch Declaration of Phlegor' $ con= . 
Chriſt 5 Divinity to be well grounded? 
There is one Fad i in Phlegon 8 Hi ſtory, 
ck does it effectually; J and that: is, his re- 
cording the wonderful Darkneſs that overſpread 
the Face . of the Earth at the Time of | our Savi- 
our's Cracifixion ; this he had unqueſtionabl 1 
confirm' d to him from thoſe publick Record 
juſt mention'd ; the To he was in at e 1 


* 


11 8 


p 2 5 4, 

* 1 hinted already, muſt 8 y. lead him 
to ſcarch theſe Records, and the. Nature of the 
: Wort which he was compoſing [his Hiſtory] 
Mid indeed abſolute ly require it; in this Search 
Then among the publick Ads occur'd to Phlegon 
1 5 mong others, the ex traordinary Event I have 
I taken notice of, and. which he copy d i in 
e plain, ſimple Manner he found it recorded. 


2 


FE 


1 Theſe Records were indeed well enough known 
4 0 Friends as well as Enemies of Chriſtianity, or 
Ig there had not, been ſuch a frequent Appealing 
4 0 'em, as WE find there Was 5 and as to the par- 
| cu ar Fact now before us, that renown'd Mar- 
r Lucian, Tertullian, and others, have direct * 
Woes to theſe Rowan Annals, for the Truth 
4 it, and as -often confounded their Adverſa- 
23 with that ſort of Argument, 'The Martyr 
rien, ſo famgus for his Learning, Picty, and 
Tae when his Judge had interrogated 
Dim publickly about his Religion, and he had 
4 given an Account of his F aith, he afterwards 
ie d bis Voice to a higher Pitch, and ſpake as 
9 lows, © If you will not have any Regard to 
9 ky the Tefti imony I have given you for the Divie 


nid of Jeſus Chrift, you have nothing left 


but to conſult your awn Annals; there you 
1 will find, that during Pilates Government, 
4 and at the Time, when the Saviour of the 
© World was crucify'd, the. Sun diſappear'd, 

my the de vas buried, as it were, in 
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B. 1 1 t TOW how well at preſent to ob-if 
3 to this Teftimony of Lucian's, becauſe youl 
ſay he ſuffered Death for the Cauſe which he 
eſpouſed. That's a Time, I muſt own, when 
pious Frauds can hardly be ſuppoſed | to be prac- 
tic'd; and putting a Cheat upon themſelves or 
others, can turn to little Account: But before] 1 
fully aſſent to this Teſtimony, let me hear a little 4 
niore "of this Lucian, and Who it is that relatcal 1 
this of him. . 
3 caſily i imagin d, you was not ſo well ac- 
quainted with this Lucian, as with another off 
the fame Name, whoſe Dialogues (I know) now 
and then ſerve to exhilerate and keep up the Spi- 
rits of your Fraternity. Your Lucian had cer- 
tainly a great deal of Wit; but he did not tur 
it to ſuch good Purpoſe, as the Martyr did: 
And yet unawares, your Lucian too has giveaſ | 
a Teftimony to one of the greateſt Myfteries of our 
Religion, as I ſhall have Occaſion to ſhew and 
defend before we have done; ſo that his Wit 
proved a Snare to others, and has weakened the 
very Cauſe of Infidelity he was maintaining. As 
to our Martyr, if you dare believe the Character 3 guid 
that St. Chry/oftome* and Athanaſius F give of him, 5 5 bers. 
He was a Man of rare Accompliſhments, and un- F Hatte 
common Learning; a profound Philoſopher, and i Pink 
a compleat Orator; had a thorough Knowledge ace 
of the Holy Scriptures, and was ſo accurately pnce, 
skill'd in the Greek and Hebrew Learning, the 


he became a Corrector of the Septuagi e. | 
the 


3 


ift. 


* Tom. i. Hom. 46. 1 In Synops: 


A 


he Author of that famous vulgar Tranſlation 
f the Bible, that generally obtained in the Eaſt, 
oth in the fourth and th Centuries, and was 
Inmonly call d Lucian Verſion. Tis natu- 
al to believe, ſuch an able Defender of his Re- 
gion, would not be wanting in laying hold of 
I ec Weapons, that his Enemies had furniſhed him 

With for that Purpoſe; I mean their own Re- 
a.. And that he did thus defend himſelf, as 
tien 4 have ſaid already, you may learn from Rafi- 
cal , a Cotemporary of St. Jerome, and once a 
Wreat Friend of his, at the latter End of the 
urth Century: And, for your farther Satisfac- 
Won in this Matter, you ſhall have the Teftimo- 
y of Tertullian likewiſe, when you pleaſe, who 
Ppeal' d to the Roman Archives, for the Truth 
F the ſame Matter of Fadi, concerning the mi- 
Wculous Darkneſs at the Time of our Saviour 8 
'4 Nrucifixion. | 


cn B. I might except to Tertullian's Evidence, 
ut Wecauſe, contrary to the Method propoſed, he. 
nd neither Few nor Heathen ; but ſince tis ſo, 
i 


at his Evidence relates only to a Matter of Fa#, 
w th which he preſs'd his Enemies; and they 
Mere certainly concern'd to anſwer him, if they 
£0 uld ; and fince your are proving, that Hea- 
m, ens likewiſe have taken Notice of the ſame. 
n- 1 Watter of Fad, and from the ſame Records, I 

nd Wink Tertullian ought to be heard in a proper 
ge Mace: But I deſire, before he makes his Appea- 
yy ice, that Phlegon way be called once more 3 
at for 
a5 WY + Hi. Reel Lib, ix, Cap. 6. by. 
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for it was only faid-in genera a white age, if! 
remember right, that in 'Phiegon's Hiſtory of 
the Olympiad, Mention was made of this Fus, 
the wonderful Darkneſs," attending our Ab. 
ons Crucifixion 5 I deſire now to Know, How 
that Paſſage ſtands in Phiegon, and is What: Lan- 
Che wrote it? 

- A. I vill give you the Paſſage a Lengit aue 
which was written in Greek, and tranſlated into by 
Latin both by Enſebins* and St. Jerome. bes tura 
Original you may read at your Ecifere;+ I willi and 
now only give it you in Evgiifh - The Hiſtori- of t 


as 
® is; 


an; when he comes to the two humdren and ſecondl Lea 


(orf of 
whe 


Olympiad, ſays expreſsly, Tha in the fourth | 
laſt) Tear of thar Olympiad, (Which anſwers to 


the Eighteenth of Tiberius, and to the Year of muc 


our Lord's Crucifixion,) theres was 4 greurer 
Relipſe of the-Sun than was ever known before i 
There was Night at the Sixth Hour * of the Day; lf 


ther 
Ene 


in as much as the Stars wert ſeen in the Heavens Ml Rep 


There was alſo a mighty Earthquake, which cauſal I 1B 
a great Overthrow at Nice in Bithynia. | The Evia 
Fathers in their Apolegericks laid à great Streß 2 _- 


(as well they might) upon theſe Words of PH. well 
gon; and they have demonſtrated in thoſe and Hut 
other of their Works, that this Eclipſe of Soy 


ein 


gon's, (or to ſpeak more properly, that ſudden FE 


Defection, or Ceſſation of Light at N oon-Day, lf les 
neither was, nor could be, other than a Super nu. you. 
5 BE A 

* Hieron, & Euſtb. in Chronico. 3 


1 Phleg. Olymp. 202. „ of 
* *'Tis well known, that at Rome the Sixth Hour was our x 


; * 
5 „„ | 


ade Eclipſe; bapnidg at the Death of our Sa- 
viour, fince by the unanimous Agreement of all 
- Aftronomers, whether Greek or Roman, or any 
here elſe through the Univerſe; there neither 
was, nor could be, a natural Eclipſe; during that 
Agbicemb Vear of Tiberius's Reign; and conſe» 
0 Ty that Darkneſs, we are now talking of; 
4A muſt neceſſaril y have been miraculous or ſuperna- 
rural, it happening at the Time of full Moon, 
and was ſuch an Eclipſe, as put the whole Syſtem 
of the Univerſe quite out of Order. Give me 
Leave then to tell you, Sir, this is ſuch a Sort 
of Proof for the Truth of our Religion, that 
whenever it has been urg' d, it has carried ſo 
much Strength and Weight along with it; has 
appeared ſo very powerful and cogent, chat neĩ- 
cher Porpbyry, nor Julian, nor any of our other 
Enemies have WN able to make any n 
Beeply to it. 
B. You Com: to be Re 18 upon this firſt 
Y Evidence given by Phlegon; and if the Caſe ſtands 
1 ly and truly, as you have put it, I think He 
| well deſerves the Precedency that's given him. 
But there are ſome Soruples, I muſt tell you, that 
2 „ bin reſt with me touching this TgHimony of Phle- 
; 4 gon: If he has finiſhed his Evidence, my Soru- 
1 ples” Ve: Ex Om are "_— to be offered to 
c oY Te was you, if you remember, that calld 
for Phlegon to make his /econd Appearance; al 
now he is here; I don't care get to part with 


him: I T find you are "Trang n ( though 
E I be- 


. 


I believe nothing: more than what I have often 


1 | 
BD 
{ 
| 
| 
6 
: 
| 


td the Fows, touching their approaching 2 
E Ruin, and that of their City Jeruſulem in F 


« gught to be lol d on as the Effett of ſoine|i 


© of Heaven, that Things ſhould ſo fall out. 
And here tis proper to obſerve to you from Ori- ö 
gen that he did not fail taking Advantage i 
from this Aut bority of Phlegon, for refuting the i 
Calumnies of Celſus, and for proving the Divinui. 
ty of Jeſus Chriſt, againſt the Profancneſs of that ha 


poſe, which Eaſebius reports after Phlegon. 1 


your Scruphes,) and I may have an Occaſion to | 


fag. 


late, 
heard from your Libertives,) and therefore Fi pony 
make the moſt of PÞlegou that I can: Now, 
this Hearbsn Writer in bis Hiftory of the Oyn- 

piads, gives this farther Teftimorny in Behalf off L 
the Chriftiqn Religion, and which equally de- zs 
ſerves our Notice with the former, via. That 3 4 | 

« the Predictions, which St. Peter had made 


«. * particular, had been all exactly fulfill'd in 
« -what had happen d; and that ſuch an Euein 


« ſaperior Power, and as the Will and Pleaſure} 


Epicurean t And here: alſo it may be farther re- 3 © + 
mark'd, with your Leave, that at the Tiane 6 _ 
when Origen writ, this Chronicle of ®blegan' was in 
all entire, and in every body's Hands. Thexe's | 7 ar 
another Fa# that was recorded by Phlegon, in his + fa 
Olympiads, that ſerves very well our preſent bar. x E 


will juſt mention it, (for I am impatient to hve | 'S zl 


ſpeak of it mote: fully another Time: "Tis | — 
TOP _ r An Tum Ty © 20 has Vir | 4 | 


Wales Otis. Lb. i 4 


Ma 


ften late, —_ under the Diſzrares bo tes with, 'be= 
1 i came bis own Exccutioner ; killing himſelf through 
W. Defpeir, after he had languiſbed for ſome Time in 
bit Exile, being banifbed by the Emperor Caligula. 
of And now, I am ready to hear what thoſe Seru- 
16. plas are, touching Phlegon's Teftimony, as T have 
Y given it, coneerni ng the miraculous De at 
our Saviour's Death. 6 
= 3: One Scruple that I have is this: There's 
en Author, who has been of good Credit many 
Wl Years ago for /omeWorks that he publiſh'd, and He 
is much valued by our Society, who ſays cxpreſs- 
, that this extraordinary Eclipſe that Phlegon 
ſpcaks of, is plac'd by him, not in the fourth Year of 
che ro hundred and ſecond Olympiad, as you have 
nour given it from the Collection of Teftimonies ly- 
ing before us, but in the fourth Vear of the to hun- 
gared aud tenth Olympiad ; and ſays farther, that 
in this Account of PAR bs, the Sun is ſaid to 
have been then in Piſces, one of the twelve cles 
tlal Signs. I don't remember to have ſeen this 
particular Tract of the Author's, otherwiſe than 
in Manuſtript; but in that Manner tis common 
and very current amongſt us: And, if what he 
ſiays be true, your Argument is of no Force, and 
the Teftimony. of Phlegon only ſerves to prove, 
that there was an extraordinary Eclipſe about 
= thirty two Years ger the Time that 708 have 
| fixed for the Death of Chriſt. ED 
A. Euſebius, who makes ſo much Uſe of Phle- 
gon's Olympiads, when he comes to the fourth 
ear of the two Wan 705 ant Olympiad, has 
* $45 4/4 theſe 


j 
F 
1 
| 
| 
: [ 
| 
f 


gontis; 3 Tope. de x; Al 6 #2; 'OauuridSac yoduOwn OA 


L 
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theſe remarkable. Occurrences, vi x. This Fear 


Lucan the Poet, being catch d. in a Plat, ela 
out bis Arm for the Surgeon. to cut his Far 

Nero ſet Rome on Fire, that he might have the 
better Idea of Troy. when in Flames; and three 
Cities in Aſia were overturned by an Earthquake, | 


Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colgſſe. But not a 
Word of ſuch an extraordinary Eclipſe as We 
are talking of: and I'll venture to ſay, before I 
name your Author, (which I can eaſily do, and 


am no Stranger to the Manuſoript,) that he is the 
only Perſon that ever charged Pblegon in this 
Manner; and J have often wonder'd what Frenzy 
could carry a Man ſo far, as to attempt to 
change the Text of Pplegon, in order to rob 
Chriftians of ſo ſingular a Teftimony given by a 
Heathen from the publick Records for the Divi- 


nity of Jeſus Chriſt. I am ſenſible, however, Fl 


am now lying. under the Suſpicion of In/inceri- 
ty, as to this Quotation from Phlegon ; and there» 


fore have no better Way to clear myſelf of ſuch 
Imputati ion than by ſummoning Meurſius in his Y 
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Notes upon  PÞlegon- Here he is; read, and then | 


give: me your * | 
Bs I 


of i Meurſius ip notis af Phlegontis Tralliani 88 de 1 


Olympiis. Vid. F. Gronovii 3 Aniig. Grao. Vol. ix. 
Dag. 1292 

"Euſeblus in Chron. nominat xiii. Iibrum Chronicorum Phle- 
aS, TE run 
culdr iv TW Tpl o deredl ur du durols rde. Te de tru rig 
EB. "Oxuuri43O- 2yfvelo Traubic,* 76 rt lag la tre Ziartocm is de- 


1 Oxupri43G- zyivilo zun Hats lueyler, Tar Z yrubuch in 
| Tpolepoy. * vt ape, ly Ti; huipas Sysvelo d H hgipas fy up 


va Paviva. CE1ofa6; 76 piyac uart BI, verde T& 62k 
Nina las * bale. Ubi habes, ecce, * item 


Ex 4 


r 
at B. I don't find one Word here of Piſces, or of 
14 | Wt he two hundred and tenth Olympiad : If there be 


„o more Phlegous, my Author has certainly play'd 
be the Knave The Paſſage is as you have repre- 


e 
, 
a 


Nented it ta be, as to Time 3 and I own your 
ranſlation of the whole to be juſt, as you 


1 
_—_ 
RR. 
_ 


ave it me from your Collection JI fear my Au- 


LL 
[WT 
x 5 
1 
+3 0 


vor had ſome / Ends to ſerve by this changing 
f Phlegor's Text. = 

= 4. Your Author is Bodin, the ſame Man that 

writ fix Books de Republica, and other Pieces 

9 9 ES af 14 is that 


oy 
5 


Ex Euſcbio autem tranſtulit Paulus Diaconus, Hiſt. Miſe. Lib. vii. 
Scribens autem inter cæteros & Phlegon, qui Oly mpiadas ſuper ipſis 
enumerat, in tertio decimo ſermone eiſdem verbis adſerit. Por- 
ro quarto anno CCII Olympiadis, facta eſt defectio Solis maxi- 
ma, & nox hora ſextà diei facta eſt: ita ut etiam ſtellæ in cce- 
lo apparerent. Terræmotus etiam magnus in Bithynia factus, 
plurimam Nicææ partem urbis ſubvertit. Et Maximus in Scho- 
* is ad Dionyſii Areop. Ep. vii. Msurila wiv x, Oacywry, 6 Eu 
z nds %poroypaPOr, Y TrcradertTw xporoypabier ev TH EB. Oauys 
48, Ti; dne, Tairn;, Ante omnes vero Origenes contra 
elſum, Lib. ii. qui de numero tamen libri ambigit. @0azywy wer 
. ev rp. Sede, 1 Teooupronadinkty, HTuai THY Xpornes, x} 
e Te? Twwy peradviey mpdyruniy TSwe To Kpigg. Et mox: 


A paſſionem venit anno Tiberii decimo octavo, = tempore etiam 
Y aliis Ethnicorum Commentariis, hæc ad ver 
* 
per his & 
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L 30 ] 
that are deſervedly eſteemed for a great deal of i, ; 
good Learning that is in them: But the i 
ſcript, out of which you and Thouſands: fuck 
their Poiſon, (written Dialogue Wiſe and in La. 
tin, ) is intitled, De abditis rerum fublimium Ar. 7 | 
canis. Tis in theſ peſtilent Dialogues that. he 
has ventur'd in ſuch a groſs malicious Manner | 
to impoſe upon the World in relation to this 
Teftimony of Phlegon; and as to your Fears off 
Hodin's having ſome ill Ends to ſerve, it ap- 1 
pears plain enough from thoſe Dialogues, inf ; 4 
other Inſtances beſides this. : 

B. I own, Bodin was the Author I meant; 7 
but pray, what arc thoſe other Inſtances, that | Te 
ſhew his / Deſigns ? 3 

A. I ſay no more at-preſent, than that i in thoſo Y 
Dialoguos, he queſtions the Virgin Mary as ſuch = 
after our Saviour's Incarnation, or God mani- bn! | 
feſted in the Fleſh ; and treats the ro fir 

Chapters of St. Luke's Goſpel as groin ; . 

| becauſe the Divinity of Jeſus Chri ift there ai 
plays i it ſelf in ſo full a Light; upon the whole, 
tis too plain, that Bodin, under the Mask o 

a Chri iſtian, was cither Jew or . Infide] at the 2 

Bottom; and I hope in a little Time, God | 

will give you Grace to leave ſuch Company, and A 

to uſe thoſe Means that he has appointed to 92 

make you happy. I hope your Scruple however Peri: 

is now at an End; if not, Reaſon it ſelf will A 

do it for you : And you know by the Laws of 

your Society, as has been already obſery'd, you 

arc bound to uſe thoſe Faculiie that. 22 ba 1 

2 SE | 


t 
't 


| 8 


ben 
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vl jou "after the ben Manner you dan. For 
Fonſider the Fad or Fads now before us; Ps 
i | on tells us from the Roman Necords that there 
N ſuch a ſurprifng Darkneſs, and chat it was 
oi Pttended with a violent Eartbquabe; and the pri- 
te "0 Witive Writers in their Apologies for the Truth 
the Chriftian Religion, appeal to thoſe very 
rd, whether thoſe rwo Pads were not there 
1 Pur atteſted in the like Manner as they were 
elated by the Evangelifts - But would it not 
I ave 1 very abſurd, impertinent, and doing 
Wo manner of Service to the Cauſe of Chriſtia- 
999 Bey, if, in thoſe Records which they were ap- 
Pealing to, they had not known there was a 
Perfect Agreement in Point of Time, as to ſuch 


by 75 

AF} 

"ry 
5 


oſe f Darkneſs and Earthquake, and our Saviour's 
ich, Frucifixion ? And how eaſy had it been for thoſe 


m- Whey appeaPd to, to have ſhewn em their Error, 
rſt nd which certainly they wou'd have done, if 
bal, L nf cou'd ? But the prublick Records were too 
liſ Nell known; the Apologiſts therefore triumph'd 
le, this Particular, as well they might; nor was 

of | ö . here ever a Porphyry, a Lucian, a Celſus, or a 


che gan, that offer d to controvert the Point of 
Sod þ 1 eme, as to this Eclipſe. Aftronomers, as J ſaid 
and 4 fore, have all agreed that there could be no 
to Natural Eclip/e during the eighteenth Year of Ti- 
ver ¶ Periuss Reign, which was the Year of our Savi- 
al bur's Crucifixion; and yet the Roman Records ſay 
0 A 


There was an Boligſe that very Year; the Apolo- 
you n very well knew the Romans had recorded 
bas 1 ach nen Eclipſe, and therefore with great 
ven I 205 FLEE Con- 


— 


FL \ 
= >, PE — 
a” — „ 
os — — - o 


— ww PI ———_ - - 


ä 
— . 


— 
Fg 


| Heathen Writer, that can bear Witneſs: to this 7 3 


then to give you the beſt Satisfaction I can. 


| Scraple or Obje#ion, tis true, relating to Phle 


and his ground. The Objection is this; I ob- 
ſerve, Phlegon in his Tgimony does not take 


aoturol Eclipſe, and yet many ſurpriſing Cir- 


rc 32 ] 7 
Confidence make their Appeal: Pblegon relate ? 
the ſame Thing from thoſe Records; his fourth Wl 

Tear of the two hundred and ſecond Olympiad i; 
well known to-correſpond with the eighteenth of 
Tiberius; and the Paſſage given by Phlegon bein AJ 
the ſume, and taken from the ſame Place, where 
the Apologiſts appeal'd to, it muſt be, that the 
fourth Vear of the two hundred and ſecond Ohm. 4 
piad was the Time when this extraordinary Eclipſe 4 
happen d. But, Sir, were it poſſible that Pblegons 
Teftimony cou'd be any ways ſhaken (as I am ſure 4 
it cannot) aon deficit alter; he is not the oni 


wonderful Darkneſs, and being wonderful, ſerv d [ | 
to illuſtrate the Death of our Saviour: I have one 
in petto, whenever you pleaſe to call for him; and(f i 
I can tell you farther, he is older than Pbles on 2 
too; for he liy'd even in the iii Century: 50. 


my Buſineſs now is to hear your Scruples, if) you yl 55 
have any more about Phlegon's Teſtimony, and * 3 


B. Vou are very obliging : I have cher i Sch 


gon's Teſtimony ; and I think a pretty 1e 
one too; anſwer it, if you can; and till vou 
have done that, I would not have you be ſo po- 
ſitive, as you are, that Phlegon will rail 


any Notice, that it was ul Moon when this 1 1 | = 
Eclipſe. happen'd, and therefore it might be a aul 


cumſtancei 4 


tx, 


F ſtances attending it; but 'tis your Buſineſs, you 
know, to make it out to be ſupernatural, or elſe 


th 78 
4 is Ppiegon's 7. eftimotry will not ſerve your preſent 
offi [Purpoſe ; Aſtronomers have acquainted the 


= World with many amazing Eclipſes; yet all in 
* a natural Way. There was a prodigious Echip/e 
Nuſhering in the Death of Charles the Great, as 
Eginbardus in his Life relates. There was ano- 
cher Eclipſe twenty-cightYears after that, as taken 
notice of by Alſledius and others; ſo great, that 
the Kars were ſeen, as in the Night-time. And 
3 you know, tis not many Years ago, that we 
vere Witneſſes our ſelves of ſuch an Eclipſe here 
in England; ſo very dreadful, that the Birds felt 
down to the Ground; but theſe Eclipſts all 
happen'd by a regular Motion of the heavenly 
* Bodies; 7 wet ſuch I am to ſuppoſe | Phlegon's 


du, * ML 18 Sir, if this Ea can't be prov'd 


5 a 4 * 5 be ſupernatural, your Argument is juſt ; but 

aueh, the frequent Appeals made in that re- 
A ped, pretty ſtrongly imply it, were there no 
ppther Proof, It looks very odd, and reflects 
 Kighly on the Underſtanding of the Apologifts, 
4 Cho, I hope, may be heard by-and-by in this 
Matter of Fa, ) that they ſhou'd make ſuch a 
x © Stir and Buſtle in the World about an Eclipſe of 
the Sun in a natural Way, however dreadful. | I 
chink, they might as well have told their Em- 
AF perors, when they were pleading before them, 
that the Peloponneſan War was juft or unjuſt, be- 
FF <auſe the WT Lear it began, there was a terri- 
# © ble 


5 that he continu” din the jon, three Vears; 5 that 
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ble Eclipſe ori well known,) inſomuch that the 
Stars were ſeen at Noon-day : But their Apo- Wi © 
geti icks ſuffic iently ſhew em to be Men of ex- 
cellent Senſe and great Learning; and you can 
no more doubt of the Genuineſs 85 thoſe Works, 74 
than you can of the Annals of Cornelius T7: acitus, 
or the Commentaries of Julius Ceſar. 'Tis cer- . 
_ then, the Eclipſe taken notice of by Phle- 
| and appeal'c d to by theſe primitive Writers, 43 
— be defended in the Manner you inſiſt it 
ſhould be, that is, in proving it to be /7 upernaty- Y 
ral. But fill, the Argument, i in the main, does 
not turn upon Phlegor' s omitting to ſpeak of the 
Eclip/e being when it was full Moon. It has 
been obſery'd already, that by the unanimous 
Conſent of all Aſtronomers, there coud not have 
been any natura! Eclipſe, during the eighteenth 
Year of T7; iberias ; 3. and if there had, your own 
Reaſon and frequent Obſervation tells you, that 
in a natural Eclipſe, there cou'd not be Dark- 
neſs for three Hours; as there reall y was in the 
preſent Caſe. The Evangelifts ſay in expreſs | 
Terms, that our Saviour began his Mini ry the 
fifteenth Year of Tiberius ; it appears likewiſe, 


he kept four Paſſovers with his Diſciples, and 
3 that Time ſuffer d Death for us; after 1 

which there was Darkneſs over all the Earth | 
from the ſixth to the ninth Hour. As to Phle- 
gon's not mentioning 1 the full Moon therefore, it ' 
ought to be. conſider 'd, that he was writing as 
an Avnalift, and abt as an a Aftronamer ; ; orra- 
ther, = 


4 
4 
> 


1 ther, in my Opinion, he 775 purely and fim- 
7 4 ply as he fourid this extraordinary Event enter'd 
4 in the public Records, and did not trouble him- 
ſelf with 4fronomical Calculations, or at leaſt 
W might not then have his Tables at bund. But, 
1 Sir, if what I have ſaid in this Matter does not 
1 give you full Satisfaction, 1 muſt tell you once 
bor all, that an Eclip/e, if at the Time of the 
E | Paſſer, (which was the Time unqueſtionably 
when our Saviour ſuffer d) muſt be when the 
Moon was at full ; for ſo the Almighty in the 
; Jewiſh Law commanded it. Here's at hand 2 
curious and judicious Enquirer into the Nature 
of the Fewiſh Laws, * who ſpeaks thus to the 
W Matter in hand. The divers keeping of the 
= < Paſſover ſeemeth to have taken the Beginning 
( < from the divers keeping of the Month; for 
We < when they reckon'd their Month from the "Ap 
= © paritiov, which was doubtful and uncertain, 
4 hence it came to paſs, that the Beginning of 
the Month was not always at the ſelf-fame 
period; for the laſt Day of Adar might fall 
out 8 that it ſhould be the Beginning of 
Mean; and therefore the Sanbedrin appoint- 
ed, that the Fall Moon ſhould be the thir- 
teenth Day, which according to the Verity 
was the fourteenth; this Diverſity aroſe of 
this, becauſe of the divers Apparitions of the 
Moon, fo they kept the Preparation to the 

| Paſtha diverſly,” In the Kanten Day 
: | A F 2 | the 
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36 
the feſt. Month is the Lord's Paſſover, ſays the 
Text, (Levit. xxiii. 5.) you can no more diſpute 
the Truth of the Jewiſh Laws, than you can of 
thoſe made in the Greek and Roman Common» 
wealths; and tis as plain, that Chriſt comply d, in 
keeping theſePaſſoversat the ſame Time as the Jews 


did. Then drew nigb the Feaſt of unleavened Bread, 
which is called the Paſſover ; and the Chief Prisſts 
and Scribes ſought how they might kill him, (Luko 
xxii. 1.) And it came to paß, when Jeſus had fi-. 
niſd d all theſe Sayings, he ſaid unto his Diſci- 
ples; Te know, that after two Days is the Feaſt of 


the Paſſover, and the Son of Mean is to be deliver'd 
to be cruciſy d, ( Mat. xxvi. 1.) I hope, you don't 


require more to be ſaid for eſtabliſhing this Point, 
that our Saviour Werd when it was | Full Moon 5 


and this may amply ſupply the Deficiency in 
Phlegor's Teftimony, which you object to; tho 
I think what has been ſaid for him juſt now, was 


2 ſufficient Excuſe in that Reſ pet: However the | 8 
T, eftimony of Phlegon, as the Caſe now fian J 5 is 


f and of full Force again. 

B. Vou ſay, that Chriſt kept the Peſbver at 
the ſame Time the Fews did, and therefore it 
muſt be Full Moon when he ſuffer'd : But does 
it appear from the Texts you have quoted, or 
any otherways, that the Jews and Chrift as eat 
the Paſſover upon the ſame Day? , 


A. I grant, tis a Queſtion, that may, and has 
been put before now; but, I think, it will do you 
little Service at this N which way ſoever it 


be reſoly'd : However, III give you the Reſolu- 
tion 
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ion. of the ſame 3 perſon * 1 quoted juſt 
Wow, upon it, and if you think fit to reply, I 
5 am ready to hear you. 5 Chriſt, ſays he, ob- 
? kc ſerv'd the true Day; in the End of the ws 
"I teenth Day, and the Beginning of the fifteenth, 
& he eat it betwixt 7wo- Evenings © - But the Jews 
„ F transferred the Day; and eat it in the End of 
the fifteenth Day, and Beginning of the le- 
teenth; and therefore when Chriſt eat the Paſe 
ver, it was the. Day of the Preparation to 
the Jewiſh Paſſover, altho' indeed it was the 
true Paſſover,” And is not this Reſolution 
Werccable to the Jewiſb Law, and the, Fa# it 
elf in regard to the Time of our Saviour's Suf- 
ering? Does not the Fewiſh Law ſay, In the firft 
nth, the fourteenth Day of that Month, between 
„ 7wo Evenings is the Lord's s Paſſover, ( Lev, 
WW: xiii. 5.) alluding to the Charge given by God 
a to the People of Vrael, when he was leading them 
"FT put of the Land of Egypt, that they ſhou d have 
N N beir . in Readineſs FN the fourteenth 


4 F by 1 2 and am now convinced it wou'd turn 
4 0 little Account, if I did; if you pleaſe, we'll 
C Fiſmiſs Phlegon ; we have had him a long While 
Pefore us, and I think you have made the moſs 
[ 3 Pe him; much more, I muſt own, than ] at firſt 
3 f ae J think, you ſaid ſome Time ago, that 


liv'd 
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nid even in the 2 Oentury, and was Able to | that 
give Evidehce as to this Darkneſs at Chtift's Cri i 7 the 
cifixion © I am ready to hear him, when youll - 
will; and pray what is his Name? 5 is / 
| A. He is often ſpoken of by the Fathers | un · * E 
der the Name of Thallas ; and they generally Walt 
join his Teftimony with that of DPhlegon' 3, the one . 
to fupport the other. *Tis ſo done by Wasn F 
Felix in his OfZavias ; 3 by Tertullian in his Abe 4 1 
logetique ; by Juftin in his Exhortation to the Gen- Nad. 
tiles; by La#antias, and ſome others. Thallu® Wen 
Was a Greciat, living, as I faid before, in the 4 | . 
firft Century, and writ, it ſeems, the Syriac H. 
flories with great Exactneſs, in Conjunction i = 
one Caftor, who, Vofias believes, and with a goodMill. 3 
deal of Reaſon, was the Son of that = F Wor 
whom Cicero has made famous by his Inve&tivesif B 
againſt him. —_ this Thallus i in his third Book 4 1 Kits 


7 * 


« zeenth Year of 7; berius's RO! þ a 
B. I find, this Thallus comes handed down to 36; 
us by the Fathers, whilit they were pleading their 7 
own Cauſe; I have often told you, I don't like ie 
it; let the Teflimony come directly from ſome |. 4 
Heathen Writer, and I ſhall be much better 1 in 
tisfy d. 15 pe ct 
A . Pleaſe to conſider a litt le, Sir: The 2 22 
of Thallus, or any other Heathen Writer, that 9 Wourſ 
comes to us in this Manner, comes with greater IF 
Force, and carrics greater Authority with it, 1 2 5 
GG: than | 


. 128 


Eben by . other fort « of Conveyance. For, in 
Ihe Caſc of an Appeal from Chriſtians to Heg- 
W ens if the Heathen Author that is quoted; if 
g is Works ;, and if moreover any particular Paſe 
5 E. in ſuch Works, are all allow d of, and not the 
nel beaſt Obje&tion made; this certainly muſt be re- 

"8 "4% Petit ſuch Author, ſuch his Works, and ſuch 
ne Parti icular Paſſage in his Works, in the ſtrongeſt 
"i 4 Lanner poſſible. Vou do not queſtion, nor in- 
al 2 Ned can you, whether ſuch Apologies were really 
ade for the Chriſtian Religion; and you may 


wii well queſtion Cicero, (whom I juſt now nam'd) 
hell when he tells us, there was ſuch a Man as Pro- 
I 55 goras, and that he vended ſuch and ſuch im- 
ich 5 ious Diſcourſes, as diſpute here about Thallts 


Ind the Paſſage already Wen er to be in his 


| 5 a 
ves 3 B. Tis true; I have aka in ſome meaſure 
ok uon d of ſuch "ſoit of Proof from the Fathers, 


s being reaſonable; and therefore ſhall preſs it 
ail 4. 50 farther: But have you any ancient Writer, 
- und of good Credit, who writes profeſſedly as 

an Hiftorian or- Chronologer, and not as an Apo- 


to ; 1 , and who takes any Notice of this mira= 
eir Mous Darkneſs at ſuch Time? If ſo, I defire 1 to 
ke "Hear him. 72 


ne of * A. I think, I am able to oblige you with \ fach 
a- i 5 Author too, that will anſwer in every Re- 
pe & what you deſire: Lis the celebrated Ju- 
51 us Africanus, who flouriſh'd-not above three or 


1 Ih * 
bs. 1%. 


| q Wo urfcore e after Phlegos, and was once ſent 
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by his Countrymen ip N. Jcopolis, as Amb Tadot to and 
the Emperor Antoninus Heliogabalus, to obtai ain 5 wit“ 
ſome Priviledges; in which Embaſſy he was ſuc- ch 
ceſsful : This noble African compil'd an excel-· 
lent Work, much valued by all the Learned, 1 
written in a Chronological Way; ; and containing, 
in be Books, a compendious but accurate Hil 
| tory of all remarkable Occurrences in the World, 
from the Creation to the Reign of Heliogabaius 4 
Falius Africanus was a Cbriſtian, and may be 4 Gar 
reckon'd the firſt and moſt ancient Hiſtorian a 1 
the Chriſtians had: Now, this Man in his Chro- 
nology remarks in the fame M anner, as Dblegon A 
and Thallus had done, (the one in his O/ympiads, il 
the other in his third Book of the Syriac Hiftory,) . 
that there was an Univer/a! Darkneſs, putting 
on World under the greateſt Conſternation at the 
ry Time when our Saviour /uffered. # 4 
f 7 I find by this Teſtimony of Julius Afri. canus | Nef! 
that the Darkneſs was univerſal ; and I obſerve As 
in general from the Teſtimonies you have alled ged 8 2 | 
tocorroborate (as you think) the Scripture Account: 1 
of this Darkne/5, that you would have it thought A 4 
to be uni verſal, or over all the Earth ; whereas 1 n 
by the Scripture Account, the Darkms ſeems to 8 | 
have extended itſelf no farther than the Land of © * 
Paleſtine Bega accordingly renders it, /upsr 8 x 
acer four regionem; and I can't but be of the ſam: 
Opinion with that learned Commentator, vis. Y 
That the Miracle ſtill appears greater, if at the JH 
Time of the Paſſover, when it was Full Moon, 
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* Mat. xxvii. 45. Mark xv, 33. 
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. 24 when at Midday, the Sun ſhould ſuddenly 


r to 
ain Wichdraw its Light from that little Corner of 
ac- che Earth only, where this great Scene of Chriſt's 


2 Je 3 


a wag aCted, and yet the hel World 
beſides ſhould enjay its Light at the lame 
Time. 
3 Tris wit, Sin, there is Room for ſuch 3 
= 2 Jonjeure ; but you muſt own, it can do your 
us. 1 Nauſe no Service, were it to be ſupported, as I 
n ſatisfy d it cannot: Indeed our own Verſion 
1 ir a Fer, ſeems to favour this Conjecture; for we 
render the Original, in St. Matt hem, over all 
* Land; in St. Mark, over the whole Lang - But 
Fin St, Luke tis render d, over all the Eartayf 
„mich beſt anſwers the Import and general Ac- 
een of the. Greek Word. The Septuagint 
Wes the yery ſame Mord, when the Earth, in ge- 
neral muſt be underſtood, and not any one Part 
Noe it: The Earth was without Form, and void *# 
vel 2d A. to Beza's Verſion, tis to be obſerved, that the 
de me, as tis render d by Tremellius, (and which 
N 5 agrees with the Original Greek,) runs through- 
Put the three Evangeliſts, over all the Earth, or 
ver the whole: Earth -|| And had Beza and 
- pur Tranſlators been living, when the Syriac 
4 ] T.ranflation was made, I'm ſatisfy d there would 
„ 4 F 58 been no ſuch Caution us d by em, in ren- 
Fg: this Paſſage. But you ſay with Beza, 
5 fs the © Miracle 5 8 greater, in not ſuppo- 
LEY ſing 
* Mat. xxvii. 47. 6m? dear Ti,» yi. | | 


{ Luke xxili, 44. 10 Bur The 28. 
> Gen. i. 2. | 
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fing the Darkneſs to A Sibel but rathet 
confining it to that Place or Country, where the 
Scene of Wickedneſs was more particularly acted 
in rrutiſyiug th Lord of Glory. I will freely 
ſpeak my Own Senſe of this Matter, whateyer 
Weight it may have with you. Our Saviour's 
Crucifixion, it muſt be allow'd, had a Relation 


to the Sins of the whole World, and not of thoſe "lh © 


only who liv'd in the Land of Paleſtins e This 4 
miratulous Darkneſs, therefore, was properly the 
San#ion, or the Method taken by infinite Wiſ- 
dom, to manifeſt his Wrath and vindictive Juſ- 
tice, in the Death of dur Redeemer : And if ſo, 
then ſuch Sanckion of divine Wrath may be reaſo- 
nably ſuppoſed to be made known at that Time 
to all Mankind. In Adam we all died; and when 
the Time was come, that in Chriſt we ſbould all 
be made alive, I muſt think, that this miraculous 
Darkneſs, out of which Light was to ariſe to the 
Gentiles Was notify d by our heavenly Father to all Y 


his Creatures, I mean to the fallen Race of Man- J bo 
kind in general, as well as to thePeopleof ox | 4 ; 


B. I do not make any Objection to this ſort of |: 
Reaſoning of yours; but are there any publick 


Reon ſupper Truth of he Ea, kues, f. 
the Darkneſs being univerſal. I own, you have 


proved this Darkneſs to be miraculous, whether we 
ſuppoſe it to have been univerſal, or particular - 
"Tis therefore for my own private Information, that . 
I now ask you, whether this Matter can any Ways 


be cleared yp; or whether there be any Authen- i} « 
tick Te n extant at this Time of Day * 
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the Face of ll whole Earth, to evince ſuch Dark- 
eſs to have been univerſal x 2 
A. You are pleas d to allow of my Reaſoning 
upon this Point; but your Queſtion now, let me 
tell you, is unreaſonable : However; if you'll ven- 
ture to believe that great and learned Prelate 
„Monſieur Huet, Biſhop of Avranche in France, 
| JF fately deceaſed-; and if in Conjunction with him, 
We you will give Credit to the Hiſtory of China, 
WW written by Hadr. Greſlon; and to three other 
Writers, Coupler, Intorceta, and Rougemont, who 
ſay the ſame Thing in their Account of Confu- 
cius ; I ſay, according to. theſe Authors, there 
are at this Day ſurprizing Monuments extant, for 
the Honour. of the Chriſtian Religion, in the 
Empire of China, to ſupport this Fa of an uni- 
verſal Darkneſs at our Saviour's Crucifixion : 
The Chineſe, all the World well knows, have 
been long diftinguiſh'd for their Skill in Aſtrono- 
mm, as well as for their Exactneſs in recording and 
3 | Hand their Epocha, or-proper Period in all great 
1 23 Events: Now, according to this Authority here 
. = given you, the Chineſẽ have been particularly 
1 careful by remarking in their Calendars, or Au- 
nuals, (That under the Reign of their ſage Prince 
7 © Quan-vu-r1, there was a zotal Eclipſe of the 
* Sun in the Month of April ; with which the 
King was exceedingly ſurpriz'd ; for (ſay thoſe 
= © Annals) it happen'd contrary to the regular 
1 | © Courſe of Nature, [ 7. p. when it was Full Moon, | 
= * putting their Aﬀrondmers into the utmoſt Con- 
| « fuſion; 


xn his Demonſiratio "PR 
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. © fuſion; and their Eperbe, or Vear aſlign'c 
„ when this extraordinary Eclipſe happen d, an- 
ee ſwers (our Authors ſay) preciſely to the 
4 fourth Vear of the two hundred and ſtrond Olym- 
« »iad, which was the eighteenth Year of the WW 
«. Reign of Tiberius Ceſar, No admit or re- 0 
ject this Relation, as. you pleaſe; I will not 7 
knowingly inſiſt upon any Authority, where it 
can with any Colour be diſputed; though I ca- 
not fee any Exception to be made to this Rela- 
tion, unleſs it be that the Relators were Roman 
Catholicks ; which, in my Opinion, ought to be 
of no Forte or Weight at all in this Caſe: For 
though they (confeliedly) may have ſuch Ends 
in View, as) by introducing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion among the Ching, to introduce and in- 
culcate ſuch Dbærrines withal; which we think are 
not to be found in, or juſtify d by that Gg bel 
which they publiſh ;; yet their Appenuling to the ihe ms 
' Chineſe Annals, in reſpect of this wonderful Dark- i 
77 72e and ſhowing the exadt Confotmiry of fuch f. 4 
the Golpel, may fill * admitted ab'a ad; Proof | * E 
vf our Saviour's Divinity, and of the Truth ef 3 
Bis Doctrine in general: And 7bat, you muſt . : 
Ss fufficient for my preſent Purpoſe. * 2 2 
B. I do grant it; nor am I for uſing ach Me- 
hods to invalidate your Evidence for this > 
g Fats; for, upon ſuch Fucs, the Ro- 
naniſts cannot groumd any of thoſe Errors, which 
ve condemn as /#ch, though they inay find other 
70 1 to introduce em en the _— . T ne 
: rent, 
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I rant; che nn Fad i in . now is on- 
iy, Whether there was ſuch a Perſon as Foſus 


err, whoſe Divinity was recoguiz d by this mi- 
7: aculous Darkneſs: at. his Death; and whether 
uch an extraordinary Eclipſe of thy Sun was not 

Wakcn notice of at the ſame Time by the Chineſe, 
"= Phidng the extreme Parts of the Earth, and 


: Vas ſo recorded by them ? In ſuch Aa Caſe, I a 
Free, the Credibility; of the Authors you cite 


+ Fish: to be conſider d in another Manner, than 
a n barely ſaying they are Roman Catholicks : And 
5 ince the Subject is of that Importance, and, ag 
ou ſay, ſo much for the Honour of the Chriſ- 
ian Religion, if this Fa can be fully made out 
; rom the Chineſe Annals; I think, inſtead of re- 
W-cting or. condemning the Evidence given by 
ch Authors, their Evidence may ſtill ſtand good, 
fill (as there ought to be) a arideer Enquiry ſhall 
made into it; and in this Manner, if you 
= we'll drop it at preſent. 
14. Agreed; I think tis now big Time to clatin 


q Dc Promiſe you made me ſome Time ago, that 
4 ertullian ſhould be heard in a proper Place, 


Muching this miraculous Darkneſs at our Savi- 
WP s Paſſion, He appeals then to the ſame Ro- 


194 
5 an Records, or Archives, 5 that Phlegon and 


chers had recourſe to, in that famous Apology, 
Which he made with ſo much Argument and E- 
f Pauene in behalf of the Chriſtians, during the 
Reign of Severus. He ſpeaks of this Eclip/e, as 


} e of the greateſt, * moſt. authentick, and , 
* , no extraordinary Events, that had ever . K | 


pen d 


- 


If 
pen'd i in the Ove: : He ſets it "Forth botaly 
and openly, as a Prodigy that was well Kon 
over all the Earth: He repreſents it as a Fas 
publick, prov'd, and avow'd; and to which 
their own une had all alon g bore Witneſs 
Now, can it be imagin'd, that Tertullian could 
ever have been induc'd to ſpeak of this miracu - 2 l 
Jous Ecli pſe in ſuch a Manner; with ſuch a con- 3 
fident Air ; and to ground all he ſaid upon the 
very Ritords they were in Poſſeſſion of, before. f 
whom he was pleading, if he had not been very 3 
ſure of his Point? when nothing more was toi 
have been done to give him the Lye, and entire 
ly ruin all Chriftians and their Cauſe at once; 
than to have produced thoſe very Annals, of 
Record he was appealing to? About fifty Lean 
aſter Tertullian, Origen entered the Lifts witli 1 0 
Celſus the Epicurean, in publiſhing ( towards ch: | ; 
latter End of his Days) that admirable Work 
which we till have preſerved, and is generally 
efteemed, as the moſt compleat Performance 
amongſt all his Works extant. He there prove | 
irrefragably the Divinity of our Saviour from thi: 
wonderful Darkneſs, as alſo from the Bertha; = | 
that was felt at his Death under the Rei . 
Tiberius. He makes Phlegon alſo his Voucher A 
theſe Things ; for he well knew, he was ſuchl 4 
an Author they could make no Objection to; 
he being of the ſame Religion with themſelves Me... 
and beſides, Phlegon's Chronicte was at that k hw 
Time read by all the World. TI hope, Sir, bu D ligt 
du Time I have left you no Room for queſtion 
ing 


(4+? 
ing che Truth of that Fa#, which has been the 
Subject of our preſent Gonkerence; ; T mean the 
W miraculous Eclipſe and Earthquake that happen'd 
at our Saviour's' Crucifixion : You ſee how well, 
Ino fully the Teftimonies of Heathen Writers 
4 bear Witneſs to ib of the primitive Fathers; 
Wand how both of them confirm the Account gi- 
Nen of this Darkneſs in the Holy Scriptures; 
he Evidence therefore given by Heathen Writers 
as ſufficiently prov'd the grand Point of all, 
Wiz. the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour; and 
hat there was juſt Reaſon for the Exclamation 
ade by the Areopagite, upon this miraculous 
lipſe, which he himſelf was witneſs to, -viz. 
; Either the Divine Nature ſuffers, or elſe now ſym- 
acbixes with him that does ſo. KAR: 
B. If you pleaſe to remember, before we left 
he Park, and came into your Study here; 1 
| ande od to you, that I was ſincerely diſ- 
os'd to hear all you cou'd offer in Defence of 
3 . e Chriftian Revelation; and I muſt now farther 
100 Mi un to you, that the Evidence which you have 
10 Foduc'd from Heathen Writers, as to this par- 
hi cular Fa# of the Eclipſe and Earthquake, in 
abi F of it, has given me no ſmall Satisfaction; 
, ol Ind as often as I read the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
for 4 2 on for the future, the concurrent Teſtimonies 
vc ou have brought, will have their true Wei ght, 
1 nd muſt create an inward Pleaſure withal.” But 
es WÞcfore I take my Leave of you, I wou'd willing- 
. know the Reaſon, why you juſt now touch d 
uy wo light! y. Upon. the Teſtimony of the Areopagite, 
which 
1 


1 
which is a Teftimony ſo well known, and which 1 
expected: you wou'd: have produc'd, when youll . 
firſt ſet out upon this Sort of Proof. 
A. I defire it may not be forgot, Aer 1 1 tou 
you at the Beginning of this Conference, that l N 
od deal with you in this Affair (as being au 0 
Aﬀair, of the laſt Conſequence). with the me 1 
Sincerity; though (as I beg Leave to remind © 
you once more) your Fraternity in this Reſpeal 3 
are notoriouſly deficient themſelves, and there 
fore ought to be” ſuſpected. Nous, che Reaſor E] 
of my not inſiſting on this Tzfimony of Diony/cul 
the Arxeopagite, is, becauſe ſome Criticks do noi 
appear fully ſatisfied, as tothe Authority on vidi 
the Writers of the Life of Dionyſius ground 
this Exclamation of his; Dr. Cave. makes a Seru 
ple, when he ſays, I Credit may be given to th 
Mriters of his Life; and yet that great Mai 
aſſigns no Reaſon for fach Scruple neither. Ther 
are many learned Men, who do not in the lea 
queſtion the Truth of this Tad; I mean of Di L 
onyfius's being at Heliopolis in Egypt, when ou 
Saviour ſuffer d, and when the ſumprixing Dark N 
nes extotted ſuch Exclamation ; and they r 11 5 
ſeveral Reaſons to ſupport the Fa# ; as being : 
deliyer d down in a traditionary Way, for above 
eleven Centuries; and as having the Judgment 4 | 
alſo of ſome eminent Writers, ſuch as Cyril 
Ephrem, Maximus, Sophrovins, and Fungal Pa 
dec * nn, in de of this Fa#: 
| However 


IIS vine <jus wat des tit adhibenda, Cave, Hill 


3 


However, 410 ay; a Fa# that has not been uni» 


verſally admitted, I chuſe rather to leave ir with: | 


you, L under the Diſadvantage of ſuch a Scraple, 
than to join or place it with other Fadis that ans 


-  incanteftable. / As to thoſe remarkable Teftimonies 
chat have taken up the greateſf Part of our 
Time, and were produc'd from the Rocordi of 
te Roman Empire; the Syriac Hiflories of Thal. 
r; and the Olympiads, or Phlegons Chronicle; 
1 ive it my Requeſt now, at parting, that you 

will in particular reflect on them at your Læi- 
ſure; and I am glad to hear you ſay, that the 
Evidence J have already produc'd in this Man- 
ner, has given you no ſmall Satisfaction. I can 
aſſure you, I am as much pleas'd to ſee, that you 
dare be honef# in your Enquiries after eternal 
Happineſs, which is an Attempt your Frater- 
nity are loth to make, though the ſtrongeſt Prin- 
ciple (which is Se. Iutereſt) ſhow d-lead em to 


W the doing of it. When you next pleaſe to fa- 


vour me with your Company in this Place, you 


XZ ſhall have farther Proof given you from other 
F | Fa#s; and in the ſame Manner as we have now 
9 | Needed; I mean, in ſticking cloſe to ſuch 
ng Evidence as Heathen or Fewiſb Writers may af- 
M8 ford us for the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; 
W give me Leave only to remind you of the Rule 


that your Fraternity has laid down in their New 
| Book, (though they by no Means obſerve it them- 
ſelves,) vis. that in theſe Inquiries, You ſtill con- 
er 7in:ue to uſe thoſe Faculties which God has given 
don to judge with, after the beft Manner you can. 
5 NIN N Let 
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1 me 4 12 Pleaſure; 


Tp! 3 to tell you, that T begin to 
better Opinion of thoſe old Father: there, 3 
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c ae cnt ae by che Bj 5 
aue that I prodac'd from Hearhin Writers; : 
| or: rather that they ſupported one another; 
ER true add I want to hear more f 
ſome other Points, wheres. 


* | mn the Tru of the Chridian Religion, I ſhou'd | 

5 Þ | t ' ink 2 i very nearly. concern d. IM Mot d be a ; 

5 You Know, e Obli- 
388 „ to give you all ehe ion 3 
flible 3 Mhot RS Tins then | 


* 
. Hh gt? 3 
f * 


lying before us, 


F * 
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iT 52 1 
jt will ſoon appear what 8 * hae ex- 
; pect from Heathen or Jewiſh Writers. — = 
B. The Point is this: After I had ad I 
over carefully the Hiſtory of our Saviour's a. 
un, (Which I afſure you, T did before I clꝭs d 
my Eyes that Evening, when I parted with you 

in this Place,) and had ſpent fome Time in reflect- Y 
ingupon the miraculous Eclipſe attending it, and 
| the undoubted Evidence you had brought from 
. Heathen Writers to confirm that Part of the 
Hiſtory; I found, by looking back, that Chriſt 
had propbeſied in a very remarkable MN but 
120 or three Days before he ſuffer d, concerning 
. the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, the Temple, and 
the whole Nation in general. Now, this is a 
Fart of Seripture that becomes you to clear up, 
and to ſet in the fulleſt Li ght poſſible, if you are 
able to do it. For I muft own, I take it to be 
a Prophecy, that may be ſtil d a Fundamenta! 
one; a Prophecy that ſeems to be the beſt eircum- Kc 
fantiated of any other: The ads are pointed 

out in a moſt [diſtinguiſhing Manner, not only i 
by the three Evangeliſts, but by ſeveral Pro- 
phets long before; I deſire therefore, this Pro- r 
 phecy may be the preſent Subject; and let me I laine 
hear what Heathen or Jewiſh Evidence you have 

relating to its Accompliſhmetit 3. or ſuch as may 
prove and ex * this e Piece of * 
cred Hiftory. : 

A Sir, I have Roman __ Fei 3 39 

both of them ready at hand, to- give you full 
een in what you defire ; But- before I il * 
1 ſum- 
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Wammon: thoſe Writers, I can't but Gblerve; that 
hen our Saviour's Predifions f in this Affür of 
| ; Peruſalem and the Fewiſh N ation, are well 
Wcight'd; with the ſeveral Circumſtances" taken 
Woticeof by him, they lock rather like an FHi/fto- 
=: Abridgment of what is paſt, than a Pro- 
1 1 of what was to happen near Forty Years 
#3 ter ; and the whole (take it altogether) muſt 
= an undoubted Argument of the Truth of the 
hriſtian Religion, and its Doctrines. . MT 
3. ” Upon ſecond Thoughts, before you pro- 
uce:your- Ebidente or” Authority, for confirmihg 
Wis Prophecy, pleaſe to give a ſummary Ac- 
Wourit of 77, as it ſtands recorded by the Three 
Lvangeliſts ; ſince you fay it looks ſo like. a 
iſtory, Tather than #Prophecy. x. 
At appears from chen that c our Saviour 
W the latter End of his Miniſtry was frequently 
J Peulcating this grand Affair on the Minds of 


e 09 | ©& een eee e bad | bt 1 


e Jews; letting em know that their Deſola= 
] Y on and final Overt bro was near at hand; 

t fo when it ſhould come to paſs, they mi icht 
- 8 member it was the juſt Puniſhment of Heaven 
- r their Toffaclity. He declares to them, iu the 


CP 


5 Wine Terms, a dreadful War ; poinrs out the 
* T Siege, wherein their City Feruſalem ſhou d 
e entirely ſubverted; the horrible Famine they 
Pere to ſuffer; the falſe Prophets that ſhould 
Weceive ; their Diſperſion over the Face 'of the 
1 whole 


„ QC} 


. * * 


F 


== * Matt, xziv. Mark xiii, Luke xxi. 


C 1 | 
whole Earth; the Dept of *Diſolation i 
the Huy Place, that is, the Profanation of c 
Temple, as well by placing there the Images d 
the Raman Emperors, as by he. nyo 
Murders that ſhou'd' be there committed; the 
frightful Circumuallatian or caſting up of wil 
Trenches round about em, that hone, might 
_ eſcape the divine Vengeance: He: explains to, 
them how, by a long Courſe of Wigkedneſs, th 
Wrath of Heaven was drawn down; gives en 
certain Signs, whereby they might know the en 
act Time, when God would inflict theſe ſever 
Puniſhments upon them; and: it was but en 
Daz 78 before his Paſſion, as you. obſerv g, wh 
our 1 (for the lat Time) going gut of th 
Temple, took an Occaſion of propheſying in f 
remarpable: a Manner cagceraiog the Deſtrutionf 
of it, * One of his Diſciples ſaith unto bin 
Maſter,” ſee what manger of Stones, and wha 1 
Buildings are here; and Jeſus anſwering, [if un 1 
to. him, Seeſt thou theſe great Buildings ? ther | ws 
fall not be left one Stone upom another, that a 
not be thrown don. * 

B. If I might be excus'd for PRE NGC you! i 2 
2 few Minutes, I ſhould be glad to know, What ED 
might induce this Diſciple, or any ather, tif : | [this 
admire ſo much his Structure, when I. think ti 
agreed on all Hands, chat the firf Temple u ot 
* Thai to the ſecond in every TPO 1 
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FA Your Obſervatich is ju in the r main: But 
se Rees the frrond Temple was unqueſti- 
abi more g/orious than the fit, being that 
9 nerein the Redeemer of Mankind appear'd ; 
greeable with what Haggaiæ had long before 
1 Popbeſya; The Defire of all Nations ſhall come, 
7 I vil fill this Houſe with Glory, /alth the 
J rd of Fs; the Glory of this later How/e fall be 
„erer than of rhe former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ;, 
| a i in this Place will I give Peace, ſaub the 
ord of Hefts. With this Reſtriction, I ſay, your 
bſet vation s juſt: For otherwiſe the /#cond Tem- 
4 „which Zerubbabel tebuilt, did by tio Means 
ual the Splendor and Grandure of the jr/} - 
Jomon, in one Article only, had allotted a 
ndred 'thoaſind Talents of Gold, and ten 
ndred thouſand Talents of Silver, which his 
ther David had leſt him for that Purpoſe, 
ch other immenſe Diſpoſitions of the like Na- 
e: And yet this ſsebua Temple, tho“ in theſe 
Y fats inferlor to the „in, was look d on by 
q <> Gentiles, as one of the Wonders of tlie 
1 Mud. And indecd there was Reaſon why 
be and others ſhou'd eſteem it as ſuch; when 
wi Y confider'd what vafl Additions were made 
Ko this ſerond Temple by King Herod, ſirnam'd 
Eren; the Number of Sent Piazzd's, 
if other Buildings, beſides the again 
4 Feorstions with which he had inrich'd it with» 
5 and theſe Imbelli/bmeits might probably be 
| Occaſion of an a Error, that ſome have run 
e »: "2000 
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| Pleaſe to proceed in finiſhing the Scripture A 


| Jews, that the Time of this Deſtruction of thi 


| 1 Antiq. Jud, 


ha” 


| 15 36 
into in this Matter, as thinking” that Herod had 
been the Founder of a third Temple; tho the 
Prophet Haggai aſſures us of the contrary; J and 
the ſame has been ſubſtantially prov'd! and con- 
firm d by others. * - There was Room enough 
then, you ſee, for the Diſciples, or any other cu · 
rious Obſerver, to wonder at the Structure of 7 | 
this ſecond Lemple, when taken altogether. 5 i 

the Deſcriptions that are given us, the Stoney 
were very remarkable for their Vhiteneſs, as wel 
as Firnmeſs, but chiefly. ſo, for their prodigiouli 

Size; of which we gan hardly form an Idea 

For according to Joſenbus, every one of tho 

Stones was five and twenty Cubits long, twee 
Cubits broad, and eight Cubits high; and al i 

theſe vaſt. Stones were ſo link d together, ani 

conjoin'd with Lead and Iron, that this Tem 
ple ſeem'd likely enough to laſt as long as th 


B. This Digrefſjon. has much oblig't x m 


count of this Prophecy 3, and then I am ready ii 
hear your other Account af it from Harken au 
Jew iſp) Writers. e F 

A. I have little more: to W Fes, the 1] 
our Saviour inform' d his Diſciples as well as thi 


Temple, when there ſbou 4 not be left one Stone ut 
on another, and when all theſe, Evils ſhou'd bet 
their Nation, was, de near at . 5. fo. near 

11 Os „ ; thaj 
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that the- preſent Race, the Families then in Be- 
ing, ſhou 1d ſee and feel it all. This Generation 
II. not paſs away, till all theſe Things be fal- 
Filled. So remarkable a Prediction made a very 
| ſtrong . Impreſſion on the Minds of the firft 
Chriſtians. T/ hirty-two Years after our Saviour 
had propbeſ d in this Manner, when C eftias, 
= Governor of Syria came with a great Force be- 
bY fore Feru/alem, (which was about / Years be- 
WT fore the laſt and famous Siege under Titus) the 
W Chriſtians, ſoon. call'd to Mind what our Savi- 
our had faid, as alſo the expreſs. Command 
he had given them, that they ſhou'd quit the 
Plain of Fudea, and retire to the Hill. Country 
Then let them which be in Fudea flee unto the 
Mountains. According y they retir d to Pella 
in good Time, which is a City in the moun- 
tainous Country, upon the Confines of Judea 
and Arabia; and though there were many Thou- 
ſands of Chriſtians, tis well known, in Feru- 
alem and the adjacent Parts before the Siege be- 
gan, yet there was not ove to be found, when 
we City came to be taken. 
B. I muſt now remind you of what you ſaid 
ſome Time ago, that you had both Roman and 
8 7ewiſh Evidence ready, to make good the i- 
tera ! Accompliſhment of this Prophecy + It 
ſeems to be a proper Time now to produce it, 
which ſhall be carefully attended to. 


: * Mat, xxiv. 16. 


on Centurics afterwards, the Emperor Tacitus was 


| Tyeqi. 
A It has pleasd infinite Wiſdom, that this 
9 Event ſhou'd be tranſmitted to Pofterity 
by the united Teſtinionies of Yew and Gentile 11 
and particularly ſo, by two of the moſt eminent 1 
Hiſtorians that the Sews and Romans cowd ll: 
boaſt of; I mean Fo/ephus and Tacitus The p 
former had a conſiderable Command in the fatal fri 
War himſelf; the latter was a Pretor, as well as 
Conſul, and might have been an Eye Witneſs of ri 
alt the Fucks in queſtion, that are related in his 
Hiftory. I would farther obſerve, that the ſame 
overuling Providence ſo order'd it, that about 


very follicitous in preſerving this important Hiſto- 
ry ſeveral Copies being placed by his Appoint-|i 
ment, in the moſt eminent Libraries; and this | 
done yearly at the publick Expence. 0 

B. I think Tacitus the Hiſtorian, was a pro- ; 
feſſed Enemy to the Chriſtian Reli gion, and Co- 
temporary with Pliny, that gives Trajan an Ac- 
count of the chr: r Niaus Conduct, in one of his 1 
Epiſtles. ag 


A. You are right, Sir; and, let me add, that x 


there was an entire F riendthi p * between Tatirus kw? 
and Pliny ; and yet in regard to the Chriſtians, * 
their Thoughts and Diſpoſitions were widely diffe- 
rent. The latter appears, by his own Letters, to 
be of a ſweet, affable T emper, humane and equi- 
table; and when he gives a Character of the 
Chriſtians, tis plain, he does it in the moſt fa- i 
vourable and genteel Manner; ;. whereas the for- 
mer, 


* Plin, Lib, vii. Ep, 20, 


1 


mer; we may obſerve from his Works, was na» 
turally of a malign and ſpiteful Temper, more 
inclin'd to give a wrong, than a kind Turn in 
his Way of Thinkiog ; and as to Chriftians and 
our Religion, he formed the moſt hideous Ideas 
GY poſſible, and has painted them both in the moſt 
trightful Colours. You ſee this in his Annals, & 

FE where he is remarking, with a great deal of fatiy 
; of Wrical Wit, upon the Luxury, Debauchery, and 


his Cruelty of Nero; that Emperor regaled himſelf 
me for fix Days together at the Sehe of his on 
but City, which he had ſet on Fire; and finding it 


neceſſary to put a Stop, and to appeaſe the 
People, who were juſtly incenſed at him, as the 
Author of that general Calamity, bethought hime 
ſelf of this Expedient, in charging the Chriftians 
with all that had been done ; upon which the 
Hiftorian gives the following Character of the 
Chriftians and their Religion, though, as vile 
and falſe as the Emperor's Charge itſelf was; 
is , he ſpeaks of them, as a People odious to Man- 
Lind, and calls their Religion a dangerous Super- 
finn. I think much the ſame Way of talking 
1 4 is in your yew Book, call d, Chr: N as old as 
þ & the e 8 
| B. Let that Reflection paſs at preſent, if you 
pleaſe: I defire to know, if you can give any 
Account how Tacitus, and other Heathens came 
to entertain ſuch odd Notions of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, and whence ſuch an Inveterency againſt 
its Profeſſors? 


tC 


12 > 2 Ik 
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A The Account, as I take it, is this: There 
was a popular Error that had been long NN 
againſt which Tacitus was by no means Proof; 
and I make no queſtion, it was what did very 
much prejudice him againſt the Chriſtians, and} ; 
put him into an ill Humour as to their Religion. 1 | 
'The Error was this; in confounding the Chriftian: in! 
with the eus ſo much; as to make no Difference He: 
between one and the other: The Gentiles pro- re 


und 
a ( 
fris 


ceeded upon this Principle; that the Origine of nn 
both People was one and the ſame '; that they and 
had the ſame ſacred Books; and that they wor- ¶ it. 
ſhi ipp'd the ſatne God: Now, *tis well known = - 
what Antipathy, what Contem pt Tacitus hadi tur: 
for the whole Jeb Nation, for their Ceremo- “Ver 
nies, their Behaviour, and their Religion in ge- Gra 
neral: We need only turn to the fifth Book. of Ent 
his Hiſtory, where we ſee the many, Falſhoods and 7b 
Calumnies rais'd againſt that unhappy People, M 
the Fews. He ſpeaks of them, as a curſed, de- = bo: 
teſtable ſort of People, both in Reſ pect of theit tha 
abominable Crimes, and their infamous Superſti⸗ to 
tions. And tis on Account of theſe Calumnies, ** 
that Tertullian in his Apologetick, calls Tai acitus in 
a great Der. For Tacitus, firſt of all, advances | FI v 
it as a Truth, in the moſt ſerious Manner, that . 
the Jeus came from the Iſland of Crete, and that = | tha 
their Name was deriv'd from Mount Ida; that in 72 
Proceſs of Time, theſe Jews being driven out of MW tho 
Egypt, where they had taken Refuge, had like tha 
to have all periſh'd by Drougbt in the Deſarts of I fur: 
Arabia (where they wander'd for a long Time 1 | Gol 


un der | 3 3 


dale the Conduct of their Chie Meg, had not 
A Company | of wild Ae that were kicking and 
frisking about upon the Rock, ſhew'd them the 
Way toa Fountain, for quenching their Thirſt; 
and this ſtupid People, ſays he, by Way of Ae 
| knowled ent for the Favour, in being relievd 
in ſach Extremity, did ever after worſhip the 
Had of a 5 "IFN as their God and great De- 
lerer. 

2 This is a very EY Story, I muſt confeſs; 
and I NE! be rung to know where Ta acirus had 
be 
oF This abd other filly | Stiries of the like Na- 
ture, that you meet with in Tacitus, tis eaſy to ſee, 
were all fetch'd from the Works of that celebrated 
Grammarian of Alexandria, one Apion, an ayow'd 
Enemy of the Jews This Apion the Emperor 
'Tiberins,by way of Deriſion, uſed to call Cymbalum 
Mundi, a noiſy Fellow, or a great Braggadochio: His 
ME Boaftings were ſo intolerable, | that nothing leſs 
ir than Immortality was to be the Portion of ſuch,- 
* to whom he dedicated any of his Books. Pliny 

jun. ſpeaks every whit as contemptibly of Apion, 

f in his Preface to his Uncle's Natural Hiftory, 

es bs. where you may find an Account of this Matter. 
at $1 | 'Tis very certain, that this Apion was the Man, 
it 4 | that firſt invented this ridiculous Fable of the 
in 7ews worſhipping the Head of an A; and in 
f WW thoſe bloody Inve#iveswhich he publiſh'd againſt 
c that People, he gives it out with the ſame Aſ- 
f 8 furance,' that this Head, which was of maſly 

e Gold, was found under the Foundation of the 
_— . .. | San Ge 


[162 1 


Sand uary, when the fam'd” Amtiochus, during the 
Time of the Macchabees, pillag'd the City. and 
Temple of Feru/alom; Now theſe idle Tales 
farſt fram'd by Apion, and then adopted by 72. 
citus, gain d ſuch Footing in che World, that g 
they generally paſs d for cftabliſh'd Truths, and | 
(hat was generally the Caſe with the ene 
they ſoon ſuffer d under the like Imputation with 
the Jews. The Chriſtians were charg'd with F | 
worſhipping the Head of an A in their Panel 7 | 
Aſſemblies; and this abſurd Report obtain'd 
ſuch a general Belief, that, in the Emperor Se- 
aerus's Reign, they infeſted. the Chriftians on | 
that Account, by publickly expoſing a Picture, i 7 
wherein was to be ſeen a ridiculous Figure of i 
this pretended Deity; a ſort of a petty Monſter, | 
with the long Ears of an ; ; a Horn or Hoof 
inſtead of a Right Hand, in which was placed ai 
great Book open; the Figure it ſelf muffled up 
with a Doctor's long Robe; and at the Bottom 7 
of the Picture was this Legend, Chri — 
conven Ononychites. The Particulars you may read 
at your: Leiſure, if you pleaſe, in Minutius Fell 
lix and Tertullian, their Apologeticks. 
B. You have ſaid enough of Tacitus, to con- 1 be at 
vine me, how much he was prejudiced at Fuad. 
Chriſtianity ; and therefore, I think, I may in tion 
Juſtice own to you, that his Evidence ought to thou 
have the greater Weight, whenever you pleaſc Wy Reli 
to produce it; and I hope you ow'll 'excuſe the how: 
Trouble I have given TI in | making theſe Di- more 
: Mons. | Nin 
A. Since | 85 


E. 5 
- y 3 N 
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em going to produce, it ſhou'd not, methinks, 
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A. Since what 1 have faid of 7 -titus a 
Wei ght; in your Opinion, to the Evidence L 


be call'd a Dꝛzgreſſton; and therefore I had ra- 
ther vo wou d think, I have not been out of the 


| 1 May at all, whilſt I have been talking of Ta- 
= citus. To proceed then ; notwithſtanding the 
spite and groundleſs M 0 you have obſery'd 


in this Hiſtorian againft the Chriſtian Religion, 


N he has produced irre fragable Arguments in its 
Defence. This, as I obſcrv'd of old Phlegon, 


was not done wittingiy or willinghy, but by the 
Appointment of him who governs all Things; 
and yet, whenever we read the fifth Book of his 


& Hiſtory, one wou'd think he writ it on pu 


to bear his Teſtimony to 097 of the brighteſt 


EFruths\contain'd in the Goſpel. 


B. I make no Objections, as to an over-ruling 
Providence'l in this Affair: But I think, if you 


8 are minded, that the Evidence you are going up- 
on, ſhou'd have its full Force, and effectually 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Cauſe you are defend- 
i; 4 7 ing, tis neceſſary your Hiſtorian appear to have 


done theſe ro Things; the one is, that there 
be an exact and particular Account given of ſuch 


4 75 4 in his Hiſtory, as are particularly men- 
W tion'd in Chriſts Prophecy: The other is, that 
though your Hiſtorian be allow'd to have no 


Religion himſelf, there ought to be the Marks, 


= however, of Fidelity in what he relates; and 
moreover, his Relation ought to raiſe i %s the 
3 257 of his Readers a thorough Senſe and 


Conviction 


6&1] 


Conviction that there was ſomething divine and 
extraordinary in thoſe. Fa&s relating to the Pu- 
niſhment of the Yawiſh eie 
A. What you require is but reaſonable; and 
1 will now let you ſee that Jacitus's hook nt 
of this Matter fully anſwers in both Reſpedts; 
and no Facts cou'd, have been recorded in a Man- 
ner, more advantageous. to the Chriſtian Cauſe, 
than they are done by this Heathen Writer, and 
alſo by Joſephus the Jew. They were both pro- 
feſs'd Enemies of our Religion, and I ſhall pro- 
duce the Teſtimonies of both; each ſupporting 
one another. The ſeveral Inſtances of di- 
vine Veng geance foretold to the Jews i in the Goſ- 
pel, and in the Prophets, may be reduc d to 
fue or ſix general Heads, which will cafily com- 
prehend all the reſt. I. The Siege of Feruſa- 
lem. 2. The Diviſions and Civil Wars amongſt 
the Jews themſelves. . 3. The Deluſions of falſc 
Prophets amongſt them. 4. A terrible Famine. 
5. The taking and entire Subverſion of that 
wretched City, as well as the Temple. 6. The 
Diſperſion of, and Hardneſs of | aa in that 
unhappy People. Now theſe two Chiefs: in Hi- 
ſtory, (the Roman and the. Ic) have inform'd 
us, that, about 7birty-cight Years after our Sa- 
viour's Paſſion, whilſt great Numbers were yet 
alive in Jeruſalem, who had either a Share in 
his Death, or were Witneſſes thereof, and re- 
collected what he had propheſied to them; this 
unfortunate City was for the 74 Time beſieg d 
in Form- by Titus; the Command of which his 
7 ns ather 


Ek [ 8; ] 
Father Ve/pafian had given 3 being oblig d 
himſelf to return into Taly to take Poſſetn N 
of the Empire. This young Prince, with vaſt 
Labour and Ex pence, encompaſs d the City with 
a mighty Wall, fortify'd with Towers and Re- 
doubts, as Hock as the City it ſelf had. But 
the War without the City was nothing in Com- 
pariſon to that within it; where there were 
three Factions, all in Arms, falling foul on one 
another; cantoning themſelves in three different 
Parts of the City; and filling the Whole with 
Blood and Carnage. Such was the Infatuation, 
that they were running continually about the 
Streets like Madmen ; and thoſe who were but 
ſuſpected to deſire Peace, and to have an End 
put to their general Calamity, were inhumanly 
put to Death for the ſame. A ſore Famine, 
J amidſt this Blood, Rapine, and Violence, ſoon 
rag'd amongſt them: They cou'd have no Suc- 
cour from without, and yet there were 7wo or 
8 ;bree Millions of Souls to be maintain'd within; 3 
and ſtill to increaſe their Miſery, thoſe three 
Factions conſpiring to ruin one another, burnt 
| thoſe little Proviſions that were left in their Ma- 
gazines. And hence you may cabily judge what 
the Miſeries were that muſt befal em during the 
whole Time of the Siege. | 
B. I defire to know, if either of your Hiſto- 
rlans have obſerv'd the Time when that ter- 
rible Hau began, and how long the Siege 
laſted. LY ; 
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A. They inform us, that the Siege laſted near 
ue Months; that it began in the Month of 

April, and that the Famine happen d in the 
Month following. A Meaſure of Wheat or 
Barley was ſold for a Talent, or about one hun- 


dared and fifty Pounds of our Money; and ſome 


_ ſold their Houſes and Eſtates to purchaſe that 


Way. The Famine increaſing carried off whole 
Families at once; and nothing more common, 
than to ſee Men like Shadows in the Streets, 
trailing about full of Pain; and on a ſudden tum- 
bling down and giving up the Ghoſt in a faint- 
ing Fit. The poorer Sort were preſently interr'd 
at the publick Expence, to prevent (if poſſible) 
the Infection ſpreading: But this Precaution was 
not long of any Service; when they began to 
throw their Dead over the Walls of the City: 
And one of their Deſerters aſſur d Titus, that 


from the fourtcenth of April to the firſt of July 


following, one hundred fifteen thouſand eight 
hundred and eighty Corpſes had been carry'd 
out'at that one Gate alone, where he had been a 
Centinel, without reckoning ſuch as their Pa- 
rents had buried at their own Charge; the 
Stench of the Fewiſh Carcaſſes became a very 
great Nuiſance to the Roman Camp ; and as 
85 other Deſerters inform'd em, the Beſieged grow- 
ing weary in thus carrying out their Dead, they 
laid em at laſt in Heaps in their greateſt Houſes, 
and when full, they ſhut em cloſe up. Tears 
were now no more to be ſeen, nor Groans any 
longer heard in Feru/alem; an implacable Ne- 

£50 3  ceſſity 
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ceſſity had dried up the very - Plinkith of Grief; 
chill'd the Blood ; and deſtroy d all natural Af. 
fection; the Love of many, ſuys our Saviour, 
ſhall wax cold; a ſullen Silence prevail d every 
where; no one complain'd for his Dead, nor 
yet lamented his on Condition; and ſeveral 
crept into their Father's Tombs, where they wait= 


ed for Death, that they might not want a Grave. 


our Hiſtorian farther informs us, that whilſt Af 
fairs were in this melancholy Poſture, and Things 


T rcduc'd to the laſt Extremity, there were not 


wanting factions diſcontented Perſons, who broke 
open Peoples Houſes, rifling the Poor of a few 
Weeds and wild Plants which they had gather'd 
without the Walls of the City, and ran the 


* Riſque of their Lives in doing it. They maſ- 


ſacred Women, as well as old Men, that offer'd 
to diſpute parting with the little Bread that was 
left *em; and the very Children, whoſe Fingers 
were too tenacious of a Morſel, had their Brains 


daſh'd out for it. And yet, notwithſtanding 


ſuch Barbarity, the Hiſtorian obſerves, that 


B theſe Ruffians in a certain Houſe once retir'd 
& with the utmoſt Horror and Confuſion, having 
ſurpriz d a certain Gentlewoman, difſtinguiſh'd 


by her Birth and Fortune / Mary the Daughter 
of Eleazar) eating her own Son, that ſhe had 
ſuckled; Famine and Deſpair urging her to that 


bttnef Action. Moe to them that give ſuck in 


thoſe Day, ſays our Saviour. 
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. I enki not illingly interrupt you in an 
Account you are giving, which is ſo very ſur- 
priſing in all its Parts; and ſurely your Authors | 
muſt have been very ſenſible theinſelves that the 
Hand of God was in theſe Proceedings. But 
I think you ſaid ſome Time ago, that the Fa- 
mine began the very next Month after the Siege; 
and that the Siege laſted near five Months: You 
have likewiſe taken notice of great Numbers de- 
| ftroy'd by. their own Swords and unheard-of 
Barbarities, as well as by Famine : Now, whence 
was it, or what Reaſon can be aſſign'd, that in 
ſpite of ſuch a long Train of Misfortunes, and 


ſuch dreadful Extremities to which 1 perceive 


they were reduc d, they ſhould ftill hold out ſo 
long, and continue themed ves wretgbed with ſo 
much Obſtinacy ? 

A. There was a 1 I ifatuation, occaſion'd 
chicfly by a great Number of, falſe Prophets, 
that were riſen up amongſt them 3 who were 
every Day deluding em by vain Promiſes of an 
infallible, miraculous and ſpeedy Deliverance, 
dinning in their Ears, as coming from the Lord, 
ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, I will break the Ro- 
man Bonds aſunder; and the Day of Salvation is 
at band ; when yet they were juſt upon the Brink 
of Deſtruction, and no Way left to eſcape the 
powerful Hand of Titus. Thus they were amuſing 
| themſelves with imaginary Victories ; and their 
Extravagancy was carried to ſuch Y Height, 
* no leſs than the N of the Univerſe 

was 
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was in a little Time to be their Lot.* 1 
therefore wonder to ſee you ſurpriz d at this 


Account; and I frankly own to you, tis ſuch 
an Infatuation (take it with all its Circumſtances) 
that would not cafily gain Credit, were it not 


atteſted in the Manner it is. Beſides Foſephus, 
Tacitus Þ himſelf tells us, © That theFews were 


« firmly perſuaded from ſome old Prophecies in 

- their ſacred Books, that the Eaſtern World was 

& at that Time to reſume its Strength, and that 
&« ſuch, as ſhou'd preſcribe Laws to the Univerſe, 
c were to come out of the Land of Judæa. 
There were three remarkable Factions, I ob- 
ſer vd to you ſome Time ago, in Jeruſalem; 


Eleazar, who was at the Head of one of them, 


was after ſome Time defeated, and his Force 


diſſipated; the other two Chiefs, nam'd Fohn 


and Simon, thereupon acted like two Tyrants; 
who apply'd to themſelves thoſe Prophecies that 
had already been accompliſh'd in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and could only be underſtood as relating 
to his /þiritual Kingdom; and moreover they 

cou'd not doubt, after ſo noble a Defence made 


. £ the Jews, but they ſhould be recogniz'd as 


two Kings, as was formerly done in the Caſe of 


| the Machabees 3 and having driven away the 


Romans, they would have nothing left to do, 
but to ſhare the cer of the World be= 


dween « Ede; ©" 
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B. Groſs Stupid ty! and a berebe Puniſhment 


B. 
mit was indeed: But what might the Behaviour I form 
- of Titus be, when he ſaw ſuch t in this But 

miſerable People? | WW 
A Titus, tho' he was full of Wrath at theſe andr 
Proceedings of the Jews, was however unwilling ſever 

to deſtroy Jeruſalem; and therefore, as Dio» ¶ Halen 
has remark d, he ſhew'd double Diligence for ¶ Auen 
ſaving it, offering em a General Amnefty, if ¶ had 
they, would think better of it, and return to Affe 
their Duty: But all the generous Offers made ¶ pear 
by that Prince were inſolently rejected. Titus ME raiſir 
at length began to think of another Method, were 
that he judg d more likely to work upon em, their 
and to bring em over to their Obedience; and Rui. 
that was the Mediation of our Hiſtorian Joſe- with 
pbus; for firſt of all, he was a Few and a Fel- S: 
 low-Citizen; he was one of their Prieſts, and “ th 
an able Man for managing ſuch an Affair; his , is 
Birth moreover, as well as his Profeſſion, being * 
a2 Phariſee, had diftinguiſh'd him amongſt them; ned, 
he had but three Years before Cs forty N vice 
thouſand Men in Galilee, and ſuſtain'd a long Citi: 
Siege againſt Veſpaſian, who after taking the {vous 
Place, and Joſephus too Priſoner, ſoon gave him“ y 
his Liberty to go where he pleas'd ; for Jeu. 47 
had ingratiated himſelf; by foretelling that both © 
Viaſpaſian and his Son ſhou'd be Emperors; 2 
which, tho zhey unlikely, ſeem'd nom to be “ d 
near . in good earneſt. at le 
popes | We 
dow 


6: B. This 


219 


B. This Project of Titus ſeems to have been well 
form d for anſwering the Ends he * in view: 
But what was the Succeſs?? 

A. Titus having ſent for Toſephas Bom Aler- 
andria, whither he was retir d, diſpatch'd him 
ſeveral Times with Terms to the Jews in Feru= 


on N¶Vlem. Our FHiſtorian relates himſelf in his 
for venth Book, how in regard to the Orders he 
if nad -receiv'd from that Prince, and the natural 


Affection he had for his Country, he oſten ap- 
pear d before the Bulwarks of the City, and there 
raiſing. his Voice, proclaim'd aloud to thoſe that 
vere on Duty, that they wou'd. not periſh thro”. 
their Obſtinacy, but ſpeedily prevent their entire 
Ruin and Deſtruction, which was inevitable, 
without imploring the Mercy of the Conqueror 3 
« Save the Holy City, ſays he, ſave the Temple, 
4 the Wonder of the World, which even Titus 
K is unwilling to deſtroy ; favs the whole Nation 
« and your ſelves.” Yo/ephus was not diſheart- 
ned, though at the ſame Time his good Ad- 


ty vice met with no other Return from his Fellow 
1g Citizens than Reproaches, Invectives, and grie- 
he vous Affronts. I wou'd ſtill merit more at 


your Hands ,replics Joſepbus, in this obſtinate 


us ME Way of mine, if it might be of Service in 
th“ faving an ungrateful People, who ſeem, by too 
s; evident Marks of a divine Vengeance; to be 


* doom'd to a total Deſtruction.” But Joſephus 
at length was forc'd to retire, after a dangerous 
Wound receiv'd in his Head by a Stone thrown 
down from the Ramparts ; and it was not with- 
out great eh and freſh Hazard, that they 

brought 


is 


4 marks, they flatter'd themſelves that Victory and 


ing, as a Monument of their Victory, as well as | 


Account you gave before, does indeed (as you 


ment of what was paſt, than a Prophecy of what 


11 


. r ow of lite the Roman Camp. At ri. 
5 length the Fortreſs Antonia being taken by ha 
Storm about the Beginning of Auguſt, the Tem- Wl yo. 

ple, that ſtood near it, ſoon had the like Fate, ver 
notwithſtanding the deſperate Fury that was niſ 
men in its Defence: For as to the Temple in rih) 
particular, the Jeus thought their Happineſs mu 
wrapp'd up in the Preſervation of that Place; din 
and, as another eminent Heathen * Writer re. you 


Felicity wou'd be their Lot, if they fell. with 
their Temple. About three Weeks after this, 
- the upper Part of the City, where was Mount 

Sin, being taken, with its three Citadels, Jeru- 

ſalem, according to our Saviour's Prediction, was 
entirely overthrown and. brought to its fatal End WW 
by the Conquerors; who, out of ſo many mag- 
nificent Buildings, left only three Towers ſtand- 


of the ancient Grandure of the City. 
B. I thank you for this melancholy * ſur- 
pri zing Account of Feruſalem. The Scriptur: 


obſerved) look more like an Hiftorical Abridge- 


it ſeems, happen'd ſo many Years after. But, 

methinks, the Heathen Hiftorians ought to have 

made Apologies to their Readers for delivering 
ſuch Things as Matters of 88 and yet ſo very 
Unaccountable. A Sealy 
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A, You requir d Fidelity, and very juſtly, ſome 
Time ago, in our Hffforians; ; and, I think, they 
have given ſufficient Proof of it in this Caſe; : and 
you ſee, we cannot hear or read the Account gi- 
ven by them of theſe Fa#s relating to the Pu- 
; niſhment of the Fewiſb Nation, but it neceſſa- 
mn Wy rily works a Conviction in our Mirids, that there 


eſs muſt have been ſomething divine and cxtraor- 
e; dinary in thoſe Fads And, 1 think, what 
re you allow'd of yourſelf, is but reaſonable, 1x. 
nd That they could not well write in that Manner, 
th and not be ſenſible that the Hand of God was 
18 in ſuch Proceedings; but then, they knew not the 
nt Reaſon of ſo ſevere a Viſitation, which was put- 
2 ting to Death the Lord of Glory ; a cruciſyd Sa- 


viour was a ſtumbling Block to the one, as it was 
Fooliſbneſ3 to the other. But, after all, J muſt 
grant, there are ſome Fa#s, that ſeem almoſt 
incredible; and particularly, I think, the yery 
Numbers ſaid by theſe Hiſtorians to have periſh'd 
in Jeruſalem | is a Tad, that may be thought to 
need an Apology, as much as any other: But 
| no Apology can or ought to be thought neceſſa- 
ry, where Fa&#s are ſo unqueſtionably atteſted, 
as they are here: No Hiſtory has better Yourhs 
ers, .than that of this fatal Bs of Peruſalem 
. It has the Authority of Authors of the firſt Rank 
or: Figure in the World ; Authors, who were 
cither Eye-Witneſſes or Contemporarich, or elſe 
| ſuch as liv'd ſoon after thoſe Times: And as to 
| Eccleſiaſtical Writers, they are all unanimous 


and punCtual i in the Relation of this memorable 
: L f | Event, 


« #& 


Event, to evidence an entire Accompliſbment of 
our Scripture Prophecies in this Reſpect: Add 
to this, what the cms themſelves ftill relate to 
this Day, and the miſerable SpeFacles they them- 
ſelves are to the whole World, occafion'd by that 
general Diſperſſon Put all theſe Things together, 
and I leave you to judge, whether any reaſon- 
able Perſon can deſire ſtronger Evidence for the 
Truth of any Fact? 
B. Since you mention'd that Particular, of the 
great Numbers that periſh'd in * 99s re what 
myght the Whole amount to? © : 
A. The Numbers, confider'd theſe ſeveral Ways; 
T. Of ſuch as died by Famine and Sickneſs; | 
2. Of ſuch as periſh'd by their own Civil Fury; MW 2” 
and, 3. Of ſuch as fell by the Hand of the Ene- iner 
my; amounted.in all, to eleven hundred thouſand 
Perſons, in the Space of four or five Months 
Time. This is what Yo/ephus expreſsly affirms ; 
and tis what he wrote, not only in regard to i 
Pofterity, (which might be impos'd on,) but for 
to be read by many illuftrious Romans, who had 
ſerved in that memorable Siege: To be read in 
particular, by the Emperor Veſpaſian, and by 
Titus himſelf; to whom he had the Honour of 
preſenting this Hiſtory; and who was pleas d 
with his own Hand to atteſt the Truth of the 
. Whole; and alſo to order, that thoſe Memoirs, 
| and no other, ſhould ſerve for writing that Part 
of the Hiſtory of his Reign: In ſhort, Titus 


order d this Work of Joe ephus to be placd in 
2715 the 


„ Joſeph. in vit ſus, 


| 43 1] 
the publick Library, with a proper Encomium; 
the Author's Statue was caſt, and ſet up in Rome 5 
and King Agrippa, who accompanied Titus in 


hat this Expedition, did our Hiſtorian the Honour 
er, MI of writing to him three or fourſcore Letters, which 
»n- contain an ample Teſtimonial of Fo/ephus's Sin- 
he ecrity. 1 Gor * 


BZ. Sir, I cannot queſtion the Sincerity of your. 
Author, after this Account that you have given 
of him and his Work; and upon recollecting one 
Particular, which juſt now comes into my Mind, 
I begin to think, that there is not ſo much need 
(as I thought before) for your Authors making 

8 4pologies, in relating ſo many Fadi ſeemingly 
incredible: For as to this frightful Number in 
Particular of eleven hundred thouſand Perſons, 
vou juſt mentioned, it does not appear ſo very 
ſtrange, when *tis confider'd, what Authors, 
W Heathen, Chriſtian, and Hebrew, do all unani- 
mouſly affirm to be true, that no People in the 
World did ſo increaſe and multiply as the 
A. Your Obſeryation is very juſt; and the 
| ſingle Family of Jacob is a remarkable Inſtance, 
who during their Sojourning in Egypt two hundred 
1 yo fifteen Years, multiply'd to the Number of 
I hundred thouſand Men, without reckoning 
Women and Children. Thoſe Authors, from 
whom you made your Obſervation, will likewiſe 
tell you, that Jeruſalem was one of the moſt po- 
Pulous Cities in the Eaſt ; and they obſerve more- 
over, that Titus having begun the Siege the firſt 
ON 2 Day 
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Day of the Feaſt of unleavened Bread, there was 


conſequently a general Rendezvous of the Fews 
there, from all Parts of the World, to keep their 
Paſſover 3 by which Means infinite Numbers 
were ſhut up, without any Means left em of 


getting out again. 
B. Did Divine Vengeance ſtop here, or hoy 


did it fare with the Jews aftcr the City was ta- 


| ken ? 


Camp, the eus had ſwallow'd ; and Titus with 


all his Power, found it pretty difficult to put a | 
As to other 
Places where the Jews were, the like Tokens of 


Stop to ſuch inhumane Practices. 


divine Wrath appear d; eight tbouſand Fews were 
maſſacred in Foppa ; ten thouſand in Damaſcus; 
thirteen thouſand in Scythopolis ; fifteen thouſund 
in Gadara, or the Parts beyond Jordan; twenty 


8 9 in * ; Jifty agen, in the City | 


of 


A, 'The grievous Famine, chan had —_ 5 
amongſt em, forc'd a great many to pilfer and i 
plunder after the Romans had enter d; and, as 
our Hiſtorian informs us, the Number of thoſe i 
pilfering Jews was ſo very great, that the Ro- 
mans, to terrify others from the like Practices 
commonly crucify d about je hundred a Day af 
them; infomuch that at laſt, ſays he, there was 
neither Wood to be got to make Croſſes, nor 
room to ſet em up in; and whilſt theſe Puniſh-M 
ments were inflicting, the Arab and Egyptian 
Soldiers cut the Throats of about two thouſand 
Fews beſides, ripping up their Bellies to find 
the Gold, which, twas bruited in the Roman 


Fl 


"Alexandria, which Place ſeem'd to be floating : 
with the Blood; and the dead Bodies lying in 
Heaps in the Strects and publick Places: One 
in particular, ſays the Hiſtorian, named Simon, 
the Son of Saul, being filld with Horror and 
Deſpair, catch'd hold of the hoary Hairs of 
his aged Father, and flew him; then cut the 
Throats of his Mother, Wife, and Children, and 
afterwards diſpatched himſelf with his own 
Sword; in ſhort, (not to dwell any longer on 
this melancholy Subject, ) the Number of Fews 
deſtroy'd, on ſeveral Occaſions, in this War, 
amounted to thirteen hundred thirty ſeven thou- 
ſand, four hundred aud ninety Perſons, beſides 
others that could not eaſily be brought into the 
Account. I have now given you a full View of 
the terrible Vengeance of an offended God, exe- 
cuted on a miſerable People, for two of the grea- 
teſt Crimes that Mortals were capable of com- 
mitting; I mean, their putting to Death the Lord 
of Life and Glory, and then obſtinately adhering to 
what they had done, without the leaſt Signs of Re- 
| pentance. This terrible Vengeance was foretold 
by the Prophets many Ages before; but it was Je- 
ſus Chrift himſelf, who was to denounce it to the 
= pre/ent Generation, that was to feel the diſmal Ef- 
fecds of it; and this Vengeance was denounc'd in 
Terms ſo expreſs; the bloody Scene drawn with 
ſuch ſtrong Lines; repreſented with ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks and Circumftances attending the 
fatal Blow, that (as bath of us have alrcady obſcr- 


ved in our Turns) it looks more like a ſhort H 
| wry, 


"Ty 


tory, than a plain "ſimple Prophecy. Veriiy I fa 
unto you, all theſe Things ſhall come upon this Ge- 
neration : O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, which killeft 
the Prophets, and floneft them that are ſent unt 
Thee Hon often wou'd I have gather'd thy Chil- 
are together, as a' Hen doth gather | her Brood 
under her Wings; and ye would not ? - Behold, 
your Houſe is left unto you deſdlate.* What a| 
Keely Pat bos is there in theſe Words! He 

was the expreſs Image of his Father, and, as ſuch) 
he expoſtulates with his diſobedient Children 
Obſerve the Antitheſis —— How often would 1 
—— But ye would not. He had called up- 
on them long before, under the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 
tion, by Angels, by Prophets, by jaff Men; and 
now he did it in his own Perſon for three Years 
together, by Miracles, by Exhortations, by Threat- 
nings; all done to retrieve 'em from a State of 
Miſery, dead in Tre/paſſes and Sins; that by 
embracing the New Covenant, they might become 
one Fold under one Shepherd; that by their Faith 
and Repentance they might have engag'd him 
to defend em under his Wings, and to make en 
ſafe under his Feathers,4 (a proverbial Speech 
common amongft the Jews :) His Faithfulne/s 
and Truth would have been their Shield and Buck- 
ler ; and the impending Storm of divine Ven- 
geance would happily have been removed far 
from them : But, alas! He beheld the City, and 
aud wept over it, ſaying, if thou hadſt known, 
even 7 bau, at leaft in "ou "Y rs hn the bo Things 
wpbici 


* Mat. 1. + Pſal, xci. 


ſw] 
which belowg unto thy Peace. But now they are 
bid from thine Eyes.|| 735 

B. I have obſerv d already, you may . | 
that your two Authors cou'd hardly give ſuch a 
ſurpriſing Account of theſe Things, but that they 
muſt have'been ſenſible themſelves that the Hand 
of God was in it But does this appear from any 
expreſs Acknowledgment of their ? 

4. The Acknowledgments of both of them 
are very expreſs to that Purpoſe; that there 
were in thoſe Proceedings ſomething truly mira- 
culous and divine. Tacitus, though in his Con- 
duct he appears to have been notoriouſly looſe 
and prophane, yet in this Caſe of the Fewiſb 
Deſolation and their final Deſtruction, he ſays, 
That it was declar'd both from Heaven, and on 
Earth, by ſuch unuſual and frightful Prodigies, 


2 that neither Prayers nor Sacrifices cou'd. avert it.“ 
And when he comes to Particulars, he ſays, 
N That whole Battalions were ſeen engaging in the 


\ir, and that their Arms claſh'd and glitter d in 
the Rencounter. þ The other Hiſtorian, J- 
pbus, is more particular, who ſays, this happen'd 
towards Sun-ſct upon the 7wenty-/econd Day of 
May; that theſe airy Legions were ſeen in all 
the Country, and ſcem'd to ſpread and extend 
heir fiery Chariots, as if * were 1 4 
Siege. | 


B Thi 
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Luke xix. 


* Evenerant ' prodigia que que Hodiis ue votis piare fas | 
abet Gens Superſtitioni obnoxia, oye Hats fe i V. 


+ Viſæ per Cœlum concurrere Acies, rutilantia Arma. 


[+]. 


B This Accotine puts me in Mind of what 


33 between two and three hundred Years as 
before, when Antiochus, firnam'd Epiphanes, took me 
Feruſalem. There were the like Prodigies, tho ab 
rather greater, uſhering in that remarkable Pro- eig 
fanation of the Temple, and Cruelties exercisd i the 
on the Fewiſh Nation. This Account we have Up. 
from the Macchabean Hiſtory, you know, and pie” 
J ſuppoſe you do not queſtion the Authority. cox 

| A. The Authority in that Re/pe# is very Pa 
good, and I thank you for recollecting in ſo pro- why 
req 


5 per a Time: If you pleaſe, we'll read the Paſ- 
ſage And then it happen a, that through al cur 


the (City of Jeruſalem, for the Space almoſt of. forty Ma 
Days, there were ſeen Horſemen running in the all 
Air, in Cloth of Gold, and armed with Lance Rei 
like a Band of Ser; ; and Troops of Horſemen foot 
in. Aray, encountring and running one again tiles 
another, with ſhaking of Shields and Multitude «fi Lech 
Pikes or Staves, and drawing of Swords, and | N 1g 
caſting of Darts, and glittering of golden Orna- the) 
ments, aud Harneſs of all Sorts : Wherefore every ſome 
Man prayed that that en tion I turn t! : afte: 
| Good, 2 Mac. 5. 1 Plac 
B. Has Tacitus eva any other Prodigin i ing 

or extraordinary Occurrences among the Fews = 20 / 
that preceded their Deſtruction? they 
A. Ves; two or three more, and thoſe very res who 
markable ; ; which, he ſays, happen'din the ver) Ame 


Temple, and the very ſame Year with the for 
mer. The Temple firſt of all, as he informs us 
Was -Uluminated' on A a ſudden, in a dark Night 

| | i -M 


, * 
U e 26 
* 
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as if it nad been Nootiday 3 * and Foſephus 
more particularly remarks, that this happen d 
about the third Hour after Midni ight, and the 
eighth Day of April ; which; as it fell out,” was 
the Day of the Paſſover that Year, and was look d 
upon by the moſt judicious, as a Sign of the Tem- 
pes being to be deftroy'd by Fire, as it was ac- 
cordingly five Years after. Whilſt the ſame 
Paſſover was kept, the Eaſ Door of the Temple, 1 
which was made of Braſs, and ſo heavy, that it 
requir'd Twenty Men to ſhut it at Night, (ſe- 
cur'd by Iron Bars and other ways in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner) open'd nevertheleſs of its own Accord 
all of a ſudden, about Midnight +. Toſephus's 
Remark is, that God hereby ſignify d he wou'd 

ſoon open arid deliver up the Temple to the Gen- 
tiles. The ſame Year, upon the Day of Pen- 

tecoſt, when the Prieſts went into the Temple at 
Night, according to Cuſtom, to do their Duty, 
they ſoon heard a hideous Noiſe, and perceiy'd 
ſomething to move about in the Sandtuary; 


aſter which, upon its moving out of that ſacred 
T Place, they heard a Voice diſtinctly pronoun- 


cing and repeating the following Words, Let us 


g0 hence, Let us go hence. St. Chry/oftom || ſays 
they were Angels, the Guardians of the Temple, 


who having long waited (but in vain) the Jews 
Amendment, declar'd at laſt boldly, that they 


were | quitting the Place, which God now diſal- 


M | low'd 


Subito Nubium igne collucere Templum, L. V. 


. Expanſiæ repentè Delubri Fores. Tuc. L. V. 


Hom. 128 in Joſeph. 


fra). 


law'd; of, though hanour'd- with his. more im 
mediate. Preſence, for aboye a thouſand. Years 
before. Tacitus, who: (48 uſpal), gave every, 
Thipg. of this Kind, a Turn in the Pagon Way, 
pretended, that they were. the, Gogs, that went 
| 1 by Temples and, that, the, Noiſe and Stir, 
that was made, was, CEE 4 of. 
their o 1.4 the out ® after, all that has 
been obſery'd, a5, wp urg and extraordinary 
in, his A, T cake che aQtual, burning, of. | 
the, Temple, with. the ſeveral. Circumſtances duly. 


confider 'd, to. be. as great. a Prodigy as is any 
of the former, "Tis, certain, that, Titys did all 


AY 


he cou d to ſave it, notwithſtanding. the ſtrong 
e oy e e hen, 9 5 9 


i ST 


his natural am or r whether e hu 
any Influence, (for he wou'd often ſay, He 

not come to fat againſt Heaven ;) or EEE 
there was 2 laudable Ambition of putting the 
Romans in Poſſeſſion of a Structure that was 
look d upon as one of the Wonders of the World, 
and thereby perpetuating the Name of Titus the 
Conqueror. Be that as it will, the fatal Hour 
Was come, and Heaven had ſo deceedd, that it 
| Sou d 


* Audita n major 1 . E 3 Deos: Sim) ge 
motus credenum, * Mg 9 


DS 
ud be no 16hger in 15 Power of gte 
or Cofiquered to fave the Temple from i utter Ruth. 
A Roman Soldier, by a Aivitc Tmpulſe '(fays 
Pſephus) taking a Parcel of Firebrands and by 
the Help of his Fellow=Solfiers mounting 
to one of the Windoivs, hurPa the Fire in fu x 
# Matiner, that the Flafhe Toba became general 
and in a little Time ſeiz d the i inner Part of that 
noble Building, 5 

B. Since there was Tach 5 a firong Incliabtten 
in Titus to fave i it, how did he, behave on this 
Occaſion. 3 

A. His Behaviour Was t acetic to \ his 
father er ConduRt; t; and he ws: as very {enfible, that 
e was the Inſtrument of divine Vengeance, and 
not the Cong ucror himſelf only. * Titus Was just 
one to repo de Hell, after a reat atighe t the 
ay befo fore, yk he 0 bis be Officers 
gave "this beſt Orders they, = for extinguiſh- 
ing the Fire; but the Uproar anc Diſorder. y Was 
now ſo great, late his Commands, inſtead of be- 
ing executed, were ſea carce e or any No- 
er at all taken of chend by. the Soldi K+ for 
| When they had once diſcover'd, that, the _ 
10 ide of the oly Place was 12 with Gol 0h 

conſequently . 7 what DALE + 

Ricks the they Hou rd find 1 wit thin-fide, they | began an 
to more outrh gious, Yaling neither the 1 ja 
treaties'r nor the * of .7; Titus, but o dſtinate- 

Ar ing to kindle | the Fire in one lace, as 
as their Prince was quenching | it in another: 
Aa thus the + Temple was laid in Aſhes; and 
M 2 (as 


(as. it. has, been obſery'd) this * done in the 
fame ath and upon the ſame Day, when the 
| Wed Ken pl le was  deſtroy'd by Nabuc badonoſor, 

| 2 little more than 2 hundred Years before. * 
"I. Fon. faid juſt now, if I remember right, 
| that Titus was ſenſible himſelf, that he was the 
Taft rument. of God i in theſe Vene he had ob- 
1295 over the Jews. A gl orious Reflection for 
an old Roman to make! And Where's the 

Gren General that does the like? But pray, 
Sir, what Authority haye Jou for fayin 8. this of 
Tut? DIY 4 2 wad 4D 

. A. His own Words, and his Behayiour after 


„% Z"'* 4 


of what I ſaid. "Ti its bein ing deeply aid and 
aftoniſh'd at the migh ty "Things he , ad, 
dobe, conſtantl)j * 1 "refus'd « all Addreſſes and 858. 
culitipns from e Cities and neighbouring 
Frome their Panegy yricks always met. with 
this An ſwer ; Ti bat i it Was not he that ia ven. 
406 a; that whar” He had dove, hs, ending his 
Hand ' for exerhting. b Wrath 9 Heaven; 3. and 
That he fucerelj acfnôw edge FA 12 e Was mo. more 
thans weak Inflrument in the doin ing 5 oft... 11. This 
Fr rem arkablc pig of Titus, we hape. p reſerv d to 
6 us i in as remarkable a ' Ma lanner, by. een 
f n the 'L K of the famous Im poſtor Appo Homius 
Thy an e er ſo. ordering it, that 
_ what 25 EONS g in "One Heathen Writer, ſhou d 
be ſupph d in dies, After this, tis leſs to 
| be wonder d at, what other Hiſtorians tells us of 
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Titts, that when he had taken a View of the 
outward Fortifications of the Temple, and ſaw 
with Amazement that all his batt'ring Rams had 
done no Damage, he ſaid ſeveral Times by the 
way of an Exclamation, That if Heaven had not 
fought for him, meer human Force had never been 
able to effe# what was done. We are not now to 
wonder, if he refus'd Crowns of Gold that were 
rd him for doing Honour to his Victories 3 
id. that both He and his Father Veſpaſian wou d 
ee Means accept of the Title of Conqueror of 
Jude, tha: the Roman Senate wou'd fain have 
given it.“ In ſhort, thoſe two Princes had too 
great an Tofiphe: into Things, not to know and 
Irccive, what their Modeſty likewiſe made em 
acknowledge, that the Jewiſh! Nation could 
never. have ſuffar'd, ſuch an Overthrow, if divine 
Vengeance had not. viſibly. effected it: But till 
they were at. a Loſs to account for ſuch Ven- 
geance, or what that deteſtable Crime might be 
chat brought ſuch ſwift and general Deſtruction; 
which. real ly was, crucifying the Lord f Lie 
and. Glorr. 
B. J oyn, you have Gifficiently: 5 what I 
d of you concerning Titus Both Father and 
ſeem to haye had rare Accompliſhments ; 
and ſuch Accompliſhments tis plain, did ſerve 
better to diſplay the Works of Providence in 
this wonderful Scene of Affairs in Judæa. But, 
if I am not miſtaken, notwithſtanding all their 
Modeſt 55 thoſe Princes had ſome Monuments to 
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„ ee Na ates - 6n this Account: Peay, 

my 4 Von fay right; 44 Geh Manmbnditine 
Feet remaining to chis Day, But tas done by 
Order of the Senate, or, to ſpeak more properly, 
by the particular Appointment of Heaven. One 
of the Monuamests are Medals of Titus ànd Ve- 

Fpaſian, ſtruck in Bruſs, Silver, and Gold, (to be 
ſeen in the Collechons of the Carious,) having 
en the Reverſe 2 Captive fitting and lumenting 
art the Foot of = PalhniTree with this Legeiic 
Jopzx car. The other Monument, which is 
the molt conſiderable, is that Rate ly triumphal 
Arch erected at Rome againſt the Day that T 
enter d the 'City; where in Buſſo-Raicvo of Mar- 
bie is ſeen at this Day the Figure of that Prince, 
together with the Golan Table, the Golder' Cay 
dheftick, with the eu Bratiches ſupported by 
eight Perſons; und other remarkable ene, 


aer from Juale and the Temple. 
3. I ſuppoſe you are now pretty well dien z 
III take my Licavez and go Home, and malte the 
beſt Reflections I can upon this Accompliſhment 
bf ſuch a Fundamenial Prophecy, as I find it Both 
in the Old and New Teſtament: I thank you 
for the Paine you have taken; and hope on 

to pay my Reſpects to you in this Place. + 
A One Thing e which I deſire; Joh 
void take along with you : Tis a very remark- 
able Prophecy of the wh Apoftles St. Petey and 
St. Paul, reliting to the Deſtruction of trials, 
made 15 Aber * capt 1 8 0 were Weir d > "wh 
"ns 0 eo 


i 4 


L 37 J 


Nero by the Jews, about the Year of our Lord 


66. *Tis a very curious Fragment, and being ſo 
yell atteſted, it were much to be with'd it had 
been plac'd with the other Ads of the Apoſtles, 
and made Canonical. It was collected and com- 
mitted to writing by the primitive Chriſtians: 
Tis recorded by La#antius,* in his Inſtitutions; 


and Phlegon, whoſe Honeſty and Integrity we took 


Notice of in our laſt Conference, whoſe Teſtimony 
is unqueſtionable, and who writ but about forty or 


fifty Yeats after this Prophecy of the Apoſtles, ſays 


expreſly in his Olympiads,f that St. Peter's Predic- 
tions to the Jews concerning their Deſtruction, had 
been all exaly fululd. And for farther Satisfac- 
tion in this Matter, we need only read Origen's ſe- 
cond Book writ againſt Celſus. Now the Apoſtles 


declar d to the Jews as follows, ( That the Time 
4 ppinted out by Jeſus Chriſt for their final De- 


« ſtruction, was nigh at Hand; that Jeruſalem 
„ ſhou'd be befieg'd, and laid entirely waſte ; 
that they; ſhould ſuffer Famine ſo very grie- 


„ vous that they ſhould eat one another; that 
© they ſhould ſee their Wives and Children ex- 


« viring, and a general Ranſack with Fire and 


Sword; that they ſhould be baniſlied their 


« Country for ever, and become Fugitives or 
« Slaves to the End of the World; and that 
hn +; , * 


aged & futura aperuit [Chriſtus] iNis- omnia; quæ Petrus & 


Paulus Romæ prædicaverunt; & ea icatio in memot iam 


ſcripta permanſit; in qua cum multa alia mira, tum etiam hoc 
futurum eſſe, dixerunt; ut poſt breve tempus immitteret Deus Re- 
gem, qui expugnaret Judxzos, & Civitates eorum ſolo adæquatet, 
ipſos autem fame, ſitique confectos obſideret, Oc. Lad. l. iv. c. ⁊ i. 
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[3] 
ce all theſe Evils ſhould befall em on Account 
4 of their Outrage and Offence committed againſt 


“the Son of God, who had been plainly decla- 


© red as ſich oy the many Miracles wrought 
4 amongſt them.” And now, my Friend, put 


all theſe Things together, that have paſſed be- 


tween us to Day concerning the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem; the furprizing Accompliſhment of an- 
cient Prophecies relating thereto ; the viſible 


Marks of divine Vengeance, in the whole Pro- 
cedure; and acknowledg'd as ſuch, but not 


rightly underſtood, by the Fewiſh and Heather 


Writers, and even by T:tus himſelf Aſter this, 
tell me what you think of Revelation? Whether 


our Reaſon is not ſufficiently inform'd from the 
Teſtimonies of Heathens, that theſe Things are 
ſo? That theſe Fadis are true; and conſequently 
that the Seriptures, where theſe Things are fore- 


told, are truly the Mord of God, and as ſuch to 


be Neurded by us? J remember, in our former 
Conference, you ſaid, the Difficulty you labour'd 
under, was, how we could! by the Help of our Rea- 
fon attain'to'a certain Knowledge of the Truth of 
_ thoſe Fa#s,which we call the Goppel Revelation - F 


| have undertaken to remove that Difficulty in a way 


that you juſtly own is unexceptionable, by appeal. 
ing to the Enemies of our Religion, who have 
(neither wittingly nor willingly) bore their Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of it. The miraculous Eclipſe, 


which was clear d up and fully eſtabliſh'd from 


ſuch ſort of Teſtimony at our laſt Meeting, does 
of it ſelf a there no other Evidence) ſuffi- 


cientlyx 


2 y OO ” +. obs 2 N * E * WM Pee * 
* 6 1 o 25 * a p FR : . 2 > ag 8 , 7 9 r Dy 
i : ä on 
4 
* : od 
„ 
* * 
4a 43 : ; 
: 
* 8 
Y N d 
. * 9 
1 


ciently eftabliſh that grand fundamenta! Poi nt, 
the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour; and, 1 
make no queſtion, if you will but favour me with 
your Company two or three Times more, you 
will be convinc d, that the Truth of the Cbri- 
ſtian Religion appears from Heathen Teſtimonies, 
not only in regard to Fa#s, but to the prin- 
cipal Dofrines likewiſe. Your Diſpute about 
poſitive Duties will ſoon have an End, if without 
> Prej udice you will uſe thoſe Faculties that God 
has given you to judge with in, theſe Matters 
And remember what you have already agreed to 
gat our firſt ſetting out, That when by the Help of 
| our Reaſon Revelation becomes eftabliſh'd, no Sug= 
geſtion either againſt the Need of: ſuch a Ræuela- 
tion, or againft our Obligation to receive n, N 
to make any Impreſſion upon us. 

B. I am ſtill of the ſame Opinion: And 2 to 

my Reaſon, the new Book,* which our Society 
has lately publiſh'd, will bear me out, when 1/7 
it after the beſt Manner I can; The End'is then 
 anſwer'd, ſays that Book, for which God dre e; 
our Faculties, and our Conduct is fully juftify d. 

A. I like the Rule exceedingly ; but till your 
Society practiſes accordingly, the Eud is not an-, 
ſwer d, nor their Conduct juſti fy d. Adieu. þ 
* wiſh you well home, and a quick Return to this. 
Place. | 
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1 Chriſtianity as Old as the Creation. 
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O0 Arrow, Sir. Wh ſee I am 
XII very quick in making you this Viſit ; 
much ſooner, indeed, than I intended at our par 
ting: But when I came Home, and had care ful- 
ly read over the Prophecy, and recollected, as 
well as E could, the Particulars of its Accompliſb- 
mem, which were the Subjects of our laſt Conver- 


ſation, I began to think, this Point had not been 


ſo fully Aiſcuſſed as it ought to be; or at leaſt, 
as I could wiſh, for my own Satisfaction. My 
Meaning is, chat this Prophecy of our Saviour 
has not been conſider'd by us in its full View and 


Extent, as the expreſs Words ſeem to require it 


ſhou'd be; for we learn from that Prophecy, not 
only the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and the Fewiſh 
Nation, as alſo their Diſperſſon, which are Things 
already accompliſh'd, and have been fully diſ- 
courſed of ; but we learn moreover ſomething 
elſe very arora which is yet accompliſhing ; 
and which, according to your Commentators, 
will not have its final Completion, till Jeu and 
Gentile at the End of the World ſhall join with 
the Chriſtian in embracing the Goſpel. You ea- 


ſily gueſs at the Paſſage; where the Marks of di- 


vide Vengeance are ſtamp d upon the very Ground 
where 


i 


Ewhere 
ced, t 
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human 
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plain | 
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where the e Holy City ſtood ; and tis pronoun 


fugitive Condition of the People; ; fo that all 
human Endeavours ſnould prove in vain for re- 
milding on that Ground where the Temple was 
founded. This Part of the Prophecy is very 


Diſciples *, They | the Jews} /ball fall by 'the 
age of the Sword, and ſball be led captive into 
my Nations; and Jeruſalem ſball be trodden 
nder Foot of the Gentiles, until the Times "of 
he Nations. be fulfilled, And this Part I deſire 
ay now have its due Conſideration; and, if you 
an, pray inform me, whether ſuch Part of the 
Prophecy has been fulfilling by any ſgnal Marks 
Divine Vengeance, in relation to that Place, 

1 the ſucceeding Ages of the Church, For if 


Im 
to 


& T. 7 


b 


ority, I readily grant, you will then have pro- 
uc'd another very cogent Ween” in Defence 
t Chniftianity. b 

A. I much rejoice at this good Diſpoſition in 
y Friend; that he has read over the Prophecy 
ith ſuch Attention; that he has made ſuch 
judicious Remark on a Deficiency in our former 
iſcourſing of it; and that he has now given me 
Opportunity of ſupplying that Defect; and 
hope in every Reſpect to his Satisfaction. 
ks to the remarkable Text you juſt now - quo- 
d, the Comment you have made is eaſy. and 


| 7 tural, and What the bes Ex politors are me 


So nfyh Gy 7 


& 1 ti; mY 


ced, that ſuch Marks ſhall be! as laſting, as the 


plain and expreſs, when our Saviour tells his 


uch Marks ſhall appear, ſupported by good Au- 


* * a —_ —- ©” 9 1 - 


on the Ground where the former ſtood at Jeruſa. 
peror Julian did actually attempt, with al 


the Power, Cunning, and Expence poſſible, t 


if not exceed, thoſe I took Notice of from Ti 


ee — quaſi dicat 5 uſque ad ſinem mundi erit de 


"+17. 


8 * And to. ſtrengthen this Expoſition, you 


will ſee preſently that the Emperor Julian 


(che Apoſtate) did fo r this bores as 


judesz the Prophet aff uring as - That the Des 
lation ſball continue to the End. Fulian therefor: 
thought, if he cou d compaſs the building a Temp. 


lem, he ſhou'd clude the Force of this Prophec 
and render the Truth of the Holy Scriptures pr 
carious, I ſhall now, therefore, according to you 
Requeſt, farther inform you, that this very Em- 


build. a Temple for the Jews where the Ten 
ſtood at Jeruſalem; and. that he was baffled i 
this Attempt with the greateſt Marks of divin 
Diſpleaſure, that you can imagine;  attendel 
with ſuch fearful Prodigies, that they equi 


citus and Joſephus, to have happen d in the Tew 
e ſome Time before its Deſtruction. 

B. If Julian made this Attempt with ſuch 
Debgn! as you ſay he did, it was indeed darii; 
en to aſſert its ee and the Truth d 
the e by ſome — Paniſh 
ment. But what Authority have you for the 
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vel punietu Gentiles Tem pore ſcilicet & modo 7 Deu 
ſtatuit. Vid. Collect. Comment. ad Luc. Xxic a4. 
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A The. Ae, is in every Reſpect unex- 
ceptionabl e. The Fad#s I am going to relate, 


are atteſted by great Numbers of Fews and Gen- 


tiles, as well as Chriftians ; ; but the Authority 1 


ſhall chiefly inſiſt on, is Ammianus Marcellinus; 
becauſe he was not only an eminent Hiſtorian, 
but liy'd at the ſame Time; was in great Eſteem 
with, and a zealous Defender of his Maſter - ie 
lian. 


B. Pleaſe to give me a farther Accoutt 


of this Author, that I may better judge how far 


I may rely upon what he ſays in this Matter. 
A. Methinks, much more need not be ſaid 


| than what has been already. He had the Misfor- 


tune indeed of being bred a Heathen, and he liv'd 


and dy'd as ſuch ; but was remarkable for doing 
| Juſtice to the Chriſtians notwithſtanding. Tho 


he was ftrongly attach'd to Julian, yet he does 
not conceal his Vices ; and tho* he was a So- 


dier, yet his Abilities were ſuch, that he knew 
| how to make a Difference in the Characters of 
the Orthodox or Catholick, and the Arians, at 


that Time of Day. | Confideriig he was a Greek 
by Birth, and the Time wherein he wrote, the 
Purity of the Latin Language is not to be ex- 


pected; but in every other Reſpect he is allow d 
to be an accompliſh'd Hifforian. 


B. Von ſay he was of the Military Profeſſion: 


Did that allow him Time to write a R with 
ſuch Exactneſs? 


A. He was in ſome Reſpe Qs Uke a Ceſar, 
or a A enaphon He was Aber Witneſs to all 
anch: the 
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the great t Events in his Time, or had a good Py 

Share-in them himſelf: But as to the compiling 3 
his Hiſtory, he did it, after he had quitted his 115 
military Employments, retiring to Rome, that N 
he might have the better Reliſh of Life the . L 
Remainder of his Days; having ſery'd not only Bine 
under Julian, but Jovian, Valentini an, and oy ) 
Gratian. ' Tis our Misfortune, that we have but this 
eighteen Books left of the one and thirty which _ 
he compos d; and the many fine Editions of fon 
Ammianus Marcellinus, with the Notes of ſe- 12 


veral learned Men, are a ſufficient Proof what * t 
Credit and Eſteem this Hiſtory has obtain'd n Fab : 


the World. 


B. You lad not ſay any more 'of your 3 x 
an and your having ſaid this, will make me 8 


hear your Account from him with more Pleaſure Vie 
and Satisfaction. Pleaſe then, to let me know: 8 
what Julians Efforts were for rebuilding the 
Temple- at Jeruſalem; what hinder'd his Project; yo . 


and whether in ſuch. Ob/acles as he met with, 4 he 
there was any Thing extraordinary or mira 7 : 
culous, or ſuch as evidently and. undeniably « bg 
proy'd. the immediate nee of the a Bi 
ig bly in that Affair. « #1 


A. Jam to obſerve to you firſt of all, that 4 
Julian, when he ſaw himſelf ſole Maſter of the 4 
Empire, upon the Death of his Couſin Conſtance, « tþ 
thought the Time was come, when he need be a 
no 1 upon his Guard in Matters of Reli- 4 Þ 

:) Accordingly he try'd all Ways to re- 
ſtore; } Uo-Warſin, and to eſtabliſh Pagan Su- 
>< | perſtitions 


[533] 


perſtitions in general, which were then at their 
loweſt Ebb, and well nigh expiring. - By this 
Means the Chriftian. Religion, if poſſible, was 
to be aboliſh'd; and he was ſo bold as to ima- 2 
gine, that in a little Time he ſhou'd aboliſh the 
very Name it ſelf. The better to ſucceed in 
this Project, he form'd a perſecuting Scheme, 
entirely new, none of his cruel Predeceſſors ha- 
ving acted like him. He was not contented in 
ſpiriting up the Chriſtians, and furniſhing them 
with Arms to deſtroy one another, whilſt the 
Arians were openly protected by him; But he 
ſhamefully demean'd himſelf, in making his Ap- 
plication to the very 3 who were become 
the Scum and Deriſfion of the Univerſe, the bet 
ter to accompliſh the pernicious Ends he had in 
View. He writes to 'em accordingly, a very 
cunning, inveigling Letter, yet extant among 

his Epiſtles; where, © after having earneſtly 

“ begg'd their Prayers, he lets em know, that 
c“ he did not require em to pay any more Taxes, 
« as they us'd to do; and that he had caus'd 
to be burnt all publick Entries that might any 
« ways affect 'em; and then informs them, that 
“ the happy Time was now come, for retrie- 
« ying the ancient Glory of their Nation, for 
« re-eſtabliſhing their Ceremonies, their Laws, 
« their Synagogues, their Temple; aſſuring them 
« withal, that as ſoon as he had ended the 
« Perſian War, he wou'd rebuild Feruſalem 
« with greater Splendor than ever it was before, 


« and that he wou d come and reſide there e 
b « ſelf, 


[596] 


& Kell, and. join with them in workkipping the 
« ſupreme Being.” 
B. I muſt. confeſs, this Lanes) * ths be 
work d up with a great deal of Policy, and Art; 
and no doubt, it anſwer'd his End with the 
K 
A. Julian did not ſtop here: He call'd tos 
gether the Chiefs of the Jewiſh Nation from all 
Quarters, and ſummon'd 'em to appear in his 
Palace; where he reproach'd em ſeverely, for 
having li vd ſo long, without ſacrificing to their 
God; when it was a Matter, he ſaid, that was 
40 expreſsly enjoin d em by their e 
B. This was putting it home indeed; and to 
i be ſure, Julian eaſily gueſs d their Anſwer would 
ſerve his Purpoſe: But how was it? 
A. The Jeus anſwer' d, That by their Law 
8 were not to facrifice any where, but at Je- 
ruſalem; whence they were baniſh'd; and not 
only at Jeruſalem, but it was to be Sons | in the 
. Temple there; which yet had been. demoliſh'a I N 
for about three hundred Years. Tis for that ©: 
very Reaſon, replies the Emperor, that I am © 
minded out of hand to rebuild your Temple at 
my own Expence; that you may be able to do 
your, Duty, which has been interrupted ſo long 
a Time; and the more to encourage em, he 
made em believe, that he had recover d one of 
their ſacred Volumes (buried under Ground) 
which declar'd expreſsly, that in his Reign 
their long Exile ſhou d have an End, and their 
Synagogue ſhine out in its former Luftre, 


B. By 


r 


B. By t this Time 1 make 30 queſiiong, but 
enough was ſaid to engage the Jews and. I 
take it for granted; Julias and his Aſſembly 
broke" up well fatisfy d on both Sides. gie 
A. Tis true, as you obſerve: And Julian, 
to make good his Promiſe, orders the ableſt 
Workmen throughout t the Empire to attend · 
He makes otic: Aypius Sarveyor-General. of the 
his Work, who was his Countryman, and truſty 
Fi riend, and who had for ſome Time been 2 De- ä 
put y- Bee here in England. He iſſues ont 
Orders to his Treaſtiry for very large Sums, co 
defray the Expences neceſſary for building this 
flatly Edifice; and after this, he writes toi tho 
Governor of the Province to. cofintenance the 
egy to forward the Execution; and 
o give him à regular Account bow the Affair 
Ry on, Which he had more at heart than any 
e other. Our EHfgontan; as a Heatheu, wou d have 
he! us underſtand that all this was done by Julian 
1 vitk an Intention of eternizing his Name only 
at by erecting ſuch a Building: But: Juliun, who 
\ had been in Holy Orders himſelf, had confider'd, 
at! the Scriptures we muſt allow, and he knew there 
were Prophecies (as I have obſery'd' to you- al- 
m ready) expreſsly againſt his, or at other's: ſuo- 
| ceeding 1 in this Enterpriſe. H. roceedings' = 
in religious Matters, as Þ did: before mention 
em to you, farther ſhew what his Interitions, 
ks were; and Heaven in a moſt aſtoniſhing Man- 
ir ner 1 6 you will Hear preſently): confirr & the 
* 
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1 
Prophecies, and put a Stop to is; deging: Im- 
of the Apoſtate 
0B. Before I behold this ne * of di- 
vine Vengeance, which 1 apprehend you are 
nom ent ring upon, pleaſe to let me know, how 
the Jews behav'd, after Julian had given Or- 


ders for rebuilding their Temple? as alſo how 
the * were ard at len a Proceed: 


#43 


ISL There e un Exceſs of Joy among the 
Mews, as I believe you caſily imagine: They 
flock d together from all Parts of the World, 

to aſſiſt in raiſing their intended Temple. No 
Colt vas ſpar d for laying the: Foundation with 
the greateſt Pomp and Solemnity imaginable; 
1 for haſt ning the Work. By ſome Ac- 
hits, their very Picke Axes, Shovels and 2 
kets for digging and carrying Earth were of 
Stover; and Women of the firſt Rank amongſt 
them, were ambitious who ſhou'd: give a helping 
Had, by carrying it in the Lappets of their 
richeſt Garments. As for the Chriftians, the 
more conſiderate amongſt them were not in the 
leaft affected, but ſlighted and deſpis'd theſe Ef- 
forts of Julian. Qril Biſhop of Feruſalem is a 
remarkable Inftance: He was juſt return d from 
Baniſhment, when theſe wild Projects were on 
Foot: But he did not appear any ways con- 
oer d at the freſh Storms that were ariſing 
85 ainſt the Church of Chriſt. He. was Witneſs 
| * the Inſolence, to the 1 nſults and Threats of 
: the 


* Thood, Lib. 3. c. 27. 


/ N 
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the Jes; who were fo puff'd up with their 
imaginary State of Happineſs, that they talk dd 
of nothing leſs,” than cutting off that good 5 
Man, or rather the whole Body of Chriſtiaus, 
and treating 'em in like Manner, as they, them- 
ſelves had been treated by the Romans.” But 

the venerable Patriarch was a8 little mnbwe wich 
their Threats as their vain Preparations: He 
made it his Buſineſs to oomfort the Faithful, 
who were any ways teerify'd at ſuch Proceed ings; 
frequently reminding em, that the Word o 


God was ſire, and that they ought to have a 
z firm Reliance on thoſe Propheties,* the Truth 'F” 


of which they wou'd ſoon ſee confirm'd ; that 


CE FL» 


the Efforts of their Enemies deſer d nothitig 


but their Scorn and Contempt, becauſe the 


Words of Jeſus Chrift were expreſs; ; T he ha- 


ta, BS? 


ving poſitively affar'd them, that the Temple 


| ſhould never be rebuilt ; maugre all the Attempts 
of the Fews, or even Julian their zealous Pro- 


tector; and in fine, he told em boldly, that all 
the preſent Noiſe and Buſtle wou d end in no- 
thing but in an entire Deſtruction of thoſe few 
Stones yet left under- ground i in the Foungation 


of the old Temple; the better fill to verify lite- | 


rally the Saying of our "Saviour, that there 
ou not be leſt one Stone t upon another. : i _— 2 
l 2 If you pleaſe, Sir, it may no- be 2 Pro 
per Time to ask, what was hi vent of this 
Enterpriſe concerted I = ps al the Artifics 


Hk 
ima 


8 3 Ruffin, Lib, 10. c. 38. * pes Lib. 3. 


r 1600 
0 
* 4 a deal of . Clamonr ? 
woe act, as recorded by Marcellinus, * 
ftands thus; © Whilft Anpius was buſy in carry- 
2 <:49g:0n the Wark, and the Governor of be 
„ Frovigce. as careful in giving him his A 
| | + vin fearful: Balls of Fire. came out of © 
<iFarth LAS Foundations ;. ſuch Exuptions 
pl peated Al ader'd the Place 


2 eg, the. Worſcmen themſelves being 


I Tarptimes Hurt ; and the fiery Element con 


tipuing its Oppoſition in this Manner, the 
©: Work was<ptirely. laid glide,” I deſire, it may 


Oy us by Ga 


this ig, has 1 5 


zappen che greateſt Oi, 
an. Empire ; that. he was a great 
fo lia; and that he. Was as well. able 
«lf. of this wanderſy/ Ereut, as any 
Tk whateyer ; 5 hot only common Fame, but 
Lad R e we 155 "hp had ſeen jt 


_— pngun 255 20} 4 d in its utmoſt Extent. 
5 Hr 1 3 te you in our laſt Confe- 
wed 2 Vs Attempt to ws the Fes» \ 

| FRG ian. 75 tors 0 As. little. Purpoſe, 
Ic 9d is pleas'd. t to pull dowg, 
_ 18 _not to be 129 Go LEN by meer human 
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Lib. 18. + Ornat. 2. in Tudzos. 


bee tet ap Acgpun fo, diſtinct and re- 
gn £5 if 2 1me. 0 hen 
d one of 


1 Wn. Thus, 717 St. Chry- 
* the \ e of Jah Chrift was not 
| 1 AN the Federer which he had 


"CAT 


Power 3 2 and what be thinks fit to uphold, i is not 
to þe thrown down by his Creatures. 
B. Pray, how do the Fathers of the | Church | 
50 with Marcellinus in this Matter? 5 
"4 T don't much wonder at your asking that 
Queſtion now, becauſe you have been already con- 
we d mere than once, that the Heathen, and 
Chriftion Writers ſupport one another ip many 
Bass; and gogſequently ſuch ſort of Ty/iimony 
ought t to haye the greater Weight. The Church 
Hiſtorians, as well as Fatbers, are generally more 
icalax in relating this Fass, than Mærcelſinus; 
key: all confirm the Account which he has 
given; and three of the Fathers, which hear their 
Tefimony in this Affair, . Gregory Naziangen, 


40 


St. Ambr, 5 and St. Chryfy k were living at 


the ſame Time when this Progigy ! 555 nd ; the 
| rerparkable.9 To 17 of Yo” ie © Feruſaten, 
has b lready taken Notice of, 


. 1 deſire to bear firſt of all the Account gi- 
ven by the Church Hfiriaus; and then, that 
given by © Fathers juſt mention d, whofe Tefti- 
2899), as they were Contemporaries with Julian, 
I do agree, onght to be the more regarded. 
A The Church Hiftorians* inform us, That 
0 whilſt the Foundation of the Temple was a y- 
« ing, 1 Viglent Hurricane carry d away in a 
C Momept, the Lime, Sang, or Gravel, with _ 
« ther Materials, that had been heap'd in pro- 
5 e Ade: This: "as follow 5 an 
1 ee ri b. 


bead. kb. lf. e. 27. Sozom. lib. v, c. 22, Ruffin. lib. x. 
c. 38, 39. | 
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6 Eunbguble, IHE] fn Fr al'd ts to A great 
* 2288 on all Sides, 'vaſt great Stones, > 
« had been brought together, for the inten ed 
— Building; 3 threw down the Houſes all round 
cc about; and turned. _topſy-turvy t the Galleries, 
« where Wotkmen in great N umhers 1 were cruſh- 
te ed to Death. The Fire at the fame Time c con- 
« ſumed the Hammers, Saws, Chiffets, and other 
« Tools, which were lodg'd in a Place under- 
4 ground: Streams of Fire ruſhing out of the 
«Earth, and running here and | there, burnt and 
60 « deftroy'd every Thing that came in its Way; 
« Aud yet ihe obſtinate Jug propred by their| 
« own. Indlination,” and i in Obedience to their 
« Emperor, would ſtill attempt to carry on the 
15 Work, till they were either Lore d back gf 
= confurn d by this miraculous Fin Ire... "Theſe Hif- 
| torians farther add, that for a. Night arid 4 
Day there appeared i in the Air, frot m Calvary to 
Mount Olivet, the Figure of a "Cro 75 within a 
Circle; ; the whole glori ouſly ill umihared ; which 
Appearance was like 'a Trophy ſet up in Token 
of a i Vietory obtain'd' by Feſus Crit over his 
Enemies. They all agree likewiſe in telling us 
that the Chaths,” as well of Set wn as Jeus, 
giite of the Croſs ; . which was ſo beautiful that 
o Phbroidery cou equal 3 ; And the Tews 

vi All the Pains they took, could not raze it 
out. And, let me tell yon, theſe H Horians were 


* no Friends to the Orthodox "OY neither; 
Ther 


0 [2 > 9,0; mv 


Dura 1. 


Sbeadoret was once a Naſtorian, but ropented: 
2 Heratas and -Sozomen were! both of them Nova 
Jians;# And Rufinus ſhew d himſelf at one Time 
ol his Life, like an envious ſurly Presbyter, in re- 
gard to the great St. Jerome. Theſe Hiſtorians 
however, all liv'd at or near the Time, When 
this wonderful Event happen d; and their Teſ- 
timony in a Matter of Fas, is nen not to 
be queſtio dd. 15 
B. Tis certain this Aber takes the Jeter 
* tion of Heaven ſtill more remarkable: But do 
theſe Fathers of the Church, who liv'd at that 
Time, deſcend to ſuch Particular? 
A. Cyril; Biſhop of Feruſalem, had a Fore- 
knowletge given him by Heaven of the Fa# in 
= general, as you may obſerve from his Teftimony 
9 T've given you already. St. Chry/oftom, ** who 
if ſpoke of this Prodigy between twenty and thirty 
VVears after it happen'd, told his Auditors pub- 
to lickly, that many of them might have been 
* Eye-witneſes of - theſe Things; and he aſſur d 
ch 'em, that the Foundations were yet to be ſeen 
all lying open, as well as the Remains of that 
abandon'd Enterprize. And Gregory Nazianzen || 
9 declar'd as openly, that at the Time of his 
5 writing and diſcourſing, thoſe indelible Croſſes 
" were ſtill to be ſeen on the Cloaths of Few and 
at "fie And St. Ambroſe, in a Letter that 
vs : he 
* Deny that the Virgin Mary was the Mother of God, and 


aſſerted two Per/ons in Chriſt. 


IJ. Among the 4 dap, or Puritans. 
© Ex Oxat. 2. in Judzos, 


I Orat. ++ 


1 


ke write S Hrnanpd, 
The Great, reminds him of this wonderfur. E. 
dent, as a Thing linown throughott the Univerſe. 
In: fort, the Fab in general has been at all 
Times ſo well atteſted, that we may venture to 


fay, ſince the Days of the {poſhes, wo meet 


with nothing; either in its felf more 
ov more aurbennet, than this. And what was 


the Effect of this dreadful Repul/s that Julias 
met with? Nothing leſs than the Converſion of 
great Nunibers, both of Fews and Gemilis; 
who had been Spectators of it, an forthwich 


defir'd to be baprigd. And 
noble Subjett that St. B. 
Oreaſion to preach upon, — ke told his 
Congregation, that God yas' 
« the greatef Niracles for eſtabliſfing the Dis 
« dinity of his Son, at 4 Time when HeW it 
«RIF made the grote Dforts to: fabvert it 
And ſurety 
the Words of our bleſſed: Savior? + 


* had on this 


pteas d to ſne 


it becomes us Rkewiſe to- remember 
det the 


Times be what they will) Upon this Roc f upon 
fuck Fhanndorions whereby the Cbritaan Religion 


ſhoud ſoon be eſtabliſtudj 
and the Gates T Hen ns Hor awe axoinf 


138 


will Þ Build my Ghaveh; 


2 Sis, bers ant Ute our Lane df Paris 


falem, pleaſe” to inform me, if you have any 
good Authority, what State or Condition that 
Piece of Ground is in (at this Ns of Day) 


where the Temple ſtood 2 


AWe 


* Hom. 4. in Mas, 
+ Mat. xvi. 18. 


tw] as 4 | 


2 


[0 
A. We have as good Authority as we can 
with for in that Particular: We have it from 4 
worthy Countryman of our own, who view d 
the Piece of Ground (you enquire after) about 
thirty Years ago: But both Few and Chriſtian 
(it ſeems) are ſo far from having any Thing 
to do there, that they are not allow'd ſo much 
as to tread\ upon it, For more Satisfaction, 
III give you the Paſſage it ſelf, whichruns thus ;* 
„ Thurſday, April 8. we went to ſee the Palace 
e of Pilate, I mean the Place where they ſay it 
4 ſtood ; F or now an ordinary Turkiſh Houſe 
«ll * poſſeſſes its Room. It is not far from the 
is © Gate of St. Stephen, and borders upon the 
Area of the Temple on the North Side. From 
« the Terrace of this Houſe, you have a fait 
« Proſpect of all the Place where the Temple 
« ſtood; indeed, the only good Proſpect that is 
Ru lent you of it: For there is 20 going with 
in the Borders of it, without forfeiting your 
« Life, or, which is worſe, your Religion. A 
BB © fitter Place for an auguſt Building, cou'd not. 
be found in the whole World, than this Area. 
It lies upon the Top of Mount Moriab, over- 
“ againſt Mount Oliver, the Valley of Jeboſa- 
„ phat lying between both Mountains. This 
Area, as far as I cou'd compute by walking 
« round it without, is five hundred and ſeventy 
« of my Paces in Length, and three hundred and 


& irons] in Breadth; and one may {till diſcern 
- | P a Marks 


* See Mr. Maundrells Journey from Aleppo to Fernſalem a$ 
Eaſter, 1697, p. 106. Fourth Edit. 
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«Marks of the great W it ooſt, to cut 
* away the hard Rock, and to level ſuch a ſpa- 
© cions Area upon ſo ſtrong a Mountain. In 
« the Middle of the freq ſtands at preſent a 
% Ado/qac of an ofogonal Figure, ſuppos'd to be 
NR upon the ſame Ground, where anciently 
ee ſtood the Sandum Sanforum, the Holy of He- 
. 2 And thus the Deal. our come Ys 
70 the End. © 
B. I blame my felf n in KOO 
al that curious and entertaining Book: I find | 
he micaſur'd the Place where the Temple food) 
but cod not do it with that Exactneſs to be 
ſure, when he was not allow'd' to go upon ir. 
Pray, if -you'll excuſe this Digreſſion, let me 
= ask one Queſtion more: Did this ingenious 
| Countryman of .ours meaſure the Circuit of the 
di Fo or that, as I take it, was in his Power. 
A. It was ſo; and Mr. Maunarel did accor- 
dingly pace the Walls round; and then redu- 
cing his Paces to Yards, informs us, that his 
four 'thouſand fix hundred and thirty Paces, 
amounted to four thouſand ove buudred and 
fſixty-/even Yards, which make NOR Miles and 
a We“ P 
'B. I thank you: There' s one Thing occurs 
1 concerning your Hiſtorian Ammiauus. Marcellinus, 
which I detire may be further look d into: You 
gave it me, I remember, as Part of his Character, 
that his Abilities enabled him to make a Diffe- 
0 | renice 


* Ibid, p. 110. 


— ]«—A ] — 
2 - 
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rence (though a Heathen) in the Characters of 
the Orthodox; or Cutholicks, and the Arians at 
that Time of Day. If he was fo ſtrongly attach= 
ed to his Maſter Julian, who notoriouſly protec- 
ted the Arians, there's Reaſon to ſuſpect. his 
Judgment was biaſſed in their Favour. But how 
was it, or is there any Light in 1 his Hie As 
to this Point? 

A. There's Light etc in this Matteb, to | 
ſhew that he follow'd his own judgment, and 
not that of his Mafter ; whoſe' Errors, as welt 
as Vices, he ſometimes animadverted upon. He 
had no Reliſh at all for the Chriſtian Religion 
in general, in what Manner ſoever profeſs'd : He 
uſes ſometimes very opprobrious Language, and 
makes it applicable to all Parties amongft them, 
repreſcntin g them as a Company of wild Beafts 
in their Diſputes with one another; and, like 
Gallio, He car'd for none of thofe Things - But ſtill 
his Judgment appears; there's a very rematkable 
Character given by him, as Well of the Orihodox, 


or Catholic Chriftians, as of the Emperor Con- 
Jantius, who was a grievous Perſecutor of them. 


I heartily thatik you therefore for reminding me 
of this Particular; and certainly I. ſhould be 
wanting very much in defending the Cauſe of 
Primitive Chriſtianity, if J omitted a Paſſage, 
which ſo much Sincerity, Honeſty, and Plain- 
Dealing, as is ſeen in Marcelliuus, has furniſh'd 
us with in its Favour. Our Hiftorian® then, ta- 
king Notice of the Confuſion and Irregul arities 


Lib. xxi, | 


committed by Conſtantius in religious Matters; in 
protecting the Arians; in often convening em; 
and by ſach repeated and irregular Meetings de- 
fignedly oppreſſing the Catholic Biſhops ; has 
theſe memorable Words; which, as they come 
from the Mouth of a Heathen, not biaſs'd by Ju- 
ian, but following his own private Judgment, 
cannot be liable to the leaſt Objection. Con- 
te ſtantius, ſays he, made a ſtrange jumble in re- 
ee ligious Matters, by mixing filly ſuperſtitious 
& Fancics with the Chriſtian Religion; which 
et jg a Religion in itſelf ſimple, and all of a- piece, 
ce without any ſach Mixture: His Enquiries 

ee into the Nature of that Religion, were ra- 

c ther to perplex Debates, than to compoſe 
( Matters; which frequently occaſion'ꝰd Diviſions 
te and Diſſenſions amongſt them: Theſe Divi- 
&« ſions he fomented by verbal Altercations, or 
« Diſputes about Fords. Thus he was continu- 
<« ally haraſſing theBi/bops, who in great Numbers 
journey d backwards and forwards, on Account 
ce of what they call their Synods; where he en- 
& deavour'd that his own Will-ſhould be a Law: 
e And by this conſtant Hurry and Fatigue off C 
“ Beaſts, | as well as Men, | the public Stages at as 


laſt could not hold out any longer.? 5 
e . II ch 
*Chriſtianam Religionem abſolutam 8 ſimplicem anili ſuperſi. * Iii 


tione confundens ¶ Conſtantius] in qua ſcrutanda perplexius quam 
componenda gravius excitavit diſſidia plurima, quæ qgref fu- 
nus aluit concertatione verborum, ut Catervis Antiſtitum Jumentis Ii 
publicis ultro citroque diſcurrentibus per Synodos, quas appellant, we! 
dum ritum omnem ad ſuum trahere conatur arbitrium, rei vehi- 


* 


'eulariz ſuccideret nervos. Lib. 21. 


z P 
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B. I deſire to know, what your Hiſtorian means 
by thoſe verbal Altercations or Diſputes about 
| Words, which he charges Conſtantius with, as one 
Method taken by him to foment Diviſions ? 
AA The Meaning is plain enough to ſuch as 
are vers d in Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory ; Marcellinas, 
tis eaſy to apprehend, had an Eye to thoſe two 
noted Terms of Homoouſios, i. e. of the ſame Sub- 
tance or Eſſence, and Homoionſios, i. e. of the 
like Subſtance pr Eſſeuce. 'This Variation of one 
| Letter only was made a Handle for diſtinguiſh- 
ing the Carbolick from the Arian, and was the 
Occaſion of great Diſtraction and Miſery in the 
Chriſtian Church: And here it very well de- 
ſerves your Obſervation, where the Fault lay, in 
making ſuch a fatal Diſtinction amongſt Chriſti- 
ans; for, a great many well-meaning People 
(to my certain Knowledge) have unwarily been 
| made to believe, that the Fault lay at the Door 
of the Orthodox Party, in coining new Words, 
not to be met with in the Soriptures, and multi- 
en- plying Creeds, not ſerving to any other Purpoſe | 


w. than to perpetuate Strife and Diſcord in the 
of M Church. Now, pleaſe to obſerve; Marcellinus, 
at as he was a Greek, muſt be allow'd to have un- 


derſtood the Scriptures of the New Teftament in 
4 their original Language; and I think, *tis as 
little to be doubted, but that his fine Parts, and 
bard liberal Education induc'd him to read them; if 
fu. only out of Curioſity, as well as his Maſter Ju- 
at. lian; nay, conſidering the Honeſty, Plaineſs, 
hi- and Simplicity, that appear'd in Marcellinus, ] 


[| 120 J 
am apt to think, bontight have 


the Difficulties of an unhappy Education, and 
made a glorious Figure in the Chriſtian Church, 


as other Heat hens had done before him, had not 
the violent Diſſentions and barbarous Practices 


which he obſery'd amongſt the Profeſſors of an 


excellent Religion, given juſt Offence, and proy'd . 


the great Stumbling-Block in his Way. We 


may cafily imagine, this was the Caſe with 
Thouſands as well as Marcellinus; and the Ari 
ans muſt anſwer for it, as well as they can: 
But this by the Way - Marcellinus knew, what 
the Chriſtian Religion in it ſelf was, or clic he 

cou'd' not have call'd it, as he does here, Reli- 
gioneni /implicem Eg abſolutam, which I render a 
Reli gion ' /ample, pure, and unmix A, and all of a= 
piece; (and let our Arians give a better Tranſ- 
lation if they think fit.) Marce/linus as plainly 
diſtinguiſhes the Notions that Conflantins had 
in Religion (which he blended. with the Chri- 
ftian): as idle filly Opinions So he expreſely 
charges ; ;, confungens chriftianam religionem anili 
ſuperſtitione. Marcellinus knew that the Word 
Oufia, or Eſſence, was not a Word coin'd by the 
Catholicks ; becauſe he found it in the ſacred 
Writings ; he knew the Catholicks maintain d 
(or rather ſhall we ſay, he wasJudge himſelf from 
thoſe Writings ?) that the Father and the Son 
were there declar'd. to be of the /ame Eſſence ; 
but then he obſery'd, that the Ariaus evaded 
this, in faying, that the Son was not of the 


Lee but of a like ce: with the Father. 
| How- 
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However in the J of Marcelliuus, we 
are to reckon this * one of Conrftantius's 


filly idle Opiuiaus; and indeed, how can it be 
eſteem d otherwiſe by any eculidarates and un- 


prejudic'd Perſon ? For tho Sameneſ and Li he- 
neſs are Terms really differeut, and as /#ch are 


applied to Things in general; yet to ſay, that 


there is a Li tene and not a Sameueſs in the 
EssENer of Things, is, in my Apprehenſion, 
little better than meer Jargon. For what is 
Eſence ini the Corporeal World ? Does it not 
ariſe from the various Contexture of the Parts 


| of a Body? (which Contexture however we 


are as little able to explain, as we are the Eſeuce 
of Incorporeal Beings.) But will it be ſaid, that 
one Body may be of the lil Effence with ano- 
ther Body, and yet not of the /ame Eſſence with 
that Body? Is not this telling us, that two Bo- 
dies may have the very /ame Contexture of Parts, 


(chich cotiſtitute their Z/erce,) and yet that they 


may be only lite and not really the /ame. with 
one another in ſuch Contexture? Can any Thing 
be more groſs or abſurd? And therefore, as we 


muſt judge it very improper, to ſay there may 


be a Likeneſs, and not a Sameneſs in the Es8ence 
of Bodies; ſo was it highly improper for the 


= 4rians to uſe the compound Word Homcoionfios 


in their Diſputes with tne Catholic s; for if they 
would not allow of the Sameneſs of Bffence i in 
the Father and the Sen; they were told, no 
doubt, (or at leaft they ought to have deen ſo,) 
ry — of Eſſence is unintelligible Stuff; 

nor 
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nor . ſhou'd any Ws preſume to queſtion a 
| Myſtery, who can admit Ad defend ſuch Incon- 
fefenciss. Tis plain, Marcellinus's good Senſe 
quickly diſcover'd the weak, evaſive Arguments 
in the Fara Party; or elſe he wou'd not have 
ariimadverted with that Freedom, as he does, 
upon the Conduct of Conſtantius, who propaga- 
ted theſe meer VERBAL Diſputes; which he him- 
ſelf muſt know had nothing of Weight in them, 
but ſerv'd his Purpoſe yery well ; and that was to 
oppreſs the Catholick Party: Eci difſidia 
plurima, que progreſſa fufius aluit concertations 
verborum. Now, what is to be done in this Caſe 
_ think ye, When the wily Heretick by deceitful 
Words is ſapping the very Foundation, or ſub- 
verting the fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, 
enſnaring many an honeſt but unguarded Soul by 
ſuch Devices? Muſt not the Church of Chriſt 
aſſemble, as it did in the Apoftle's Days? And 
- when aſſembled, are they not brought under a 
Neceſſity of explaining, and uſing ſuch Word,, 
as ſhall be judg'd moſt proper to ſhew the Fa. 
lacy of the Deceiver, and thereby to ſettle Peo- 
ple's Minds in the Faith and Doctrine as con- 
tain'd in the Holy Scripture ? When this is 
done, private Judgment ought no longer to di- 
ſturb the Peace, of the Church. But if Pride, 
Arrogance, Diſcontent, or an Affectation of 
Singularity (which were always the general Cha 
racteriſticks of Here/y) have at any Time made 
ſuch Diſturbance; the Church has been ever ju- 


Ply d in convening its Members, and ex plain- 
ing 
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bance, and oblig'd the Governors of the Chriſtian 
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ing their! Faich and Doctrines in ſuch à Maps 
ner, as their Adyerſaries made it necgſſary for 
em to do. Nou ſee then where the Fault lay, 


whilſt Hereſy and Sabiſin made ſuch Havock in 


the Chriſtian Church; and whenever the Ob- 
jection is made to the Ort hadam, in reſpect of 
Councils, Creeds, and hard Mord s (as they call 
em) it ought to be remember d by way of An- 
ſwer, that fuch Cauuci ls, Creeds and hard Hords 
appoiutment had not firſt of all made the Diſtur- 


Church to do what they did. I thank you for 

your Patience in hearing me out; and 1 hope, 
OT the natural Application made of 
Marcellinus's Declaration in favour of the Ortho- 


* _ Part a aal N hae a hs be thought | 


Wy Se, 1 am firſt to chank you, which I; 4 


very . heartily, for having now fully conſider d 
our. Saviours Prophecy relating to Jeruſalem; 
which yon readily agree was not done, when 
we met laſt; and the ſurpriſing Interpo/itian of 
Heaven in blaſting the Deſigns of Juliau, and 
being a Truth ſo well ſupported on all Sides, 
gives me very great Satisfacion. Happy, thrice 
happy were thoſe Thouſands you took notice of, 
Jew and Gentile, who were immediately baptiz'd 


upon this wonderful Event, and thereby had a 


now, Birth given em, whilft Thouſands on the 
other hand had been juſt befare ſeeking their 


wn Doh, 598- fant in the moſt ghaffly 
* Manner 


e 


Mahner. The Cloſe of your Diſcoutſs has . 
priz d me very much; for I little thought that 
Marcellinus wou'd Hare gone ſo far in your Fa- 
vour, as to the Diſtinction he makes between the 
Orthodox and the Arians; tho I think your 
Hiſtorians are pretty well agreed, that nose in 
Fat have been greater Perſecutors than the Ari- 
ans when in Power; ; and as to their Princi- 
ples, beſides the Inconſiſtency of ſuch a Spirit 
with that of the Goſpel, their Notions of Faith 
and Doctrine muſt be very odd, and ill-ground- 
ed, when (as Marcellinus has remark'd, and you | 
juſtly enforc'd) they take Refuge in loch an idle 
verbal Diſtinction to ſupport em. Adieu 

A. Sir, I think we part too ſoon: Let me 
hb to you ſome other Things relating to 


I Falian, which are as well atteſted as the former, 
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und are as much to the Purpoſe i in hand. Julian 
had many Devices for extirpating the Chriſtian 
Religion; 3 but they all ſerv'd to make more ma- 
nifeft the Care of Heaven in preſerving that Re- 
velation which had been made to Mankind by 
J Corio 

B. A few Words engage me to ſtay nd 
in this Place, and in ſuch Company: Pleaſe 
then, before you tell me of Fulian's Tricks, to 
give me a fair and juſt Character of bim, as to 
his good or bad Qualities, © 
A. I think ſome of the Fathers of the Crit: 
tian Church, in this Particular, are to be blam'd; 
for they drew him in the moſt frightful Colours; 


1 3 7 had his Memory in the utmoſt 
28 
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Deteſtation, they f forgot or rather refug'd to do 
him common Juſtice. He: was .certainly a Man 
that loy'd and encourag'd Learning and learned 
Men: Tis plain, twas his Delight from his 
Youth to the Day of his Death. He was regular 
in his Behaviour, ſober, chaſte, induſtrious, liberal 
and juſt 3 his Eloquence and Skill in, the Pla- 

zonick Philoſophy (which prevail d at that Time) 
particularly diſtinguiſn d him, and perhaps it 
may be truly ſaid, in that Reſpect he equall'd, 
if not exceeded. his Mafter ; or, as he us d to 
call him; his dear Brother Libanius. He had a 
brisk lively Genius, free and caſy, fertile and co- 
pious; the Learning he had acquir d was polite 
and curious, his Stile ſmooth and pleaſant. This 
appears from his Writings yet extant; and no 
where more, than in his Satire upon the Cz/ars, 
and his Miſapogos; which are generally look d 
| upon as his Maſter- Pieces. Beſides all this, it may 
be juſtly ſaid of Julian, that he was a Man in- 
trepid he had Courage, and. was well vers'd too 
in the Art of War; of which he gave ſignal 
Proof in ſeveral Victories that he gain'd. But 
on the other hand it muſt be ſaid, and very 
truly, that perhaps there was not then in the 
World a more reſtleſs, vain, ſuperſtitious Per- 
ſon than this ſame Julian; ſuch was the odd 
Medley in the Compoſition of this great wick- 
ed Man! His Fondneſs or rather Madneſs for 
all forts of Magick; for Augury or Sothſaying; 
for caſting Nativities ; for Dreams, and all ſortg 


os nn. was incredible; accordingly vaſt 
Q 2 Numbers 
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Nutbbis 6f ulelele Proſicas 60 3 Opinion) 
With which: Confartiet had filf d, his Palace, 
were totally di ſcarded, and in their room were 
; placd "Philoſophers, Dioiners, and Quacks of all 

Sorts: There were wo Perſons that had a perfect 

Aſcendatm over him, and ſeem d to be his abſo- 

tate Gevernours, even in the Affairs of the 

Empire; which were Mumm ane! Crgfune 

Fas.” There Was not King ſcurbe to be ſeen or 

heard any where, but Mars, Saevifices, and 

pronsuneing bis or ibat to bel good or a bad 
Onnen; Nuliun himſelf was not aſham' d forthe 
tires to earry the very 7/0048 d"in ſuoh Sauri- 
Rieke, and to help the ed Women light and 
blow up the ſacred Fire; as Gregory Nazianzen 
july  roprodetiess him; add te this, that he 
would greedily pry into the Hutrails of Beaſts, 
thigking to — Ho. Things weu'd fall out 
by ſo deiag; and ſometimes his deteſtable Cu- 
riofity carried him fo far, as privately to ſacri- 
fiet and pty into the Bowels of Wed themſelves 
His extravagant Fancies went {tilt farther; he 
was firmly perſwaded within himſelf; that the 
Soul of Alamundor the Great animated his Body; 
induc'd' thereunto by an Opinion (eall'd Me- 

rtmpſpcofis) which with him was as certain and 
 Indubitable as any other in the World; and tis 
well known, this was what chiefly melir d him to 

enter into the Perſſan War after the Example of 
AMexandev the Great. I think it needleſs to ſay 
ay more, touching the Character of this grand 
off n obſerr'& co you ſome Timo ago, 


took 


„„es deen gad 
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molt 60 Wndthe⸗ ſacred * :Obvars,- aud lei eine 


Time offaldted in the Chiztel/ Bat ths frage 
Paſſion h6 had for 1467#tr9;- und for the mot 
ridiculous Superſtitions, inſpir 4 him at Terigfth 
with fach à Hatred of the Chriſtian "Rel Tori, 
that hie vhto'd ts Deſfruckton ; and if you 
te remember, I told you at the Beginning 6f 
this Conference, that wife alla came tb be 
file Maſter of the Empire; he thiew off the 
Mask, as thinking the Time Was coe, When He 
need be no loßger upon his Guard ifi Matters 
of Religion. But iti rte, my good Friend khe 
Time was rather come, when thre' his Sh 
the Chriflian' Religion was to ine Gut in great- 
er Luſtie ; and as the Miracles, on whiet* the 
Cheigians(Relipfor 48 bullt, recetV/d & mige 
Confirmation from the Op⁰,ni made by A- 
Ban, ia attempting to rebam the Temple; 
which has bebm folly diſeaure'd of alieady'; i 
the Do#riwe,” Parity, and Holineſs of the Ckxiſi 
clas Religien, (if you ate pleas d te allow” nie 
Time,) ſhalt appear to have recei vd as ſtrong a 
Confirmation from the Mut bo and Devioss 
w'd by Fulion to eſtabliſſ anorbur Religion it in 
dove of the CHViſtian. 
3. I halt thiak my Time very well ſpent; if 
—— * as you have pro- 
you 

4; obſerve when, that Fullan for the firſt 
rwenty Years of his Life, made at épeH Pro- 
feſſion of the Chtiſtiau Religien; and, às I have 


3 was advialty a CTY 
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Wag his Brother Gallus too; and; both of them 
read Prayers publickly for ſome Time, in the 
Church, as we learn from Gregory Nazianzen 
and Jozomere:r Nay, Julian went fo far as the 
Notre, and. ſeemd to be (in Appearance at 
for leading a Mongftick Life; thereby re- 
woying ſome Umbrage that his Couſin German 
Confpantiqs, had taken at his Conduct, and was 
Judge, to be the, beit Method for preſerving His 
Lifecthen thought to;be in Danger 

B. Fray what need was there of ſo much eg 
tion ja; 3 eraſidering oo e re 
A. 7 is true, — . 9 was mn. e but 
as: great an Arian as he was, the Empire well 
ct. be had, — A —— of 
iam fo forme! Tims blo wrap him- me 
fdr that Reaſon; and if News, had been brought 
him that Julian had turn d Apoſlate, he vou d 
have ent him off infallibly: His Brother Gallus 
had met with the like Fate already, _ 
not upon the Account of Religion. 

B. There was an odd Medley, as you ſaid juſt 
now, in the Compoſition of this Julian; and 
one would think it not eaſy to reconcile ſuch 
different Sentiments in one and the ſame Perſon. 
—— But pleaſe to proceed, Sir. 
A. Tis true, at firſt Sight tis not eaſy to 
reconcile, ſuch different Sentiments in one Per- 
ſon : But mind the Sequel, and you'll find this 
Meter unridd led plain enough. There were tw⁰ 


3 


FCC Ä ͤ Ret 


. ' 
1 „ FE tes 
Fil | Ee 8 4 


grand Defighit which hi, had bonn d to "hind 
| ſelf; as ſoon as he became fole Maſter of tie 
Empire; the | Execution of Which ſeemd to 
have taken up his Thoughts the Remaitider of 

his Days: The one was, to humble the Perſas; 


whoſe growing Power had for ſome Time been 


troubleſome to the Romans; the other was, to 


extirpate Chriſtianitiy Root and Branch through- | 


out the whoke Empire.” 'The better to ſucceed. 


in this laſt Deſgu, which he had moſt at heart, 
he concluded with himſelf, that quite another 


Method was to be taken for carrying on ſuch a 
Perſecution, than what: had been taken by his 


Predeceſſors Di _— , WIT ; Maximi nus , 


Nero, and others. 
B. Theſe Men did not want Cline ng, nor 


Abilities, you know, for doing Miſchief that 


Way; ; hat then made Julian take other Me- 


thods? 
AI dare an you don't queſtion Cum or 


| Abilities in Julian; and a little Reflection will 


let you ſee the Reaſons upon which he concert- 
ed neu Methods of Perſecution. He had gain d 
a perfect Knowledge of the Principles and 


Practices of Chriſtians; had convers'd a long 


Time with 'em; more particularly with St. Ba- 


fil, and Gregory Nazianzen ; and he had theo- 
roughly conſider d, and well weigh'd the Eſta- 
bliſhment -and Progechy of Chriſtianity in the 
World, notwithſtanding former Perſecutions. 


Theſe Things put together, he not only found 


* Pregeceſſors had jud 8d wrong in Point of 


Policy, 


en 


Policy, by taking ſuch Methedsigs they did; but 3 but 

be found himſelf" better qualifh'd. than they, by 
taking .vew Methods fog-accompliſhing the fame 
Ernds;as they had in View, Yullag's Philoſophy 
therefore inſtraged him, that be ought! not 
te proceed with the: Chriftigns by way of Pains 
and Penglties, and whal{ome Spexities, but ra- 
ther with a Semblance of Eguity, Reſon, and 
 Mederdtiev? "was upon theſe Principles, the 
fertile Genius of Fulion form'd his vow Scheme 
of Perſeeution; which chicfly tum d upon we 
Stegtagems, the blacks/t and moſt helliſb in their 
Nature that ceud be; and of which the Werld 
was not then appriz'd. The ff was, by ſeeret 
Practices and underhand Dealings, to bring the 
Name of Ebriſtians: into Contempt, as much as 
poſſibiy he couꝗ; ſometimes bey were to be 
repreſented as 4 weak, filly Sort of People; and 
a Queſtion to be put, Whether they cow'd be 
eur d, and. yet gtain the Name; ſemetimes they 
were forbid reading ancient Authors; Whilſt 
Julian told em, that it ſhou d be deem d ſyb- 
ncient to read Laus and Matthew in their Chur- 
ches; who alfo for the Time to come ſhoy'd be 
calbd Gallileaus; and as to their Loſs of Places 
and worldly Goods, Julian alledg'd in his n 
Defence, that he was putting em upon prac- 
tiſing /iterally the Galpel, and making the Hay 
much cafier for om to Heaven, The other 
Stratagem, as org and as big with Miſebief - 
as the former, was, (the better to. ſupport Pa- 


ene Which was ehe æ pace) to intro- 
| duce) 
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FO without Loſs'of Time, into thit Religios, 
whatever was remarkably good and cominendablt 
in the Obriſtan; ſuch Parts of it, as he cou'd 

not help being affected with himſelf; and tho 
Gregory Nazianzen in his Treatiſe againſt . 
lian, expoſes this Attenipt of Aping the Chri- 
files; as abſurd and impoſſible, yet the Matter 
appear'd otherwiſe toour * Apoſtate ;/ and he ſeems 
to have laid the greateſt Streſs upon this Stra- 
tagem, as the moſt likely to work his Ends; and 
therefbre it ran very much in his Head, how he 
might graft upon Heatheniſm ſuch Branches of 
Chriftianity as le ſhou d think proper. 
B. I am much of Gregory Nazianzens Opi- 
nion, that I20--Worſbip and the Chriftian cou'd 
not and long together: It muſt be nicer Inſa- | 
tuation, indeed, to think of aboliſhing that Re- 
ligion, which was at the ſame Time to be. made 
uſe of to ſupport another; and J can't deny, 
but ſuch a Procedure was giving freſh Evidence 
for the Truth'of* that Religion he was oppoſing. 
But pray let me hear how he went on with this 
wild Project. 

A. There's a noted Saying, you Kio, that : 
when Heaven is determin'd' to puniſh, the Pre- 
lude often is Infatuation. Fulian was minded 
to eſtabliſh amongſt the Pagans not only the 
Order and outward Diſcipline of the Chriſtian 
Church, but its Morals, Maxims, and Virtues, 
that more peculiarly adorn'd it. Among all the 
practical Parts, he Iabour'd moſt, that the Hea- - 
hens ſhou'd copy _ or imĩtate the Chrifians | 
=” in 
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in Hoſpitality; z in the Care they took. of burying 
their Dead; in Charity ; ; in Purity of Manners, 
and in Modeſty ; ; which were Graces that di- 
ſtinguiſhed the Chriftian | from the xeſtof Mankind, 
Julians Letter to Arſacius, Sovereign Pontiff 


of GCalatia, directing how he and his Prieſts ſhou'd 


12 2 1 in theſe Matters, i is well worth y-our read- 


I ſhould perhaps, be thought tedious, 


| wen I repeat the whole; which is here in my 


Colleion of | 7:ftimones - Yoo may ſee it at your 


Leiſure amongſt Falian's Works yet extant: 
Nou will likewiſe find Part of a ſecond Letter 


to ſome other Pontiff (not nam'd) which nl 


Ae your Notice. | 
B. Did not Julian, the latter End o his Days, 


| write a Book profeſſedly againſt the Divinity of 


Feſus Cbriſt ? P I think he did, I have heard 
ſome ſay, that the Book was never anſwer'd ; and 


that the Orthodox Party induftrivuſly pp as 


much as they could of it, Pray deal ingennouſly 
with me, how ftands that Affair? I fear, your- 
Cauſe won't be much the better, i in anſ wering this 


Queſtion? 


A. A great deal better, J do aſſure you, before 
IT have done with it: Nor ſhould I have fail'd 


taking Notice of what you now propoſe, before 


we had parted. *Tis very true, Julian (ſome 


ſay. Maximus the Philoſopher) did write ſuch a 


Book, as you mention, full of Spite and Malice 


againſt the Perſon of Chriſt; and our preſent 


Set of Deifts and Libertines arc often out of Hu- 


money becauſe all the Venom of that Book has not 


41 5 been 
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been tranſmitted to them; and * are apt to 


fancy ſometimes, that their Cauſe ſuffers very 


much for want of it: Now as to their charging 
this Loſs upon the Orthodox or Catholick Party, 

they may as well charge them with the Loi of 
that great Number of Books which Photius has 
given an Account of in his Bibliotheque We 


have thereExtra&s only, and are fore d to fit down 


contented with the Loſs of the Books themſelves: 
But there is leſs Reaſon to complain in regard 
to Julian s Book ; for as the Book was fully an- 
ſwer'd by St. Grill and is ſtill extant, ſo we ſee 
Julian s Arguments all the Way quoted ; and 
tis unrcaſonable after that, to ſuggeſt, that Cyril 
has not done Juſtice to Julian in ſuch Quotations, 
or that he has not conſider'd all the main Objec- 
tions brought by him againſt the Perſon of Chris. 
'The End and Defi ign then of Fulian's Book, as 
it appears, was to prove that our Saviour was a 
meer Man, like other Folks, inferiour in all Re- 
ſpects to the Demi-Gods and Pagan Heroes; and 
that honeſt John (as the Apoftate had learnt to 
talk) was the firſt, that took it into his Head to 


give him the Name of God, Sc. And yet this 


very Book (fo it happens) furniſhes us, in a few 
Words, with very ſubſtantial Evidence for the 

Truth of our Religion: For Julian, at the 
ſame Time that he inveighs bitterly againſt 
the Divinity of Chriſt, dares not deny the Mira- 
cles of Chriſt, but, without any Examination, ad- 
mits them to be true and real Fa#s ; what he on- 


ly labours at, is to leſſen the Idea conceived of 
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geen to e ang to 0 their Conſ⸗ a - 
by. Faw ly aſſerting ina magiſterial Manner, 
ad 


ſuch 


Heroes and Pagan Gogs - And indeed, how could for 


| 5 Lp 15 fs Chri in the 1 fore PE 


| Ja A traditjonary Wey, ; There were publick ] Mo- 


5 7 far exceeded by thoſe of 


Klier undertake to prove the Fpiſay of ſuch (| ma 
racles of 8 Saviour, 5 hont giving the Lye 0 
t the ſame Time to {oy Perſons, whole. Wotks Fu 
he highly valucd, and often copy 2 alter 'em? I | 
185 Cells and Porphyry ; who, both of them, in 


e warmeſt and bittereſt Diſcourſes which they 
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d, at other 12 make eyen the God 
e give way to him, fays Porphyry. 5 
Hee? Was Reaſon, 955 gh for Pa. making ſu ſuch 

Acknowledgments : or every Thi in 8 
for AR Fr and fixing ſuch an Idea of Chrif 


Pe VT, 


Pegple* 8 


numents ; there Was the Foes of Tiherius | 755 a 
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Things in the ſecond Ne. Add to this 
he wonderful Rapidity, with which the Chrif : 
tian Religion ſpread itſelf oyer the Earth; A 
the Fame of our Saviour 8 Diſciples working ſuch 
"Miracles, as ſeemd to exceed thoſe of their 
Maſter, agrecable | to what is ſaid in the Ce. 


2 1 


Foy 


5 4h Thi ings. than 5 ſhall _ do, And thu 5, | 
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van foe, how awed Goes out of uh the E 
ed by Julian) acerwd to the Church of Chriſt. 
| Faliag, in ſhort, runoriot, as we ay, in theſeDeligns 


Pull down 2, 
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for ſubverting Chriſtianity; and one Higorian (a- 
mongſt others) whoſe t of piving enabled him 


= he Witneſs of the very Fact, aſſures us, that 


Juliaus Rage carried him ſo far as to deface and 
e Seta of our bieſſed Saviour, that 
had food aboye 7 bree hundred Nears; and aber 


wards fer pp his mi in the Room of it. 


B. Such 2 remarkabl e Fad naturally lends me 


to a3 you, how it Bands recorded. by that 


Hiſtorian Wn, 
A. This memorable St atug was erected at Ga 


* greg Philippi hy the Woman that had received 


ſych f Ra Mereics from the So of God, when 

e was cyr d gf her Bloody-Fige. This Statue 
95 8 e plac'd a before the Gate of her own Houſe, and 
Was minded i in ſuch a Manner to tranſmit to Poſ- 
terjty her Gratitude and her Faith : The Statue 
was of Metal ; ; the Portraiture, it ſeems, natural 
and lively; a long Mautle thrown about him; 


apd his Hand ſtretch' d forth to the Womat proſ- 


trate and imploring his Aſſiſtance; and 3 
on the Tedeftal, was a Phenicias Inſcription, 


ſetting fart in a few Words the miraculous Cure; 


which Inſeri ption the Chriſtians had taken Care 
to brighten and clear up, when by the Length of 


Time 1 it had been disfigured. 


B. Sir, my Affairs che Fi Tie of parting 
now 


x Euſeb. Fed. Hiſt. Lib. vii. e. 18. Cn hic Cuſebii Locus 
in vii Synodo. Vide quz narrat Philoſtorgins, Lib, vii. c. 3. & Cx 
Mo — Vales in Annot. "7; + DE 
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"how: neceſſary : I ouſt leave the Ss to 
moro; but ſhall return in a few Days, and will 
then ſooh pay my Reſpects to you again : But 
-before I go, I muſt remind you of one Thing, 
that you juſt hinted in our frff Conference, x and 
Which 1 defire may not be forgot, when we meet 
again: Tis concerning that merry Fellow La- 
*whoſe Dialogues, you ſaid, ſometimes fer- 
ved to exhilerate and keep up the Spirits of our 
Fraternity „Perhaps i in that you judge right; and f 
T' begin to think ſuch Cordials are deceitful : * 
But what 1 mean, is this, that Lucian, you ſaid, 
ba unawares given a Teftimony to one of the grea- 
Teſt Myfteries- of our Religion. Let this be the 
_ Topick, if you pleaſe, to be firft conſidered, when 
| 1 next give myſelf the Pleafure in waiting on you. 
A. It is well remember d; and Tl immedi- 
2 ay mark it down in the Colletion for that Pur- 
Poſe. Give me Leave, before we ſhake Hands, 
to offer a few Words, by way of Advice. You 
fay, you are going out of the Country; it may 
be very improper, perhaps, for me to ask what 
"Company may probably engage you; but if it be 
any of your new Fraternity, let me exhort you 
to be very cautious how you converſe with them, 
otherwiſe than your Affairs in Life may make it 
neceſſary ſo to do. I think, you have already 
ſeen, for the little Time we have ff pent together 
this laſt Month, juſt Reaſon to believe the Goſpe/ 
of Chrift; for you have had ſolid Evidence given 
you, and more you may ſtill ex pect from * | 
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| ments that he been 10, 2 to Hi 1 a 
happy Impreſſion on you: But remember, that 


it behoves every Chriſtian, though ever ſo well 
eftabliſh'd. upon juſt Grounds, in the Faith 7 
the Goſpels not raſhly to expoſe. themſelves to 


| Temptation ; as you certainly do, if you mingle. 


your ſelf at. every Turn in a free Conve rſation 


with ſuch, whoſe Principles you know are di- 
rectly oppoſite to your own. I make no Que 


ſtion but that there are many in the World, who 
fancy themſelves ſettled in the Principles of their 
Religion; and yet, by frequently converſing with 
thoſe, whoſe Wit and Learning are for giving 


every Thing a Turn in favour of Lafidelity, have 


ſometimes found their Faith ſhaken. You can't 


promiſe your ſelf, that a prophane Jeſt, ſome 


ſubtil Objection, ſome witty Burleſque on any 
Part of the Bible, ſhall not weaken your Belief, 


and make an unlucky Impreſſion on your Spirits, 


when perhaps you have not an Anſwer ready at 


hand to ward off the Force of theſe Things. 


But whenever the Providence of God plainly. 


calls you into ſuch ſort of Company, as it may be 


often your Caſe; take care that no little Cavils, 
that may be mird againſt particular Paſſages in 
the Bible, intangle your Thoughts, or ſhake 
your Faith; rather recolle&, and keep your 
Mind intent upon the plain Force of Argument 
drawn from Miracles and Propheries, in the Man- 
ner it has been hitherto diſcours'd of between 


us ws Rink often, how much ſafer you are in the 
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